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rating greater than 15,000 psig or a 
temperature rating greater than 350 de-
grees Fahrenheit; 

(2) The maximum anticipated surface 
pressure or shut-in tubing pressure is 
greater than 15,000 psig on the seafloor 
for a well with a subsea wellhead or at 
the surface for a well with a surface 
wellhead; or 

(3) The flowing temperature is equal 
to or greater than 350 degrees Fahr-
enheit on the seafloor for a well with a 
subsea wellhead or at the surface for a 
well with a surface wellhead. 

(c) For this section, related equip-
ment includes wellheads, tubing heads, 
tubulars, packers, threaded connec-
tions, seals, seal assemblies, produc-
tion trees, chokes, well control equip-
ment, and any other equipment that 
will be exposed to the HPHT environ-
ment. 

§ 250.808 Hydrogen sulfide. 
Production operations in zones 

known to contain hydrogen sulfide 
(H2S) or in zones where the presence of 
H2S is unknown, as defined in § 250.490 
of this part, shall be conducted in ac-

cordance with that section and other 
relevant requirements of subpart H, 
Production Safety Systems. 

Subpart I—Platforms and 
Structures 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PLATFORMS 

§ 250.900 What general requirements 
apply to all platforms? 

(a) You must design, fabricate, in-
stall, use, maintain, inspect, and assess 
all platforms and related structures on 
the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) so 
as to ensure their structural integrity 
for the safe conduct of drilling, 
workover, and production operations. 
In doing this, you must consider the 
specific environmental conditions at 
the platform location. 

(b) You must also submit an applica-
tion under § 250.905 of this subpart and 
obtain the approval of the Regional Su-
pervisor before performing any of the 
activities described in the following 
table: 

Activity requiring application and approval Conditions for conducting the activity 

(1) Install a platform. This includes placing a newly constructed 
platform at a location or moving an existing platform to a 
new site.

(i) You must adhere to the requirements of this subpart, includ-
ing the industry standards in § 250.901. 

(ii) If you are installing a floating platform, you must also ad-
here to U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) regulations for the fab-
rication, installation, and inspection of floating OCS facilities. 

(2) Major modification to any platform. This includes any struc-
tural changes that materially alter the approved plan or 
cause a major deviation from approved operations and any 
modification that increases loading on a platform by 10 per-
cent or more.

(i) You must adhere to the requirements of this subpart, includ-
ing the industry standards in § 250.901. 

(ii) Before you make a major modification to a floating platform, 
you must obtain approval from both the BSEE and the 
USCG for the modification. 

(3) Major repair of damage to any platform. This includes any 
corrective operations involving structural members affecting 
the structural integrity of a portion or all of the platform.

(i) You must adhere to the requirements of this subpart, includ-
ing the industry standards in § 250.901. 

(ii) Before you make a major repair to a floating platform, you 
must obtain approval from both the BSEE and the USCG for 
the repair. 

(4) Convert an existing platform at the current location for a 
new purpose.

(i) The Regional Supervisor will determine on a case-by-case 
basis the requirements for an application for conversion of 
an existing platform at the current location. 

(ii) At a minimum, your application must include: the converted 
platform’s intended use; and a demonstration of the ade-
quacy of the design and structural condition of the converted 
platform. 

(iii) If a floating platform, you must also adhere to USCG regu-
lations for the fabrication, installation, and inspection of float-
ing OCS facilities. 
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Activity requiring application and approval Conditions for conducting the activity 

(5) Convert an existing mobile offshore drilling unit (MODU) for 
a new purpose.

(i) The Regional Supervisor will determine on a case-by-case 
basis the requirements for an application for conversion of 
an existing MODU. 

(ii) At a minimum, your application must include: the converted 
MODU’s intended location and use; a demonstration of the 
adequacy of the design and structural condition of the con-
verted MODU; and a demonstration that the level of safety 
for the converted MODU is at least equal to that of re-used 
platforms. 

(iii) You must also adhere to USCG regulations for the fabrica-
tion, installation, and inspection of floating OCS facilities. 

(c) Under emergency conditions, you 
may make repairs to primary struc-
tural elements to restore an existing 
permitted condition without submit-
ting an application or receiving prior 
BSEE approval for up to 120-calendar 
days following an event. You must no-
tify the Regional Supervisor of the 
damage that occurred within 24 hours 
of its discovery, and you must provide 
a written completion report to the Re-
gional Supervisor of the repairs that 
were made within 1 week after com-
pleting the repairs. If you make emer-
gency repairs on a floating platform, 
you must also notify the USCG. 

(d) You must determine if your new 
platform or major modification to an 
existing platform is subject to the 
Platform Verification Program (PVP). 
Section 250.910 of this subpart fully de-
scribes the facilities that are subject to 
the PVP. If you determine that your 
platform is subject to the PVP, you 
must follow the requirements of 
§§ 250.909 through 250.918 of this sub-
part. 

(e) You must submit notification of 
the platform installation date and the 
final as-built location data to the Re-
gional Supervisor within 45-calendar 
days of completion of platform instal-
lation. 

(1) For platforms not subject to the 
Platform Verification Program (PVP), 
BSEE will cancel the approved plat-
form application 1 year after the ap-
proval has been granted if the platform 
has not been installed. If BSEE cancels 
the approval, you must resubmit your 
platform application and receive BSEE 
approval if you still plan to install the 
platform. 

(2) For platforms subject to the PVP, 
cancellation of an approval will be on 
an individual platform basis. For these 

platforms, BSEE will identify the date 
when the installation approval will be 
cancelled (if installation has not oc-
curred) during the application and ap-
proval process. If BSEE cancels your 
installation approval, you must resub-
mit your platform application and re-
ceive BSEE approval if you still plan to 
install the platform. 

§ 250.901 What industry standards 
must your platform meet? 

(a) In addition to the other require-
ments of this subpart, your plans for 
platform design, analysis, fabrication, 
installation, use, maintenance, inspec-
tion and assessment must, as appro-
priate, conform to: 

(1) ACI Standard 318–95, Building 
Code Requirements for Reinforced Con-
crete (ACI 318–95) and Commentary 
(ACI 318R–95) (incorporated by ref-
erence at § 250.198); 

(2) ACI 357R–84, Guide for the Design 
and Construction of Fixed Offshore 
Concrete Structures, 1984; reapproved 
1997 (incorporated by reference at 
§ 250.198); 

(3) ANSI/AISC 360–05, Specification 
for Structural Steel Buildings, (as 
specified in § 250.198); 

(4) American Petroleum Institute 
(API) Bulletin 2INT–DG, Interim Guid-
ance for Design of Offshore Structures 
for Hurricane Conditions, (as incor-
porated by reference in § 250.198); 

(5) API Bulletin 2INT–EX, Interim 
Guidance for Assessment of Existing 
Offshore Structures for Hurricane Con-
ditions, (as incorporated by reference 
in § 250.198); 

(6) API Bulletin 2INT–MET, Interim 
Guidance on Hurricane Conditions in 
the Gulf of Mexico, (as incorporated by 
reference in § 250.198); 
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