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held in the name of a foreign terrorist 
organization or its agent or in which a 
foreign terrorist organization or its 
agent has an interest, and with respect 
to which payments, transfers, expor-
tations, withdrawals, or other dealings 
may not be made or effected except 
pursuant to an authorization or license 
from the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol authorizing such action. 

§ 597.304 Designation. 
The term designation includes both 

the designation and redesignation of a 
foreign terrorist organization pursuant 
to 8 U.S.C. 1189. 

§ 597.305 Effective date. 
Except as that term is used in 

§ 597.201(d), the term effective date refers 
to the effective date of the applicable 
prohibitions and directives contained 
in this part which is October 6, 1997, or, 
in the case of foreign terrorist organi-
zations designated after that date and 
their agents, the earlier of the date on 
which a financial institution receives 
actual or constructive notice of such 
designation or of the Secretary of 
Treasury’s exercise of his authority to 
block financial transactions pursuant 
to 8 U.S.C. 1189(a)(2)(C) and § 597.201(a). 

§ 597.306 Entity. 
The term entity includes a partner-

ship, association, corporation, or other 
organization, group, or subgroup. 

§ 597.307 Financial institution. 
The term financial institution shall 

have the definition given that term in 
31 U.S.C. 5312(a)(2) as from time to time 
amended, notwithstanding the defini-
tion of that term in 31 CFR part 103. 

NOTE: The breadth of the statutory defini-
tion of financial institution precludes its re-
production in this section. Among the types 
of businesses covered are insured banks (as 
defined in 12 U.S.C. 1813(h)), commercial 
banks or trust companies, private bankers, 
agencies or branches of a foreign bank in the 
United States, insured institutions (as de-
fined in 12 U.S.C. 1724(a)), thrift institutions, 
brokers or dealers registered with the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission under 15 
U.S.C. 78a et seq., securities or commodities 
brokers and dealers, investment bankers or 
investment companies, currency exchanges, 
issuers, redeemers, or cashiers of traveler’s 
checks, checks, money orders, or similar in-

struments, credit card system operators, in-
surance companies, dealers in precious met-
als, stones or jewels, pawnbrokers, loan or fi-
nance companies, travel agencies, licensed 
senders of money, telegraph companies, busi-
nesses engaged in vehicle sales, including 
automobile, airplane or boat sales, persons 
involved in real estate closings and settle-
ments, the United States Postal Service, a 
casino, gambling casino, or gaming estab-
lishment with an annual gaming revenue of 
more than $1,000,000 as further described in 31 
U.S.C. 5312(a)(2), or agencies of the United 
States Government or of a State or local 
government carrying out a duty or power of 
any of the businesses described in 31 U.S.C. 
5312(a)(2). 

§ 597.308 Financial transaction. 

The term financial transaction means 
a transactioninvolving the transfer or 
movement of funds, whether by wire or 
other means. 

§ 597.309 Foreign terrorist organiza-
tion. 

The term foreign terrorist organization 
means an organization designated or 
redesignated as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization, or with respect to which 
the Secretary of State has notified 
Congress of the intention to designate 
as a foreign terrorist organization, 
under 8 U.S.C. 1189(a). 

§ 597.310 Funds. 

The term funds includes coin or cur-
rency of the United States or any other 
country, traveler’s checks, personal 
checks, bank checks, money orders, 
stocks, bonds, debentures, drafts, let-
ters of credit, any other negotiable in-
strument, and any electronic represen-
tation of any of the foregoing. An elec-
tronic representation of any of the 
foregoing includes any form of digital 
or electronic cash, coin, or currency in 
use currently or placed in use in the fu-
ture. 

§ 597.311 General license. 

The term general license means any li-
cense or authorization the terms of 
which are set forth in this part. 

§ 597.312 Interest. 

Except as otherwise provided in this 
part, the term interest when used with 
respect to funds or assets (e.g., ‘‘an in-
terest in funds’’) means an interest of 
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any nature whatsoever, direct or indi-
rect. 

§ 597.313 License. 
Except as otherwise specified, the 

term license means any license or au-
thorization contained in or issued pur-
suant to this part. 

§ 597.314 Person. 
The term person means an individual 

or entity. 

§ 597.315 Specific license. 
The term specific license means any li-

cense or authorization not set forth in 
this part but issued pursuant to this 
part. 

§ 597.316 Transaction. 
The term transaction shall have the 

meaning set forth in 18 U.S.C. 
1956(c)(3), as from time to time amend-
ed. As of the effective date, this term 
includes a purchase, sale, loan, pledge, 
gift, transfer, delivery, or other dis-
position of any asset, and with respect 
to a financial institution includes a de-
posit, withdrawal, transfer between ac-
counts, exchange of currency, loan, ex-
tension of credit, purchase or sale of 
any stock, bond, certificate of deposit, 
or other monetary instrument, use of a 
safe deposit box, or any other payment, 
transfer, or delivery by, through, or to 
a financial institution, by whatever 
means effected. 

§ 597.317 Transfer. 
The term transfer means any actual 

or purported act or transaction, wheth-
er or not evidenced by writing, and 
whether or not done or performed with-
in the United States, the purpose, in-
tent, or effect of which is to create, 
surrender, release, convey, transfer, or 
alter, directly or indirectly, any right, 
remedy, power, privilege, or interest 
with respect to any property and, with-
out limitation upon the foregoing, 
shall include the making, execution, or 
delivery of any assignment, power, con-
veyance, check, declaration, deed, deed 
of trust, power of attorney, power of 
appointment, bill of sale, mortgage, re-
ceipt, agreement, contract, certificate, 
gift, sale, affidavit, or statement; the 
making of any payment; the setting off 
of any obligation or credit; the ap-

pointment of any agent, trustee, or fi-
duciary; the creation or transfer of any 
lien; the issuance, docketing, filing, or 
levy of or under any judgment, decree, 
attachment, injunction, execution, or 
other judicial or administrative proc-
ess or order, or the service of any gar-
nishment; the acquisition of any inter-
est of any nature whatsoever by reason 
of a judgment or decree of any foreign 
country; the fulfillment of any condi-
tion; the exercise of any power of ap-
pointment, power of attorney, or other 
power; or the acquisition, disposition, 
transportation, importation, expor-
tation, or withdrawal of any security. 

§ 597.318 United States. 

The term United States means the 
United States, its territories, states, 
commonwealths, districts, and posses-
sions, and all areas under the jurisdic-
tion or authority thereof. 

§ 597.319 U.S. financial institution. 

The term U.S. financial institution 
means: 

(a) Any financial institution orga-
nized under the laws of the United 
States, including such financial insti-
tution’s foreign branches; 

(b) Any financial institution oper-
ating or doing business in the United 
States; or 

(c) Those branches, offices and agen-
cies of foreign financial institutions 
which are located in the United States, 
but not such foreign financial institu-
tions’ other foreign branches, offices, 
or agencies. 

Subpart D—Interpretations 

§ 597.401 Reference to amended sec-
tions. 

Except as otherwise specified, ref-
erence to any section of this part or to 
any regulation, ruling, order, instruc-
tion, direction, or license issued pursu-
ant to this part shall be deemed to 
refer to the same as currently amend-
ed. 

§ 597.402 Effect of amendment. 
Any amendment, modification, or 

revocation of any section of this part 
or of any order, regulation, ruling, in-
struction, or license issued by or under 
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