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§ 250.1925 May BSEE direct me to con-
duct additional audits? 

(a) If BSEE identifies safety or non- 
compliance concerns based on the re-
sults of our inspections and evalua-
tions, or as a result of an event, BSEE 
may direct you to have an independent 
third-party audit of your SEMS pro-
gram, in addition to the regular audit 
required by § 250.1920, or BSEE may 
conduct an audit. 

(1) If BSEE direct you to have an 
independent third-party audit, 

(i) You are responsible for all of the 
costs associated with the audit, and 

(ii) The independent third-party 
audit must meet the requirements of 
§ 250.1920 of this part and you must en-
sure that the independent third party 
submits the findings and conclusions of 
a BSEE-directed audit according to the 
requirements in § 250.1920 to BSEE 
within 30 days after the audit is com-
pleted. 

(2) If BSEE conducts the audit, BSEE 
will provide a report of the findings 
and conclusions within 30 days of the 
audit. 

(b) Findings from these audits may 
result in enforcement actions as identi-
fied in § 250.1927. 

(c) You must provide the BSEE a 
copy of your plan for addressing the de-
ficiencies identified in the BSEE-di-
rected audit within 30 days of comple-
tion of the audit as required in 
§ 250.1920. 

§ 250.1926 What qualifications must an 
independent third party or my des-
ignated and qualified personnel 
meet? 

(a) You must either choose an inde-
pendent third-party or your designated 
and qualified personnel to audit your 
SEMS program. You must take into ac-
count the following qualifications 
when selecting the third-party or your 
designated and qualified personnel: 

(1) Previous education and experience 
with SEMS, or similar management re-
lated programs. 

(2) Technical capabilities of the indi-
vidual or organization for the specific 
project. 

(3) Ability to perform the inde-
pendent third-party functions for the 
specific project considering current 
commitments. 

(4) Previous experience with BSEE 
regulatory requirements and proce-
dures. 

(5) Previous education and experience 
to comprehend and evaluate how the 
company’s offshore activities, raw ma-
terials, production methods and equip-
ment, products, byproducts, and busi-
ness management systems may impact 
health and safety performance in the 
workplace. 

(b) You must have procedures to 
avoid conflicts of interest related to 
the development of your SEMS pro-
gram and the independent third party 
auditor and your designated and quali-
fied personnel. 

(c) BSEE may evaluate the qualifica-
tions of the independent third parties 
or your designated and qualified per-
sonnel. This may include an audit of 
documents and procedures or inter-
views. BSEE may disallow audits by a 
specific independent third-party or 
your designated and qualified per-
sonnel if they do not meet the criteria 
of this section. 

§ 250.1927 What happens if BSEE finds 
shortcomings in my SEMS pro-
gram? 

If BSEE determines that your SEMS 
program is not in compliance with this 
subpart we may initiate one or more of 
the following enforcement actions: 

(a) Issue an Incident(s) of Noncompli-
ance; 

(b) Assess civil penalties; or 
(c) Initiate probationary or disquali-

fication procedures from serving as an 
OCS operator. 

§ 250.1928 What are my recordkeeping 
and documentation requirements? 

(a) Your SEMS program procedures 
must ensure that records and docu-
ments are maintained for a period of 6 
years, except as provided below. You 
must document and keep all SEMS au-
dits for 6 years and make them avail-
able to BSEE upon request. You must 
maintain a copy of all SEMS program 
documents at an onshore location. 

(b) For JSAs, the person in charge of 
the activity must document the results 
of the JSA in writing and must ensure 
that records are kept onsite for 30 
days. You must retain these records for 
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2 years and make them available to 
BSEE upon request. 

(c) You must document and date all 
management of change provisions as 
specified in § 250.1912. You must retain 
these records for 2 years and make 
them available to BSEE upon request. 

(d) You must keep your injury/illness 
log for 2 years and make them avail-
able to BSEE upon request. 

(e) You must keep all evaluations 
completed on contractor’s safety poli-
cies and procedures for 2 years and 
make them available to BSEE upon re-
quest. 

(f) You must keep all records in an 
orderly manner, readily identifiable, 
retrievable and legible, and include the 
date of any and all revisions. 

§ 250.1929 What are my responsibilities 
for submitting OCS performance 
measure data? 

You must submit Form BSEE–0131 on 
an annual basis by March 31st. The 
form must be broken down quarterly, 
reporting the previous calendar year’s 
data. 

PART 251—GEOLOGICAL AND 
GEOPHYSICAL (G&G) EXPLO-
RATIONS OF THE OUTER CONTI-
NENTAL SHELF 

Sec. 
251.1 Definitions. 
251.2 [Reserved] 
251.3 Authority and applicability of this 

part. 
251.4–251.6 [Reserved] 
251.7 Test drilling activities under a permit. 
251.8–251.14 [Reserved] 
251.15 Authority for information collection. 

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 9701, 43 U.S.C. 1334. 

SOURCE: 76 FR 64462, Oct. 18, 2011 unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 251.1 Definitions. 
Terms used in this part have the fol-

lowing meaning: 
Act means the Outer Continental 

Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA), as amended 
(43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.). 

Analyzed geological information means 
data collected under a permit or a lease 
that have been analyzed. Analysis may 
include, but is not limited to, identi-
fication of lithologic and fossil con-
tent, core analyses, laboratory anal-

yses of physical and chemical prop-
erties, well logs or charts, results from 
formation fluid tests, and descriptions 
of hydrocarbon occurrences or haz-
ardous conditions. 

Archaeological interest means capable 
of providing scientific or humanistic 
understanding of past human behavior, 
cultural adaptation, and related topics 
through the application of scientific or 
scholarly techniques, such as con-
trolled observation, contextual meas-
urements, controlled collection, anal-
ysis, interpretation, and explanation. 

Archaeological resources mean any ma-
terial remains of human life or activi-
ties that are at least 50 years of age 
and of archaeological interest. 

Coastal environment means the phys-
ical, atmospheric, and biological com-
ponents, conditions, and factors that 
interactively determine the produc-
tivity, state, condition, and quality of 
the terrestrial ecosystem from the 
shoreline inward to the boundaries of 
the coastal zone. 

Coastal Zone means the coastal 
waters (including the lands therein and 
thereunder) and the adjacent 
shorelands (including the waters there-
in and thereunder), strongly influenced 
by each other and in proximity to the 
shorelines of the several coastal States 
and extends seaward to the outer limit 
of the U.S. territorial sea. 

Coastal Zone Management Act means 
the Coastal Zone Management Act of 
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.). 

Data means facts, statistics, meas-
urements, or samples that have not 
been analyzed, processed, or inter-
preted. 

Deep stratigraphic test means drilling 
that involves the penetration into the 
sea bottom of more than 500 feet (152 
meters). 

Director means the Director of the 
Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, or a subordinate authorized to 
act on the Director’s behalf. 

Exploration means the commercial 
search for oil, gas, and sulphur. Activi-
ties classified as exploration include, 
but are not limited to: 

(1) Geological and geophysical ma-
rine and airborne surveys where mag-
netic, gravity, seismic reflection, seis-
mic refraction, gas sniffers, coring, or 
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