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Proclamation 8729 of October 3, 2011
Child Health Day, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

One of the greatest responsibilities we have as a Nation is to ensure the
health and well-being of our children. Today, we rededicate ourselves to
providing our children with the quality health care, healthy food, clean en-
vironments, and safe schools and communities they deserve.

We have taken important steps that speak to who we are as a Nation that
cares for its families and children. Young adults are the least likely to have
health insurance, but now, thanks to the Affordable Care Act, young adults
can stay on their parents’ insurance plan until they turn 26. As a result,
approximately one million more have insurance coverage than 1 year ago.
In addition, it is now illegal for health insurance companies to limit or
deny coverage to children based on pre-existing conditions.

Getting children off to a healthy start at home and at school is vital to their
success. This year, through the First Lady’s Let’s Move! Initiative, Ameri-
cans have shown their overwhelming commitment to children’s health—
over 1,250 schools met our HealthierUS School Challenge, thousands of
child care providers are adopting healthier practices, and 1.7 million Amer-
icans achieved the Presidential Active Lifestyle Award. I also signed the
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, making significant improvements to our
school lunches, and we released a redesigned food pyramid—MyPlate—to
encourage better eating.

Making sure kids grow up in safe environments is just as important to en-
suring their well-being. In March, we hosted the White House Conference
on Bullying Prevention because no child should feel unsafe or be afraid to
be who they are at school or in their community. To keep children safe
from hazards, we have taken great strides to provide for cleaner air and
drinking water, and to reduce children’s exposure to lead dust. To make
school buildings safer, the American Jobs Act I have proposed would pro-
vide for investments that would put Americans back to work while making
important repairs to schools, like removing asbestos and updating tech-
nology.

On Child Health Day, we recognize the fundamental importance of caring
for the health of our next generation, and we recommit to helping our chil-
dren, their families, and our communities fulfill the dream of healthy,
happy, and secure futures.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended
(36 U.S.C. 105), has called for the designation of the first Monday in Octo-
ber as Child Health Day and has requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 3, 2011, as Child Health
Day. I call upon families, child health professionals, faith-based and com-
munity organizations, and all levels of government to help ensure that
America’s children stay safe and healthy.
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Proc. 8730 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8730 of October 6, 2011
National Energy Action Month, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our history, America’s energy resources have laid the founda-
tion for our Nation’s economic security and prosperity, powering our fac-
tories, lighting our classrooms, and warming our homes. Today, we stand
at a critical juncture. As global demand for energy grows, the United States
must take bold action to create a more secure energy future and build a
competitive 21st-century clean energy economy.

Over the past two and a half years, my Administration has taken unprece-
dented action to ensure America leads in the development and deployment
of clean energy. To that end, we have made the largest investments in clean
energy in our Nation’s history, which are giving rise to cutting-edge tech-
nologies, creating new American jobs and industries, and putting us on
track to doubling renewable energy capacity in the United States by the
end of next year. At the same time, we have expanded safe and responsible
development of our domestic energy resources.

To help save consumers money at the pump and on their energy bills, my
Administration has set historic new fuel economy standards for cars and
trucks and taken steps to increase the efficiency of our homes and build-
ings. We have established common-sense and cost-effective standards to re-
duce harmful pollution, protecting our environment and the public health.
And we are leading by example, requiring the Federal Government to in-
crease energy efficiency, reduce waste, and use its scale and resources to
advance a clean energy economy.

Taken together, these steps are helping unlock American innovation, create
hundreds of thousands of jobs, and increase our Nation’s competitiveness
in the global economy. But these steps must mark the beginning of our ef-
forts, not the end. Today, the stakes are high and the global competition
to lead in clean energy is more intense than ever before. The United States
cannot afford to fall behind on what will be one of the keys to our success
in the future.

Across our Nation, millions of Americans are already doing their part.
Farmers are pushing the envelope to develop advanced and renewable
fuels, young people are taking action to make their schools and commu-
nities more sustainable, and our best scientists, engineers, and entre-
preneurs are working together to move new ideas and technologies from
the lab to the marketplace. If America can do what it does best—tap into
the talents, skills, and creativity of our people to meet the challenges of our
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