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LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT (GENERAL) 

§ 150.502 What are the maintenance 
and repair requirements for life-
saving equipment? 

(a) Each deepwater port must have 
on board, or in the operator’s principal 
office in the case of an unmanned port, 
the manufacturer’s instructions for 
performing onboard maintenance and 
repair of the port’s lifesaving equip-
ment. The instructions must include 
the following for each item of equip-
ment, as applicable: 

(1) Instructions for maintenance and 
repair; 

(2) A checklist for use when carrying 
out the monthly inspections required 
under § 150.513; 

(3) A schedule of periodic mainte-
nance; 

(4) A diagram of lubrication points 
with the recommended lubricants; 

(5) A list of replaceable parts; 
(6) A list of spare parts sources; and 
(7) A log for records of inspections 

and maintenance. 
(b) In lieu of the manufacturer’s in-

structions required under paragraph (a) 
of this section, the deepwater port may 
have its own onboard planned mainte-
nance program for maintenance and re-
pair that is equivalent to the proce-
dures recommended by the equipment 
manufacturer. 

(c) The deepwater port must des-
ignate a person in charge of ensuring 
that maintenance and repair is carried 
out in accordance with the instructions 
required in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

(d) If deficiencies in the maintenance 
or condition of lifesaving equipment 
are identified, the Officer in Charge of 
Marine Inspection (OCMI) may review 
the instructions under paragraph (a) of 
this section and require appropriate 
changes to the instructions or oper-
ations to provide for adequate mainte-
nance and readiness of the equipment. 

(e) When lifeboats, rescue boats, and 
liferafts are not fully operational be-
cause of ongoing maintenance or re-
pairs, there must be a sufficient num-
ber of fully operational lifeboats and 
liferafts available for use to accommo-
date all persons on the deepwater port. 

(f) Except in an emergency, repairs or 
alterations affecting the performance 

of lifesaving equipment must not be 
made without notifying the OCMI in 
advance. The person in charge must re-
port emergency repairs or alterations 
to lifesaving equipment to the OCMI, 
as soon as practicable. 

(g) The person in charge must ensure 
that spare parts and repair equipment 
are provided for each lifesaving appli-
ance and component subject to exces-
sive wear or consumption. 

LAUNCHING APPLIANCES 

§ 150.503 What are the time interval 
requirements for maintenance on 
survival craft falls? 

(a) Each fall used in a launching de-
vice for survival craft or rescue boats 
must be turned end-for-end at intervals 
of not more than 30 months. 

(b) Each fall must be replaced by a 
new fall when deteriorated, or at inter-
vals of not more than 5 years, which-
ever is earlier. 

(c) A fall that cannot be turned end- 
for-end under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion must be carefully inspected be-
tween 24 and 30 months after its instal-
lation. If the inspection shows that the 
fall is faultless, the fall may be contin-
ued in service up to 4 years after its in-
stallation. It must be replaced by a 
new fall 4 years after installation. 

§ 150.504 When must the operator serv-
ice and examine lifeboat and rescue 
boat launching appliances? 

(a) The operator must service launch-
ing appliances for lifeboats and rescue 
boats at intervals recommended in the 
manufacturer’s instructions under 
§ 150.502(a), or according to the deep-
water port’s planned maintenance pro-
gram under § 150.502(b). 

(b) The operator must thoroughly ex-
amine launching appliances for life-
boats and rescue boats at intervals of 
not more than 5 years. Upon comple-
tion of the examination, the operator 
must subject the winch brakes of the 
launching appliance to a dynamic test. 

§ 150.505 When must the operator serv-
ice and examine lifeboat and rescue 
boat release gear? 

(a) The operator must service life-
boat and rescue boat release gear at in-
tervals recommended in the manufac-
turer’s instructions under § 150.502(a), 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 11:58 Aug 31, 2012 Jkt 226133 PO 00000 Frm 00217 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\226133.XXX 226133w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



208 

33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–12 Edition) § 150.506 

or according to the deepwater port’s 
planned maintenance program under 
§ 150.502(b). 

(b) The operator must subject life-
boat and rescue boat release gear to a 
thorough examination at each annual 
self-certification inspection by per-
sonnel trained in examining the gear. 

INFLATABLE LIFESAVING APPLIANCES 

§ 150.506 When must the operator serv-
ice inflatable lifesaving appliances 
and marine evacuation systems? 

(a) The operator must service each 
inflatable lifejacket, hybrid inflatable 
lifejacket, and marine evacuation sys-
tem at 1-year intervals after its initial 
packing. The operator may delay the 
servicing for up to 5 months to meet 
the next scheduled inspection of the 
deepwater port. 

(b) The operator must service each 
inflatable liferaft no later than the 
month and year on its servicing sticker 
under 46 CFR 160.151–57(m)(3)(ii), except 
that the operator may delay servicing 
by up to 5 months to meet the next 
scheduled inspection of the deepwater 
port. The operator must also service 
each inflatable liferaft: 

(1) Whenever the container of the raft 
is damaged; or 

(2) Whenever the container straps or 
seals are broken. 

§ 150.507 How must the operator serv-
ice inflatable lifesaving appliances? 

(a) The operator must service each 
inflatable liferaft according to 46 CFR 
subpart 160.151. 

(b) The operator must service each 
inflatable lifejacket according to 46 
CFR subpart 160.176. 

(c) The operator must service each 
hybrid inflatable lifejacket according 
to the owner’s manual and the proce-
dures in 46 CFR subpart 160.077. 

§ 150.508 What are the maintenance 
and repair requirements for inflat-
able rescue boats? 

The operator must perform the main-
tenance and repair of inflatable rescue 
boats according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

OPERATIONAL TESTS AND INSPECTIONS 
(GENERAL) 

§ 150.509 How must emergency equip-
ment be tested and inspected? 

All lifesaving, firefighting, and other 
emergency equipment at a deepwater 
port must be tested and inspected 
under this subpart. 

§ 150.510 How must tested emergency 
equipment be operated? 

The equipment must be operated 
under the operating instructions of the 
equipment’s manufacturer when tests 
or inspections include operational test-
ing of emergency equipment. 

§ 150.511 What are the operational 
testing requirements for lifeboat 
and rescue boat release gear? 

(a) Lifeboat and rescue boat release 
gear must be operationally tested 
under a load of 1.1 times the total mass 
of the lifeboat or rescue boat when 
loaded with its full complement of per-
sons and equipment. 

(b) The test must be conducted when-
ever the lifeboat, rescue boat, or its re-
lease gear is overhauled, or at least 
once every 5 years. 

(c) The Officer in Charge of Marine 
Inspection may consider alternate 
operational test procedures to those 
under paragraph (a) of this section. 

FREQUENCY OF TESTS AND INSPECTIONS 

§ 150.512 What occurs during the 
weekly tests and inspections? 

The required weekly tests and inspec-
tions of lifesaving equipment are as 
follows: 

(a) The operator must visually in-
spect each survival craft, rescue boat, 
and launching device to ensure its 
readiness for use; 

(b) The operator must test the gen-
eral alarm system; and 

(c) The operator must test for readi-
ness of the engine, starting device, and 
communications equipment of each 
lifeboat and rescue boat according to 
the manufacturer’s instructions. 

§ 150.513 What occurs during the 
monthly tests and inspections? 

(a) The operator must inspect each 
item of lifesaving equipment under 
§ 150.502(b) of this subpart monthly, to 
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