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Proc. 8673 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 8673 of May 12, 2011
Small Business Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our country started as an idea, and it took hard-working, dedicated, and
visionary patriots to make it a reality. Successful businesses start much the
same way—as ideas realized by entrepreneurs who dream of a better world
and work until they see it through. From the family businesses that anchor
Main Street to the high-tech startups that keep America on the cutting
edge, small businesses are the backbone of our economy and the corner-
stones of America’s promise.

Throughout our economic recovery, persevering small businesses have
helped put our country back on track. Countless new and saved jobs have
come from small businesses who took advantage of tax relief, access to cap-
ital, and other tools in the Recovery Act, the Small Business Jobs Act, and
other initiatives launched by my Administration to put Americans back to
work. To ensure the stability of our recovery, we must continue to provide
new opportunities for small business owners and the next generation of en-
trepreneurs, who will help us out-innovate our global competitors to win
the future.

To support high-growth businesses, my Administration has launched Start-
up America, an initiative that will strengthen access to capital and men-
toring while reducing barriers to growth for small businesses. Entrepreneur-
ship is essential to the strength and resilience of our economy and our way
of life. Startup America will give entrepreneurs the tools they need to build
their business into the next great American company. To encourage innova-
tion, we released the Strategy for American Innovation, a report outlining
my Administration’s plan to harness ingenuity. This means investing in the
building blocks of innovation, like education and infrastructure, while pro-
moting market-based growth through tax credits and effective intellectual
property laws.

The National Export Initiative is working to open markets to American
businesses and support small exporters, who increase American competi-
tiveness abroad and create good jobs here at home. We continue to create
opportunities for businesses in underserved communities through new
lending initiatives, expanded access to counseling, and technical assist-
ance. We are also working to provide small businesses more opportunities
to compete for Federal contracts. This gives Federal agencies access to
some of our country’s best products and services while helping these busi-
nesses grow and employ community members. Through these and other
initiatives, we are supporting the entrepreneurs and small businesses that
provide work for half of American workers and create two out of every
three new private sector jobs.

Small businesses embody the promise of America: that if you have a good
idea and are willing to work hard enough, you can succeed in our country.
This week, we honor and celebrate the individuals whose inspiration and
efforts keep America strong.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 15 through May 21,
2011, as Small Business Week. I call upon all Americans to recognize the
contributions of small businesses to the competitiveness of the American
economy with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8674 of May 13, 2011
Emergency Medical Services Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each day, Americans rely on emergency medical service (EMS) systems to
help them in their hour of greatest need. In communities across our Nation,
we take comfort in knowing that well-trained, caring men and women are
only a phone call away from treating injuries sustained in a car crash, re-
sponding to a cardiac emergency, or helping a child with asthma breathe
easier. When accidents and illnesses strike unexpectedly, EMS personnel
are the first on the scene, and their timely actions often make the difference
between life and death.

Emergency medical technicians (EMTs), paramedics, and first responders
serve on the front lines of our health care and public health system. Work-
ing with them are many others whose dedication makes the EMS system
function, including emergency dispatchers, physicians, nurses, and re-
searchers, as well as colleagues in the fire service and law enforcement.
Our Nation’s EMS system represents the American spirit at its best, with
many ambulances in the United States partially or fully staffed by volun-
teers. They devote countless hours to keeping their communities, including
often underserved rural areas, safe.

My Administration is committed to supporting the brave men and women
who help keep America secure and resilient. This year, I signed the James
Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act into law, ensuring that rescue
and recovery workers, and others suffering from health consequences re-
lated to the World Trade Center disaster, have access to the medical moni-
toring and treatment they need and deserve. As a Nation, we must never
forget the selfless courage demonstrated by the EMTs, paramedics, and first
responders who risked their lives to save others.

During EMS Week, we recognize the importance of ensuring our Nation’s
children have full access to high-quality EMS care. Reauthorized in the Af-
fordable Care Act, the Federal EMS for Children program works with pub-
lic and private sector partners across the United States to make certain that
all children—regardless of where they live, attend school, or travel—re-
ceive appropriate EMS care.
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