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SUBCHAPTER K—PERMANENT PROGRAM PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS 

PART 810—PERMANENT PROGRAM 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS— 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 
810.1 Scope. 
810.2 Objective. 
810.3 Authority. 
810.4 Responsibility. 
810.11 Applicability. 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 102, 201, 501(b), 503, 504, 
505, 512, 515, 516 and 517, Pub. L. 95-87, 91 Stat. 
448, 449, 468, 470, 471, 473, 483, 486, 495, and 498 
(30 U.S.C. 1202, 1211, 1251, 1253, 1254, 1255, 1262, 
1265, 1266, and 1267). 

SOURCE: 44 FR 15393, Mar. 13, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 810.1 Scope. 
This subchapter sets forth the min-

imum performance standards and de-
sign requirements to be adopted and 
implemented under a regulatory pro-
gram for coal exploration and surface 
coal mining and reclamation oper-
ations. 

§ 810.2 Objective. 
The objective of this subchapter is to 

ensure that coal exploration and sur-
face coal mining and reclamation oper-
ations are conducted in manners which 
are compatible with the environ-
mental, social, and esthetic needs of 
the Nation. Accordingly, the perform-
ance standards and design require-
ments in this subchapter will provide 
for— 

(a) Protection of the health, safety, 
and general welfare of mine workers 
and the public; 

(b) Maximum use and conservation of 
the solid fuel resource being recovered 
so that reaffecting the land through fu-
ture surface coal mining operations 
can be minimized; 

(c) Prompt reclamation of all af-
fected areas to conditions that are ca-
pable of supporting the premining land 
uses or higher or better land uses; 

(d) Reclamation of land affected by 
surface coal mining operations as con-
temporaneously as practicable with 
mining operations; 

(e) Minimizing, to the extent possible 
using the best technology currently 
available, disturbances and adverse im-
pacts on fish, wildlife, and other re-
lated environmental values, and en-
hancement of such resources where 
practicable; 

(f) Revegetation which achieves a 
prompt vegetative cover and recovery 
of productivity levels compatible with 
approved land uses; 

(g) Minimum disturbance to the pre-
vailing hydrologic balance at the mine- 
site and in associated off-site areas, 
and to the quality and quantity of 
water in surface and ground water sys-
tems; 

(h) Protection of fragile and historic 
lands where surface coal mining oper-
ations could result in significant dam-
age to important historic, cultural, sci-
entific, or esthetic values and natural 
systems; 

(i) Confinement of surface coal min-
ing and reclamation operations includ-
ing, but not limited to, the location of 
spoil disposal areas to lands within the 
permit area; and 

(j) Striking a balance between pro-
tection of the environment and agricul-
tural productivity and the Nation’s 
need for coal as an essential source of 
energy. 

(k) Protection of endangered and 
threatened species and their critical 
habitats as determined by the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.). 

§ 810.3 Authority. 

The Secretary shall approve and pro-
mulgate minimum coal exploration 
and surface mining and reclamation 
operations performance standards and 
design requirements applicable under 
regulatory programs which are at least 
as stringent as subchapter K in accord-
ance with subchapter C of this chapter. 

§ 810.4 Responsibility. 

(a) The Director shall ensure that 
performance standards and design re-
quirements at least as stringent as the 
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standards of this subchapter are imple-
mented and enforced under every regu-
latory program. 

(b) The State regulatory authority 
shall ensure that performance stand-
ards and design requirements at least 
as stringent as the standards in this 
subchapter are implemented and en-
forced under every State program. 

(c) Each person conducting coal ex-
ploration or surface coal mining and 
reclamation operations is responsible 
for complying with performance stand-
ards and design requirements which are 
at least as stringent as the standards 
in this subchapter and the applicable 
regulatory program. 

§ 810.11 Applicability. 
Part 815 applies to all coal explo-

ration conducted under regulatory pro-
grams. part 816 applies to all surface 
mining activities conducted under reg-
ulatory programs. Part 817 applies to 
all underground mining activities con-
ducted under regulatory programs. 
Parts 818 through 828 apply to certain 
special categories of surface coal min-
ing and reclamation operations. Parts 
816 and 817 apply to each of those spe-
cial categories of operations, except to 
the extent that a provision of parts 818 
through 828 specifically exempts a par-
ticular category from a particular re-
quirement of part 816 or part 817. 

PART 815—PERMANENT PROGRAM 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS— 
COAL EXPLORATION 

Sec. 
815.1 Scope and purpose. 
815.2 Permitting information. 
815.13 Required documents. 
815.15 Performance standards for coal explo-

ration. 

AUTHORITY: 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq., as amend-
ed; and Pub. L. 100–34. 

SOURCE: 48 FR 40636, Sept. 8, 1983, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 815.1 Scope and purpose. 
This part sets forth performance 

standards required for coal exploration 
which substantially disturbs the nat-
ural land surface. At the discretion of 
the regulatory authority, coal explo-
ration operations may be further re-
quired to comply with the applicable 

standards of 30 CFR parts 816 through 
828. 

§ 815.2 Permitting information. 
Notwithstanding cross-references in 

other parts which may be otherwise 
construed, part 772 establishes the no-
tice and permit information require-
ments for coal exploration. 

[53 FR 52950, Dec. 29, 1988] 

§ 815.13 Required documents. 
Each person who conducts coal explo-

ration which substantially disturbs the 
natural land surface shall, while in the 
exploration area, have available a copy 
of the filed notice of intention to ex-
plore or a copy of the exploration per-
mit for review by the authorized rep-
resentative of the regulatory authority 
upon request. 

§ 815.15 Performance standards for 
coal exploration. 

(a) Habitats of unique or unusually 
high value for fish, wildlife, and other 
related environmental values and crit-
ical habitats of threatened or endan-
gered species identified pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) shall not be dis-
turbed during coal exploration. 

(b) All roads or other transportation 
facilities used for coal exploration 
shall comply with the applicable provi-
sions of §§ 816.150 (b) through (f), 816.180, 
and 816.181 of this chapter. 

(c) If excavations, artificially flat 
areas, or embankments are created 
during exploration, these areas shall be 
returned to the approximate original 
contour promptly after such features 
are no longer needed for coal explo-
ration. 

(d) Topsoil shall be separately re-
moved, stored, and redistributed on 
areas disturbed by coal exploration ac-
tivities as necessary to assure success-
ful revegetation or as required by the 
regulatory authority. 

(e) All areas disturbed by coal explo-
ration activities shall be revegetated 
in a manner that encourages prompt 
revegetation and recovery of a diverse, 
effective, and permanent vegetative 
cover. Revegetation shall be accom-
plished in accordance with the fol-
lowing: 
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