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particular individuals into the United States under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) or under any other provision of U.S.
law.

Sec. 7. This proclamation is not intended to, and does not, create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person.

Sec. 8. This proclamation is effective immediately and shall remain in ef-
fect until such time as the Secretary of State determines that it is no longer
necessary and should be terminated, either in whole or in part. Any such
termination shall become effective upon publication in the Federal Reg-
Ister.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of
August, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8698 of August 5, 2011
National Health Center Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Across our Nation, over 19 million Americans look to community health
centers for medical checkups, education, advice, and critical services that
keep them healthy. Throughout National Health Center Week, we recommit
to supporting this vital resource for underserved communities, and we rec-
ognize the critical role community health centers play in our health-care
system.

Every day, men, women, and children find help at community health cen-
ters. These centers lead the way in providing high-quality services at an af-
fordable cost, while lifting up the quality of life for their patients. We see
the results among Medicaid beneficiaries—those receiving care from a
health center are less likely to be unnecessarily hospitalized or visit an
emergency room. We also see the effects in rural areas with community
health centers, where hospitals see fewer uninsured emergency room visits.
These health centers are easy to access—Americans can find a health center
near them by using the “Find a Health Center” tool at www.HRSA.gov.

My Administration continues to support these centers. Between the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act and the Affordable Care Act, new
funding has been committed to support technology and infrastructure up-
dates to existing centers, as well as the construction of new ones. These
laws also provided for important new initiatives that will benefit all Ameri-
cans. The Affordable Care Act provided for the Health Centers Advanced
Primary Care Practice demonstration project, which will use community
health centers to test the impact of team-based treatment approaches on the
care of elderly patients.
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Across our vast and diverse land, Americans have always made it their
duty to serve their neighbors in need. It is the common interest and pur-
pose of building a stronger, healthier Nation that drives the work of com-
munity health centers and fuels our efforts to improve our health-care sys-
tem. During National Health Center Week, we celebrate the contributions
of community health centers, and we rededicate ourselves to advancing the
well-being of all our people.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of August 7
through August 13, 2011, as National Health Center Week. I encourage all
Americans to celebrate this week by visiting their local community health
center, meeting local health center providers, and exploring the programs
they offer to help keep their families healthy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of Au-
gust, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8699 of August 25, 2011
Women’s Equality Day, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The 19th Amendment to the United States Constitution tore down the last
formal barrier to women’s enfranchisement in our Nation and empowered
America’s women to have their voices heard in the halls of power. This
Amendment became law only after decades of work by committed trail-
blazers who fought to extend the right to vote to women across America.
For the women who fought for this right, voting was not the end of the
journey for equality, but the beginning of a new era in the advancement
of our Union. These brave and tenacious women challenged our Nation to
live up to its founding principles, and their legacy inspires us to reach ever
higher in our pursuit of liberty and equality for all.

Before the Amendment took effect, women had been serving our Nation in
the public realm since its earliest days. Even before they gained the right
to vote, America’s women were leaders of movements, academics, and re-
formers, and had even served in the Congress. Legions of brave women
wrote and lectured for change. They let their feet speak when their voices
alone were not enough, protesting and marching for their fundamental right
to vote in the face of heckling, jail, and abuse. Their efforts led to enor-
mous progress—millions upon millions of women have since used the
power of the ballot to help shape our country.

Today, our Nation’s daughters reap the benefits of these courageous pio-
neers while paving the way for generations of women to come. But work
still remains. My Administration is committed to advancing equality for all
of our people. This year, the Council of Women and Girls released “Women
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