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Hispanics have had a profound and positive influence on our country
through their strong commitment to family, faith, hard work, and service.
They have enhanced and shaped our national character with centuries-old
traditions that reflect the multiethnic and multicultural customs of their
community. They are doctors and lawyers, activists and educators, entre-
preneurs and public servants, and brave service members who defend our
way of life at home and abroad.

My Administration is dedicated to ensuring America remains a land of op-
portunity for all. Our economic strength depends on the success of His-
panic families across our country, and I am determined to put workers of
all backgrounds back on the job to rebuild and modernize America, while
helping small businesses grow and creating pathways to employment. We
are also engaging the Hispanic community in public service, improving
educational opportunities, and expanding access to affordable, quality
health care. And we remain committed to fixing our broken immigration
system so it can meet America’s 21st century economic and security needs.

The future of America is inextricably linked to the future of our Hispanic
community. Our country thrives on the diversity and ingenuity of all our
people, and our ability to out-innovate, out-educate, and out-build the rest
of the world will depend greatly on the success of Hispanics. This month,
as we honor their struggles and successes, let us recommit to ensuring our
Nation remains a place big enough and bold enough to accommodate the
dreams and prosperity of all our people.

To honor the achievements of Hispanics in America, the Congress by Pub-
lic Law 100-402, as amended, has authorized and requested the President
to issue annually a proclamation designating September 15 through Octo-
ber 15 as ‘“National Hispanic Heritage Month.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October 15, 2011, as
National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon public officials, educators,
librarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this month
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs under this year’s
theme, “Renewing the American Dream.”

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8713 of September 15, 2011
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2011
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

In every conflict in which our Nation has been involved, selfless American
service members have sacrificed their lives for the sake of our country and
its principles. Too many have never come home, or have endured unthink-
able hardship as prisoners of war. On this day, we echo the creed inscribed
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on the black and white banners that fly in honor of America’s Prisoners
of War and Missing in Action, and we renew our promise to our heroes,
that ““You Are Not Forgotten.”

We will never give up the search for those who are held as prisoners of
war or have gone missing under our country’s flag. We honor their sac-
rifice, and we must care for their families and pursue the fullest possible
accounting for all missing members of our Armed Forces. Together, we
must serve our Nation’s patriots as well as they have served us—by sup-
porting them when they come home, and by carrying on the legacy of those
who do not. This is a promise we keep for our fallen, for our veterans past
and present, and for all those whose loved ones have not returned from the
battlefield.

On September 16, 2011, the stark black and white banner symbolizing
America’s Missing in Action and Prisoners of War will be flown over the
White House, the United States Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense,
and Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System Headquarters, the World
War II Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, United States post offices, national cemeteries, and other loca-
tions across our country. We raise this flag as a solemn reminder of our
obligation to always remember the sacrifices made to defend our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 16, 2011, as
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, and I urge all Americans to observe
this day of honor and remembrance with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8714 of September 16, 2011

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, Constitution Week,
2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the summer of 1787, delegates from the States gathered in Philadelphia
to build a new framework for our young republic. Our Constitution’s Fram-
ers represented diverse backgrounds, and on key issues, they were divided.
Yet despite their differences, they courageously joined together in common
purpose to create “‘a more perfect Union.” After 4 months of fierce debate
and hard-fought compromise, the delegates signed the Constitution of the
United States.

For more than two centuries, the Constitution has presided as the supreme
law of the land, keeping our leaders true to America’s highest ideals and
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