
351 

Ofc. of Postsecondary Educ., Education § 644.4 

(1) Basic personal income, household 
money management, and financial 
planning skills; and 

(2) Basic economic decision-making 
skills. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–16) 

[59 FR 2658, Jan. 18, 1994, as amended at 75 
FR 65780, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 644.2 Who is eligible for a grant? 
The following entities are eligible for 

a grant to carry out an Educational 
Opportunity Centers project: 

(a) An institution of higher edu-
cation. 

(b) A public or private agency or or-
ganization, including a community- 
based organization with experience in 
serving disadvantaged youth. 

(c) A secondary school. 
(d) A combination of the types of in-

stitutions, agencies, and organizations 
described in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) 
of this section. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11) 

[59 FR 2658, Jan. 18, 1994 , as amended at 75 
FR 65780, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 644.3 Who is eligible to participate in 
a project? 

(a) An individual is eligible to par-
ticipate in an Educational Opportunity 
Centers project if the individual meets 
all of the following requirements: 

(1)(i) Is a citizen or national of the 
United States; 

(ii) Is a permanent resident of the 
United States; 

(iii) Is in the United States for other 
than a temporary purpose and provides 
evidence from the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service of his or her in-
tent to become a permanent resident; 

(iv) Is a permanent resident of Guam, 
the Northern Mariana Islands, or the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
(Palau); or 

(v) Is a resident of the Freely Associ-
ated States—the Federated States of 
Micronesia or the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands. 

(2)(i) Is at least 19 years of age; or 
(ii) Is less than 19 years of age, and 

the individual cannot be appropriately 
served by a Talent Search project 
under 34 CFR part 643, and the individ-
ual’s participation would not dilute the 
Educational Opportunity Centers 

project’s services to individuals de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(2)(i) of this 
section. 

(3) Expresses a desire to enroll, or is 
enrolled, in a program of postsecondary 
education, and requests information or 
assistance in applying for admission to, 
or financial aid for, such a program. 

(b) A veteran as defined in § 644.7(b), 
regardless of age, is eligible to partici-
pate in an Educational Opportunity 
Centers project if he or she satisfies 
the eligibility requirements in para-
graph (a) of this section other than the 
age requirement in paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11 and 1070a–16) 

§ 644.4 What services may a project 
provide? 

An Educational Opportunity Centers 
project may provide the following serv-
ices: 

(a) Public information campaigns de-
signed to inform the community about 
opportunities for postsecondary edu-
cation and training. 

(b) Academic advice and assistance in 
course selection. 

(c) Assistance in completing college 
admission and financial aid applica-
tions. 

(d) Assistance in preparing for col-
lege entrance examinations. 

(e) Education or counseling services 
designed to improve the financial and 
economic literacy of participants. 

(f) Guidance on secondary school re-
entry or entry to a General Edu-
cational Development (GED) program 
or other alternative education program 
for secondary school dropouts. 

(g) Individualized personal, career, 
and academic counseling. 

(h) Tutorial services. 
(i) Career workshops and counseling. 
(j) Mentoring programs involving ele-

mentary or secondary school teachers, 
faculty members at institutions of 
higher education, students, or any 
combination of these persons. 

(k) Programs and activities described 
in this section that are specially de-
signed for participants who are limited 
English proficient, participants from 
groups that are traditionally underrep-
resented in postsecondary education, 
participants who are individuals with 
disabilities, participants who are 
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homeless children and youth, partici-
pants who are foster care youth, or 
other disconnected participants. 

(l) Other activities designed to meet 
the purposes of the Educational Oppor-
tunity Centers program stated in 
§ 644.1. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–16) 

[59 FR 2658, Jan. 18, 1994, as amended at 75 
FR 65780, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 644.5 How long is a project period? 
A project period under the Edu-

cational Opportunity Centers program 
is five years. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11) 

[75 FR 65780, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 644.6 What regulations apply? 
The following regulations apply to 

the Educational Opportunity Centers 
program: 

(a) The Education Department Gen-
eral Administrative Regulations 
(EDGAR) in 34 CFR parts 74, 75 (except 
for §§ 75.215 through 75.221), 77, 79, 80, 82, 
84, 85, 86, 97, 98, and 99. 

(b) The regulations in this part 644. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11 and 1070a–16) 

[59 FR 2658, Jan. 18, 1994, as amended at 75 
FR 65780, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 644.7 What definitions apply? 
(a) Definitions in EDGAR. The fol-

lowing terms used in this part are de-
fined in 34 CFR 77.1: 

Applicant 
Application 
Budget 
Budget period 
EDGAR 
Equipment 
Facilities 
Fiscal year 
Grant 
Grantee 
Private 
Project 
Project period 
Public 
Secretary 
Supplies 

(b) Other definitions. The following 
definitions also apply to this part: 

Different population means a group of 
individuals that an eligible entity de-
sires to serve through an application 

for a grant under the Educational Op-
portunity Centers program and that— 

(i) Is separate and distinct from any 
other population that the entity has 
applied for a grant under this chapter 
to serve; or 

(ii) While sharing some of the same 
needs as another population that the 
eligible entity has applied for a grant 
to serve, has distinct needs for special-
ized services. 

Financial and economic literacy means 
knowledge about personal financial de-
cision-making, which may include but 
is not limited to knowledge about— 

(i) Personal and family budget plan-
ning; 

(ii) Understanding credit building 
principles to meet long-term and short- 
term goals (e.g., loan to debt ratio, 
credit scoring, negative impacts on 
credit scores); 

(iii) Cost planning for postsecondary 
or postbaccalaureate education (e.g., 
spending, saving, personal budgeting); 

(iv) College cost of attendance (e.g., 
public vs. private, tuition vs. fees, per-
sonal costs); 

(v) Financial assistance (e.g., 
searches, application processes, and 
differences between private and gov-
ernment loans, assistanceships); and 

(vi) Assistance in completing the 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA). 

Foster care youth means youth who 
are in foster care or are aging out of 
the foster care system. 

HEA means the Higher Education Act 
of 1965, as amended. 

Homeless children and youth means 
those persons defined in section 725 of 
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11434a). 

Individual with a disability means a 
person who has a disability, as that 
term is defined in section 12102 of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (42 
U.S.C. 12101 et seq.). 

Institution of higher education means 
an educational institution as defined in 
sections 101 and 102 of the HEA. 

Low-income individual means an indi-
vidual whose family’s taxable income 
did not exceed 150 percent of the pov-
erty level amount in the calendar year 
preceding the year in which the indi-
vidual initially participated in the 
project. The poverty level amount is 
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