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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 22.420 

5 Electronic copies may be obtained at 
Internet site http://www.whitehouse.gov/OMB. 
For paper copies, contact the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, EOP Publications, 725 
17th St. NW., New Executive Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20503. 

an award to a recipient that does not 
fully meet the standards. 

§ 22.415 Standards. 

To be qualified, a potential recipient 
must: 

(a) Have the management capability 
and adequate financial and technical 
resources, given those that would be 
made available through the grant or 
cooperative agreement, to execute the 
program of activities envisioned under 
the grant or cooperative agreement. 

(b) Have a satisfactory record of exe-
cuting such programs or activities (if a 
prior recipient of an award). 

(c) Have a satisfactory record of in-
tegrity and business ethics. 

(d) Be otherwise qualified and eligi-
ble to receive a grant or cooperative 
agreement under applicable laws and 
regulations (see § 22.420(c)). 

§ 22.420 Pre-award procedures. 

(a) The appropriate method to be 
used and amount of effort to be ex-
pended in deciding the qualification of 
a potential recipient will vary. In de-
ciding on the method and level of ef-
fort, the grants officer should consider 
factors such as: 

(1) DoD’s past experience with the re-
cipient; 

(2) Whether the recipient has pre-
viously received cost-type contracts, 
grants, or cooperative agreements from 
the Federal Government; and 

(3) The amount of the prospective 
award and complexity of the project to 
be carried out under the award. 

(b) There is no DoD-wide requirement 
to obtain a pre-award credit report, 
audit, or any other specific piece of in-
formation. On a case-by-case basis, the 
grants officer will decide whether there 
is a need to obtain any such informa-
tion to assist in deciding whether the 
recipient meets the standards in § 22.415 
(a), (b), and (c). 

(1) Should the grants officer in a par-
ticular case decide that a pre-award 
credit report, audit, or survey is need-
ed, he or she should consult first with 
the appropriate grants administration 
office (identified in § 22.710), and decide 
whether pre-existing surveys or audits 
of the recipient, such as those of the 
recipient’s internal control systems 

under OMB Circular A–133 5 will satisfy 
the need (see § 22.715(a)(1)). 

(2) If, after consulting with the 
grants administration office, the 
grants officer decides to obtain a credit 
report, audit, or other information, and 
the report or other information dis-
closes that a potential recipient is de-
linquent on a debt to an agency of the 
United States Government, then: 

(i) The grants officer shall take such 
information into account when deter-
mining whether the potential recipient 
is qualified with respect to the grant or 
cooperative agreement; and 

(ii) If the grants officer decides to 
make the award to the recipient, un-
less there are compelling reasons to do 
otherwise, the grants officer shall 
delay the award of the grant or cooper-
ative agreement until payment is made 
or satisfactory arrangements are made 
to repay the debt. 

(c) In deciding whether a recipient is 
otherwise qualified and eligible in ac-
cordance with the standard in 
§ 22.415(d), the grants officer shall en-
sure that the potential recipient: 

(1) Is not identified in the Govern-
mentwide Excluded Parties List Sys-
tem (EPLS) as being debarred, sus-
pended, or otherwise ineligible to re-
ceive the award. In addition to being a 
requirement for every new award, note 
that checking the EPLS also is a re-
quirement for subsequent obligations 
of additional funds, such as incre-
mental funding actions, in the case of 
pre-existing awards to institutions of 
higher education, as described at 32 
CFR 22.520(e)(5). The grants officer’s re-
sponsibilities include (see the OMB 
guidance at 2 CFR 180.425 and 180.430, as 
implemented by the Department of De-
fense at 2 CFR 1125.425) checking the 
EPLS for: 

(i) Potential recipients of prime 
awards; and 

(ii) A recipient’s principals (as de-
fined in OMB guidance at 2 CFR 180.995, 
implemented by the Department of De-
fense in 2 CFR part 1125), potential re-
cipients of subawards, and principals of 
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