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more Hispanic teachers and school leaders. Building on this foundation, we
are committed to strengthening the capacity of HSIs and other higher edu-
cation institutions serving Hispanic students to provide the best education
possible.

This week, as we celebrate the immeasurable contributions HSIs have made
to our Nation, we are reminded that in this new century, America will only
be as strong as the opportunities we provide to all our people. Our future
is inextricably tied to the future of the Hispanic community, and by work-
ing to strengthen HSIs, we will secure a brighter tomorrow for our children,
helping them reach for the dream that has come to define our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 18 through
September 24, 2011, as National Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week. I call
on public officials, educators, and all the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities that
acknowledge the tremendous contributions these institutions and their
graduates have made to our country.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8719 of September 22, 2011
National Public Lands Day, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

At the dawn of the 20th century, President Theodore Roosevelt embarked
on a tour of the American West that forever changed our Nation’s relation-
ship with the outdoors. His visits to Yellowstone, Yosemite, the Grand Can-
yon, and other natural wonders instilled in him a commitment to conserva-
tion, and they motivated him to designate millions of acres of protected
land. Today, our public lands system is a model of conservation and an
important resource for clean energy, grazing, and recreation—vital eco-
nomic engines in both rural and urban communities.

On National Public Lands Day, we take time to appreciate our parks, na-
tional forests, wildlife refuges, and other public spaces, and we recommit
to protecting and restoring them for future generations. This year, thou-
sands of dedicated volunteers will continue a proud American tradition by
conserving and restoring our public lands with local projects across our Na-
tion. Americans will restore hiking trails, remove invasive plant species,
clean lakes, and pick up litter in city parks. Through their service, families
and children will find opportunities for outdoor activity on the millions of
acres of national forests, parks, and trails.

To maintain our environmental heritage and build a responsive conserva-
tion and recreation agenda, my Administration launched the America’s
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Great Outdoors Initiative last year. We met with thousands of Americans
in listening sessions across our country, and compiled the results of this
national conversation in the report, America’s Great Outdoors: A Promise
to Future Generations. To act on these findings, we are undertaking
projects in collaboration with State, local, and tribal governments to re-
sponsibly steward the lands that belong to all Americans. First Lady
Michelle Obama also joined in support of getting Americans outside when
the Let’s Move! initiative, in coordination with the Department of the Inte-
rior, launched Let’s Move Outside! to help families exercise in the great
outdoors.

Countless Americans have experienced the same awe and wonder that
President Roosevelt felt on his westward journey. By joining in this legacy
of conservation, Americans young and old protect not only our lands, but
also the promise that future generations will be able to carry forward the
spirit of adventure that lies at the heart of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 24, 2011, as
National Public Lands Day. I encourage all Americans to participate in a
day of public service for our lands.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8720 of September 23, 2011
National Hunting and Fishing Day, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On vast plains and through dense forests, along rocky riverbanks and atop
tranquil lakes, Americans of every age and background cherish their con-
nection to the great outdoors. As we mark National Hunting and Fishing
Day, we are reminded of the uniquely American idea that each of us has
an equal share in the land around us and an equal responsibility to protect
it.

America’s hunters and anglers directly experience the endless beauty and
reward of our Nation’s bounty. We have long depended on this land to sus-
tain us, from our Native American ancestors and the settlers on the Eastern
Seaboard to the sportsmen and women of today. Fishing and hunting are
traditions that span untold lengths of time, enabling important bonds to the
land and between generations to form. Sportsmen also develop unique con-
nections to the land they enjoy, and hunters and fishermen were some of
our first conservationists. These relationships are preserved and passed on
with pride, along with a deep and abiding respect for nature.
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