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but they were united by a basic longing for human liberty. This same long-
ing—which moved Pulaski to make the ultimate sacrifice—has come to de-
fine America and reflect our lasting ties to the people of Poland. Today,
as we commemorate Casimir Pulaski’s extraordinary life, we recognize that
his spirit lives on in all those who are driven to pursue a freer, more just
world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2011, as Gen-
eral Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all Americans to commemorate this
occasion with appropriate programs and activities paying tribute to Casimir
Pulaski and honoring all those who defend the freedom of our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8737 of October 14, 2011
National Character Counts Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In times of adversity and triumph alike, the American people have been
guided by the strength of our character. With resilience and compassion,
we have provided for our neighbors, lifted their spirits, and embraced our
shared humanity. During National Character Counts Week, we celebrate our
country’s core values and commit to passing them on to the next genera-
tion.

By setting a positive example for our children, we can inspire in them the
virtues that define our Nation: personal integrity, bold ingenuity, and a
drive to serve others. America’s role models—from parents and teachers to
community leaders and coaches—play an integral role in shaping character.
They foster patriotism, promote civic pride, and teach young people to live
by the Golden Rule by treating others the way they want to be treated. To-
gether, all Americans must cultivate moral fortitude, preach tolerance, and
demonstrate the value of respect for those different from ourselves.

Tragic events in our Nation remind us why it is imperative that we create
a climate of acceptance and compassion in our schools and communities.
Our country has mourned as we have heard heartbreaking stories of prom-
ising young men and women subjected to harassment and bullying, driving
some out of school, and others to ultimately take their own lives. No family
should have to endure such a loss, and no child should feel that alone. Let
us honor their memories by striving to make our neighborhoods and
schools safe and affirming places for every child to learn, grow, and dream.

Our Nation’s character is engrained in our past, central to our present, and
key to our future. All of us share a responsibility to preserve and uphold
the values that have kept our country strong, prosperous, and free. This
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week, we resolve to stay true to the American spirit and live according to
our highest ideals.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 16 through Octo-
ber 22, 2011, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this week
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8738 of October 14, 2011

National Forest Products Week, 2011

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s forests have long played an integral role in shaping and devel-
oping our Nation. They help us access clean water and air, drive discovery
as natural laboratories, and make our communities more beautiful and vi-
brant places to live. From renewable energy and biofuels to green building
materials, forests also provide a wide variety of products that make up an
important part of our economy. During National Forest Products Week, we
celebrate the value of our woodlands and recommit to careful stewardship
and preservation of these national treasures.

Through the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative, my Administration con-
tinues to advance a 21st century conservation agenda and ensure we use
our precious natural resources sustainably. Meeting the test of environ-
mental stewardship often means finding the best ideas at the grassroots
level, and this initiative is guided by the insights of Americans from across
our country. From hunters and fishers to tribal leaders and young people,
we all have a stake in safeguarding the woodlands we cherish. As we build
the foundation for a smarter, more community-driven environmental strat-
egy, we embrace the uniquely American idea that each of us has an equal
share in the land around us and an equal responsibility to protect it.

This year, we also join the global community in commemorating the Inter-
national Year of Forests. By bolstering our commitment to the responsible
management and conservation of forests around the world, we sow the
seeds of a greener future for our children and grandchildren.

To recognize the importance of products from our forests, the Congress, by
Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the week
beginning on the third Sunday in October of each year as “National Forest
Products Week” and has authorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation in observance of this week.
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