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(ii) The State will make use of the re-
sources available through each public
agency and EIS provider in the State
to implement the child find system in
an effective manner.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(3)(A), 1431,
1434(1), 1435(a)(2), 1435(a)(5), 1435(c)(2)(G),
1437(a)(6), 1437(a)(10), 1441)

REFERRAL PROCEDURES

§303.303 Referral procedures.

(a) General. (1) The lead agency’s
child find system described in §303.302
must include the State’s procedures for
use by primary referral sources for re-
ferring a child under the age of three to
the part C program.

(2) The procedures required in para-
graph (a)(1) of this section must—

(i) Provide for referring a child as
soon as possible, but in no case more
than seven days, after the child has
been identified; and

(ii) Meet the requirements in para-
graphs (b) and (c) of this section.

(b) Referral of specific at-risk infants
and toddlers. The procedures required in
paragraph (a) of this section must pro-
vide for requiring the referral of a child
under the age of three who—

(1) Is the subject of a substantiated
case of child abuse or neglect; or

(2) Is identified as directly affected
by illegal substance abuse or with-
drawal symptoms resulting from pre-
natal drug exposure.

(c) Primary referral sources. As used in
this subpart, primary referral sources
include—

(1) Hospitals, including prenatal and
postnatal care facilities;

(2) Physicians;

(3) Parents, including parents of in-
fants and toddlers;

(4) Child care programs and early
learning programs;

(5) LEAs and schools;

(6) Public health facilities;

(7) Other public health or social serv-
ice agencies;

(8) Other clinics and health care pro-
viders;

(9) Public agencies and staff in the
child welfare system, including child
protective service and foster care;

(10) Homeless family shelters; and
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(11) Domestic violence shelters and
agencies.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(3)(A), 1431,
1434(1),  1435(a)(2),  1435(a)(5),  1435(a)(6),
1435(c)(2)(G), 1437(a)(6), 1437(a)(10), 1441)

§§303.304-303.309 [Reserved]

POST-REFERRAL PROCEDURES—
SCREENINGS, EVALUATIONS, AND AS-
SESSMENTS

§303.310 Post-referral timeline (45
days).

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, any screening under
§303.320 (if the State has adopted a pol-
icy and elects, and the parent consents,
to conduct a screening of a child); the
initial evaluation and the initial as-
sessments of the child and family
under §303.321; and the initial IFSP
meeting under §303.342 must be com-
pleted within 45 days from the date the
lead agency or EIS provider receives
the referral of the child.

(b) Subject to paragraph (c) of this
section, the 45-day timeline described
in paragraph (a) of this section does
not apply for any period when—

(1) The child or parent is unavailable
to complete the screening (if applica-
ble), the initial evaluation, the initial
assessments of the child and family, or
the initial IFSP meeting due to excep-
tional family circumstances that are
documented in the child’s early inter-
vention records; or

(2) The parent has not provided con-
sent for the screening (if applicable),
the initial evaluation, or the initial as-
sessment of the child, despite docu-
mented, repeated attempts by the lead
agency or EIS provider to obtain pa-
rental consent.

(¢c) The lead agency must develop
procedures to ensure that in the event
the circumstances described in (b)(1) or
(b)(2) of this section exist, the lead
agency or EIS provider must—

(1) Document in the child’s early
intervention records the exceptional
family circumstances or repeated at-
tempts by the lead agency or EIS pro-
vider to obtain parental consent;

(2) Complete the screening (if appli-
cable), the initial evaluation, the ini-
tial assessments (of the child and fam-
ily), and the initial IFSP meeting as
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soon as possible after the documented
exceptional family circumstances de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion no longer exist or parental con-
sent is obtained for the screening (if
applicable), the initial evaluation, and
the initial assessment of the child; and

(3) Develop and implement an in-
terim IFSP, to the extent appropriate
and consistent with §303.345.

(d) The initial family assessment
must be conducted within the 45-day
timeline in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion if the parent concurs and even if
other family members are unavailable.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1433, 1435(a), 1436(c))
§§303.311-303.319 [Reserved]

§303.320 Screening procedures
tional).

(a) General. (1) The lead agency may
adopt procedures, consistent with the
requirements of this section, to screen
children under the age of three who
have been referred to the part C pro-
gram to determine whether they are
suspected of having a disability under
this part. If the lead agency or EIS pro-
vider proposes to screen a child, it
must—

(i) Provide the parent notice under
§303.421 of its intent to screen the child
to identify whether the child is sus-
pected of having a disability and in-
clude in that notice a description of
the parent’s right to request an evalua-
tion under §303.321 at any time during
the screening process; and

(ii) Obtain parental consent as re-
quired in §303.420(a)(1) before con-
ducting the screening procedures.

(2) If the parent consents to the
screening and the screening or other
available information indicates that
the child is—

(i) Suspected of having a disability,
after notice is provided under §303.421
and once parental consent is obtained
as required in §303.420, an evaluation
and assessment of the child must be
conducted under §303.321; or

(ii) Not suspected of having a dis-
ability, the lead agency or EIS provider
must ensure that notice of that deter-
mination is provided to the parent
under §303.421, and that the notice de-
scribes the parent’s right to request an
evaluation.

(op-

§303.321

(3) If the parent of the child requests
and consents to an evaluation at any
time during the screening process,
evaluation of the child must be con-
ducted under §303.321, even if the lead
agency or EIS provider has determined
under paragraph (a)(2)(ii) of this sec-
tion that the child is not suspected of
having a disability.

(b) Definition of screening procedures.
Screening procedures—

(1) Means activities under paragraphs
(a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section that are
carried out by, or under the super-
vision of, the lead agency or EIS pro-
vider to identify, at the earliest pos-
sible age, infants and toddlers sus-
pected of having a disability and in
need of early intervention services; and

(2) Includes the administration of ap-
propriate instruments by personnel
trained to administer those instru-
ments.

(c) Condition for evaluation or early
intervention services. For every child
under the age of three who is referred
to the part C program or screened in
accordance with paragraph (a) of this
section, the lead agency is not required
to—

(1) Provide an evaluation of the child
under §303.321 unless the child is sus-
pected of having a disability or the par-
ent requests an evaluation under para-
graph (a)(3) of this section; or

(2) Make early intervention services
available under this part to the child
unless a determination is made that
the child meets the definition of infant
or toddler with a disability under §303.21.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1432(H)(E)(ix), 1434(1),
1435(a)(2), 1435(a)(5) and (a)(6), 1435(c)(2)(G),
1437(a)(6), 1439(a)(6))

§303.321 Evaluation of the child and
assessment of the child and family.

(a) General. (1) The lead agency must
ensure that, subject to obtaining pa-
rental consent in accordance with
§303.420(a)(2), each child under the age
of three who is referred for evaluation
or early intervention services under
this part and suspected of having a dis-
ability, receives—

(i) A timely, comprehensive, multi-
disciplinary evaluation of the child in
accordance with paragraph (b) of this
section unless eligibility is established
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