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Proclamations Proc. 8683 

Proclamation 8683 of May 27, 2011 

Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For over two centuries, brave men and women have laid down their lives 
in defense of our great Nation. These heroes have made the ultimate sac-
rifice so we may uphold the ideals we all cherish. On this Memorial Day, 
we honor the generations of Americans who have fought and died to de-
fend our freedom. 

Today, all who wear the uniform of the United States carry with them the 
proud legacies of those who have made our Nation great, from the patriots 
who fought at Lexington and Concord to the troops who stormed the beach-
es at Normandy. Ordinary men and women of extraordinary courage have, 
since our earliest days, answered the call of duty with valor and unwaver-
ing devotion. From Gettysburg to Kandahar, America’s sons and daughters 
have served with honor and distinction, securing our liberties and laying 
a foundation for lasting peace. 

On this solemn day in which Americans unite in remembrance of our 
country’s fallen, we also pray for our military personnel and their families, 
our veterans, and all who have lost loved ones. As a grateful Nation, we 
forever carry the selfless sacrifice of our fallen heroes in our hearts, and 
we share the task of caring for those they left behind. 

In his second Inaugural Address, in the midst of the Civil War, President 
Lincoln called on our embattled Nation ‘‘to care for him who shall have 
borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan, to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with 
all nations.’’ On this Memorial Day, and every day, we bear a heavy burden 
of responsibility to uphold the founding principles so many died defend-
ing. I call on all Americans to come together to honor the men and women 
who gave their lives so that we may live free, and to strive for a just and 
lasting peace in our world. 

In honor of our fallen service members, the Congress, by a joint resolution 
approved May 11, 1950, as amended (36 U.S.C. 116), has requested the 
President issue a proclamation calling on the people of the United States 
to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace and 
designating a period on that day when the people of the United States 
might unite in prayer. The Congress, by Public Law 106–579, has also des-
ignated 3:00 p.m. local time on that day as a time for all Americans to ob-
serve, in their own way, the National Moment of Remembrance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 30, 2011, as a day of 
prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each lo-
cality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time to unite in prayer. I also ask all 
Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance beginning at 
3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day. 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 8684 

I request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of government, to di-
rect that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon on this Memorial Day on 
all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and 
in all areas under its jurisdiction and control. I also request the people of 
the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for the 
customary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8684 of May 31, 2011 

African-American Music Appreciation Month, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The music of our Nation has always spoken to the condition of our people 
and reflected the diversity of our Union. African-American musicians, com-
posers, singers, and songwriters have made enormous contributions to our 
culture by capturing the hardships and aspirations of a community and re-
minding us of our shared values. During African-American Music Appre-
ciation Month, we honor the rich musical traditions of African-American 
musicians and their gifts to our country and our world. 

From the cadenced hums of spirituals to the melodies of rhythm and blues, 
African-American music has been used to communicate, to challenge, to 
praise, and to uplift in times of both despair and triumph. The rhythmic 
chords embedded in spirituals have long expressed a deep faith in the 
power of prayer, and brought hope to slaves toiling in fields. The soulful-
ness of jazz and storytelling in the blues inspired a cultural renaissance, 
while the potent words of gospel gave strength to a generation that rose 
above the din of hatred to move our country toward justice and equality 
for all. 

Today, African-American musicians continue to create new musical genres 
and transform the scope of traditional musical formats. The artistic depth 
of soul, rock and roll, and hip-hop not only bring together people across 
our Nation, but also energize and shape the creativity of artists around the 
world. The contributions of African-American composers and musicians to 
symphony, opera, choral music, and musical theater continue to reach new 
audiences and encourage listeners to celebrate fresh interpretations of these 
and other genres. In cherished songs passed down through generations and 
innovative musical fusions crafted today, African-American music con-
tinues to transcend time, place, and circumstance to provide a source of 
pride and inspiration for all who hear its harmonies. This month, we cele-
brate the legacy of African-American music and its enduring power to bring 
life to the narrative of our Nation. 
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