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Proclamations Proc. 8739 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim October 16 through October 22, 2011, as Na-
tional Forest Products Week. I call on the people of the United States to 
join me in recognizing the dedicated individuals who are responsible for 
the stewardship of our forests and for the preservation, management, and 
use of these precious natural resources for the benefit of the American peo-
ple. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8739 of October 14, 2011 

Blind Americans Equality Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Generations of blind and visually impaired Americans have dedicated their 
passion and skills to enhancing our national life—leading as public serv-
ants, penning works of literature, lending their voice to music, and inspir-
ing as champions of sport. On Blind Americans Equality Day, we celebrate 
the achievements of blind and visually impaired Americans and reaffirm 
our commitment to advancing their complete social and economic integra-
tion. 

My Administration is dedicated to ensuring Americans with disabilities 
have every opportunity to reach their full potential. Last year, I signed the 
Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act to set 
new standards that enable people living with disabilities to access 
broadband, digital, and mobile innovations. To help level the playing field 
for employment, we are working to improve the Federal Government’s 
compliance with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act. Making electronic 
and information technology 508 compliant will give applicants with dis-
abilities a fair chance and allow employees with disabilities to use nec-
essary tools while on the job. By taking these steps, my Administration re-
affirms its pledge to openness by making sure that people with disabilities 
can better access all the information the Federal Government has placed 
online. 

This year also marks the 75th anniversary of the passage of the Randolph- 
Sheppard Act. For decades, the legislation has provided openings for blind 
Americans to work as vendors on Federal property, creating meaningful en-
trepreneurial opportunities and enabling them to contribute to our econ-
omy. These jobs have enriched the lives of those participating in the Ran-
dolph-Sheppard program and enhanced public understanding of blindness 
for those who have interacted with the program’s vendors. 

Though we have made progress in the march to equality for the blind and 
those with low vision, there is still more work to be done. In addition to 
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improving access to technology and employment opportunities, this Janu-
ary, I signed the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act. This landmark legisla-
tion requires electric and hybrid car manufacturers to add sounds to alert 
all pedestrians to the presence of these unusually quiet vehicles. These pro-
visions will help increase the safety and independence of blind and vis-
ually impaired Americans. 

By joint resolution approved on October 6, 1964 (Public Law 88–628, as 
amended), the Congress designated October 15 of each year as ‘‘White Cane 
Safety Day’’ to recognize the contributions of Americans who are blind or 
have low vision. Today, let us recommit to forging ahead with the work 
of perfecting our Union and ensuring we remain a Nation where all our 
people, including those living with disabilities, have every opportunity to 
achieve their dreams. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2011, as Blind Americans Equal-
ity Day. I call upon public officials, business and community leaders, edu-
cators, librarians, and Americans across the country to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8740 of October 24, 2011 

United Nations Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In 1945, 51 nations in a world shaken by war signed the Charter of the 
United Nations. Determined to move beyond an era of violence and uncer-
tainty, these pioneers aimed to prevent conflict by addressing its causes. 
Today, the United Nations provides a forum to seek lasting peace by medi-
ating international disputes, advancing human rights, and fostering global 
cooperation. On United Nations Day, we join our 192 fellow member states 
in celebrating the founding ideals of the Charter, and we recommit to the 
global pursuit of peace, justice, and human dignity. 

Built out of the ashes of war and genocide, the United Nations emerged as 
a vehicle for human progress. Recognizing the power and virtue of working 
in concert, the founders of this institution set out to mend the wounds 
caused by World War II, embrace peace over chaos, and lay the foundation 
for global cooperation on shared goals. Now, as the fates of nations become 
ever more intertwined, the leadership, staff, and member states of the 
United Nations continue to play an essential role in addressing global 
issues—from public health and economic development to climate change, 
transnational terrorism, and nuclear proliferation. 

Extraordinary events have reminded the world that the collective action of 
ordinary citizens can lead the march toward liberty and justice. At a time 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:26 Aug 24, 2012 Jkt 226006 PO 00000 Frm 00156 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\226006T.XXX 226006Ter
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-09-07T09:58:12-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




