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Director of ISOO. The agency head 
must make the request and shall pro-
vide a specific justification of the need 
for this authority. The Director of 
ISOO shall forward the request, along 
with the Director’s recommendation, 
to the President through the National 
Security Advisor within 30 days. Agen-
cies wishing to increase their assigned 
level of original classification author-
ity shall forward requests in accord-
ance with the procedures of this para-
graph. 

(c) Reporting delegations of original 
classification authority. All delegations 
of original classification authority 
shall be reported to the Director of 
ISOO. This can be accomplished by an 
initial submission followed by updates 
on a frequency determined by the sen-
ior agency official, but at least annu-
ally. 

§ 2001.12 Duration of classification. 

(a) Determining duration of classifica-
tion for information originally classified 
under the Order—(1) Establishing dura-
tion of classification. Except for infor-
mation that should clearly and demon-
strably be expected to reveal the iden-
tity of a confidential human source or 
a human intelligence source or key de-
sign concepts of weapons of mass de-
struction, an original classification au-
thority shall follow the sequence listed 
in paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (ii), and (iii) of 
this section when determining the du-
ration of classification for information 
originally classified under this Order. 

(i) The original classification author-
ity shall attempt to determine a date 
or event that is less than 10 years from 
the date of original classification and 
which coincides with the lapse of the 
information’s national security sensi-
tivity, and shall assign such date or 
event as the declassification instruc-
tion. 

(ii) If unable to determine a date or 
event of less than 10 years, the original 
classification authority shall ordi-
narily assign a declassification date 
that is 10 years from the date of the 
original classification decision. 

(iii) If unable to determine a date or 
event of 10 years, the original classi-
fication authority shall assign a de-
classification date not to exceed 25 

years from the date of the original 
classification decision. 

(2) Duration of classification of special 
categories of information. The only ex-
ceptions to the sequence in paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section are as follows: 

(i) If an original classification au-
thority is classifying information that 
should clearly and demonstrably be ex-
pected to reveal the identity of a con-
fidential human source or a human in-
telligence source, the duration shall be 
up to 75 years and shall be designated 
with the following marking, ‘‘50X1– 
HUM;’’ or 

(ii) If an original classification au-
thority is classifying information that 
should clearly and demonstrably be ex-
pected to reveal key design concepts of 
weapons of mass destruction, the dura-
tion shall be up to 75 years and shall be 
designated with the following marking, 
‘‘50X2–WMD.’’ 

(b) Extending duration of classification 
for information classified under the 
Order. Extensions of classification are 
not automatic. If an original classifica-
tion authority with jurisdiction over 
the information does not extend the 
classification of information assigned a 
date or event for declassification, the 
information is automatically declas-
sified upon the occurrence of the date 
or event. 

(1) If the date or event assigned by 
the original classification authority 
has not passed, an original classifica-
tion authority with jurisdiction over 
the information may extend the classi-
fication duration of such information 
for a period not to exceed 25 years from 
the date of origin of the record. 

(2) If the date or event assigned by 
the original classification authority 
has passed, an original classification 
authority with jurisdiction over the in-
formation may reclassify the informa-
tion in accordance with the Order and 
this Directive only if it meets the 
standards for classification under sec-
tions 1.1 and 1.5 of the Order as well as 
section 3.3 of the Order, if appropriate. 

(3) In all cases, when extending the 
duration of classification, the original 
classification authority must: 

(i) Be an original classification au-
thority with jurisdiction over the in-
formation; 
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(ii) Ensure that the information con-
tinues to meet the standards for classi-
fication under the Order; and 

(iii) Make reasonable attempts to no-
tify all known holders of the informa-
tion. 

(c) Duration of information classified 
under prior orders—(1) Specific date or 
event. Unless declassified earlier, infor-
mation marked with a specific date or 
event for declassification under a prior 
order is automatically declassified 
upon that date or event. If the specific 
date or event has not passed, an origi-
nal classification authority with juris-
diction over the information may ex-
tend the duration in accordance with 
the requirements of paragraph (b) of 
this section. If the date or event as-
signed by the original classification 
authority has passed, an original clas-
sification authority with jurisdiction 
over the information may only reclas-
sify information in accordance with 
the standards and procedures under the 
Order and this Directive. If the infor-
mation is contained in records deter-
mined to be permanently valuable, and 
the prescribed date or event will take 
place more than 25 years from the date 
of origin of the document, the declas-
sification of the information will in-
stead be subject to section 3.3 of the 
Order. 

(2) Indefinite duration of classification. 
For information marked with X1, X2, 
X3, X4, X5, X6, X7, or X8; ‘‘Originating 
Agency’s Determination Required’’ or 
its acronym ‘‘OADR,’’ ‘‘Manual Re-
view’’ or its acronym ‘‘MR;’’ ‘‘DCI 
Only;’’ ‘‘DNI Only;’’ and any other 
marking indicating an indefinite dura-
tion of classification under a prior 
order; or in those cases where a docu-
ment is missing a required declassifica-
tion instruction or the instruction is 
not complete: 

(i) A declassification authority, as 
defined in section 3.1(b) of the Order, 
may declassify it; 

(ii) An original classification author-
ity with jurisdiction over the informa-
tion may re-mark the information to 
establish a duration of classification of 
no more than 25 years from the date of 
origin of the document, consistent with 
the requirements for information origi-
nally classified under the Order, as pro-

vided in paragraph (a) of this section; 
or 

(iii) Unless declassified earlier, such 
information contained in records deter-
mined to be permanently valuable 
shall remain classified for 25 years 
from the date of its origin, at which 
time it will be subject to section 3.3 of 
the Order. 

(3) Release of imagery acquired by 
space-based intelligence reconnaissance 
systems. The duration of classification 
of imagery as defined in E.O. 12951, Re-
lease of Imagery Acquired by Space-Based 
Intelligence Reconnaissance Systems, that 
is otherwise marked with an indefinite 
duration, such as ‘‘DCI Only’’ or ‘‘DNI 
Only,’’ shall be established by the Di-
rector of National Intelligence in ac-
cordance with E.O. 12951 and consistent 
with E.O. 13526. Any such information 
shall be remarked in accordance with 
instructions prescribed by the Director 
of National Intelligence. 

§ 2001.13 Classification prohibitions 
and limitations. 

(a) Declassification without proper au-
thority. Classified information that has 
been declassified without proper au-
thority, as determined by an original 
classification authority with jurisdic-
tion over the information, remains 
classified and administrative action 
shall be taken to restore markings and 
controls, as appropriate. All such de-
terminations shall be reported to the 
senior agency official who shall 
promptly provide a written report to 
the Director of ISOO. 

(1) If the information at issue is in 
records in the physical and legal cus-
tody of the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) and 
has been made available to the public, 
the original classification authority 
with jurisdiction over the information 
shall, as part of determining whether 
the restoration of markings and con-
trols is appropriate, consider whether 
the removal of the information from 
public purview will significantly miti-
gate the harm to national security or 
otherwise draw undue attention to the 
information at issue. Written notifica-
tion, classified when appropriate under 
the Order, shall be made to the Archi-
vist, which shall include a description 
of the record(s) at issue, the elements 
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