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Proclamations Proc. 8710

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 11, 2011, as
National Grandparents Day. I call upon all Americans to take the time to
honor their own grandparents and those in their community.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8710 of September 9, 2011

Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance,
2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the Amer-
ican people demonstrated that in times of hardship, the values that define
us do not simply endure—they are stronger than ever. As a Nation, we re-
sponded to unthinkable tragedy with an outpouring of service and good-
will. On that dark day, first responders rushed into a burning Pentagon and
climbed the stairs of smoking towers on the verge of collapse, while citi-
zens risked their own health and safety to prevent further heartbreak and
destruction. As Americans, we came together to help our country recover
and rebuild.

Today, we pay tribute to the selfless heroes and innocent victims of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and we reaffirm the spirit of patriotism, service, and unity
that we felt in the days and months that followed. By volunteering our time
and unique skills, we can enrich communities across our country, and to-
gether, we can strengthen our Nation to meet the challenges of the 21st
century.

In the days to come, I ask all Americans to join together in serving their
communities and neighborhoods in honor of the victims of the September
11 attacks. Today and throughout the year, scores of Americans answer the
call to make service a way of life—from helping the homeless to teaching
underserved students to bringing relief to disaster zones. I encourage all
Americans to visit Serve.gov, or Servir.gov for Spanish speakers, to learn
more about service opportunities across our country.

As we join in serving causes greater than ourselves and honoring those we
lost, we are reminded of the ways that the victims of 9/11 live on—in the
people they loved, the lives they touched, and the courageous acts they in-
spired. On Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance, we
pledge to carry on their legacy of courage and compassion, and to move
forward together as one people.

By a joint resolution approved December 18, 2001 (Public Law 107-89), the
Congress has designated September 11 of each year as ‘‘Patriot Day,” and

109



Proc. 8711 Title 3—The President

by Public Law 111-13, approved April 21, 2009, the Congress has re-
quested the observance of September 11 as an annually recognized ‘“‘Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim September 11, 2011, as Patriot Day and Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance. I call upon all departments, agen-
cies, and instrumentalities of the United States to display the flag of the
United States at half-staff on Patriot Day and National Day of Service and
Remembrance in honor of the individuals who lost their lives on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. I invite the Governors of the United States and the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico and interested organizations and individuals to
join in this observance. I call upon the people of the United States to par-
ticipate in community service in honor of those our Nation lost, to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities, including remem-
brance services, and to observe a moment of silence beginning at 8:46 a.m.
Eastern Daylight Time to honor the innocent victims who perished as a re-
sult of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8711 of September 12, 2011

National Health Information Technology Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Technological advances have always driven America’s economy forward
and improved the lives of our people, from the industrial innovations of
the nineteenth century to today’s cutting-edge science. Progress in our Na-
tion’s health care system is no different, and hinges on the work of hos-
pitals, private practices, and information specialists as they modernize our
health information systems. During National Health Information Tech-
nology Week, we highlight the critical importance of secure and efficient
information systems to improving the delivery of health care in the United
States.

Health information technology connects doctors and patients to more com-
plete and accurate health records. Tools like electronic health records and
electronic prescriptions help patients and providers make safer, smarter de-
cisions about health care. This technology is critical to improving patient
care, enabling coordination between providers and patients, reducing the
risk of dangerous drug interactions, and helping patients access prevention
and disease management services. It is currently being used with great suc-
cess to coordinate and improve care for members of our Armed Forces, as
well as our Nation’s veterans. Better technology can also cut costs for pro-
viders by reducing paperwork and duplicative tests.
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