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PART 200—ORGANIZATION, 
FUNCTIONS, AND PROCEDURES 

Subpart A—Organization 

Sec. 
200.1 Central organization 
200.2 Field organization. 

Subpart B—Functions and Procedures 

200.3 Forest Service functions. 
200.4 Administrative issuances. 
200.5 Indexes. 
200.6 Information available; inspection, 

copying, and charges. 
200.7 Request for records. 
200.8 Appeals. 
200.12 Land status and title records. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552; 7 U.S.C. 6706; 16 
U.S.C. 472, 521, 1603, and 2101 et seq. 

Subpart A—Organization 
§ 200.1 Central organization. 

(a) Central office. The national office 
of the Forest Service, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, is located in the Audi-
tors Building, 14th and Independence 
Avenue, SW. Washington, DC. It con-
sists of the Office of the Chief and As-
sociate Chief, and a Deputy Chief for 
each of the following five activities: 
Programs and Legislation, National 
Forest System, Research, State and 
Private Forestry, and Administration. 
All communications should be ad-
dressed to the Forest Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, P.O. Box 96090, 
Washington, DC 20090–6090. 

(b) Chief of the Forest Service. The 
Chief of the Forest Service, under the 
direction of the Secretary of Agri-
culture, administers the formulation, 
direction, and execution of Forest 
Service policies, programs, and activi-
ties. 

(c) Deputy Chiefs. The major activi-
ties of the Forest Service at the head-
quarters level are divided into five 
Deputy Chief areas with each further 
divided into staff units. The programs 
and functions of staff units are directed 
by staff directors and may be sub-
divided into groups headed by group 
leaders. A description of the major ac-
tivities of each Deputy Chief follows: 

(1) Programs and legislation. Overall 
planning of Forest Service programs, 
policy formulation and analysis, budg-
eting, legislative development, report-

ing and liaison, and environmental co-
ordination. 

(2) National Forest System. Adminis-
tration of National Forest System 
lands and management of natural re-
sources within the principle of mul-
tiple use and sustained yield. Manage-
ment includes planning, coordinating, 
and directing the national resource 
programs of timber, range, wildlife, 
recreation, watershed, and mineral 
areas; and support activities of fire, en-
gineering, lands, aviation, and com-
puter systems. The National Forest 
System includes: 

155 Proclaimed or designated National For-
ests 

20 National Grasslands 
51 Purchase Units 
8 Land Utilization Projects 
20 Research and Experimental Areas 
33 Other Areas 

The first four classifications listed 
above are administered as 121 Forest 
Service Administrative Units, each 
headed by a Forest Supervisor. Na-
tional Recreation Areas, National For-
est Wildernesses, and Primitive Areas 
are included in the above land classi-
fications. 

(3) Research. Plan, coordinate, and di-
rect research programs to learn how 
man can best use and protect the plant, 
animal, soil, water, and esthetic re-
sources of nonagricultural rural and 
exurban lands for his well-being and 
enjoyment. These programs include re-
search on timber management, forest 
products and engineering, forest eco-
nomics and marketing, watersheds, 
wildlife and fish habitat, range, recre-
ation and other environmental con-
cerns, forest insects and disease, forest 
fire and atmospheric science. Plans and 
directs international forestry activi-
ties and disseminates forestry research 
information throughout the world. 

(4) State and private forestry. Coordi-
nate and provide leadership for inter-
governmental resource programs for 
technical and financial assistance to 
improve and protect State and pri-
vately-owned forest resources and 
urban and community forestry. Carries 
out this action through cooperative 
forestry, area planning and develop-
ment, cooperative fire protection, for-
est insect and disease management, co-
operative tree planting, and overall 
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Forest Service participation in rural 
development and environmental con-
cern, including civil defense and other 
emergency activities. 

(5) Administration. Provide support for 
Forest Service programs through man-
agement improvement, fiscal and ac-
counting, administrative services, per-
sonnel management, manpower and 
youth conservation, antipoverty pro-
grams, communication and electronics, 
internal review system, external au-
dits, coordination of civil rights activi-
ties, public information, and Service- 
wide management of systems and com-
puter applications. 

[41 FR 24350, June 16, 1976, as amended at 42 
FR 32230, June 24, 1977; 43 FR 27190, June 23, 
1978; 44 FR 5660, Jan. 29, 1979; 62 FR 33366, 
June 19, 1997] 

§ 200.2 Field organization. 
The field organization of the Forest 

Service consists of regions, stations, 
and areas as described below: 

(a) Regions of the National Forest Sys-
tem. For the purpose of managing the 
lands administered by the Forest Serv-
ice, the United States is divided into 
nine geographic regions of the National 
Forest System. Each region has a head-
quarters office and is supervised by a 
Regional Forester who is responsible to 
the Chief for the activities assigned to 
that region. Within each region are lo-
cated national forests and other lands 
of the Forest Service. 

(1) National Forests. Each Forest has a 
headquarters office and is supervised 
by a Forest Supervisor who is respon-
sible to the Regional Forester. Two or 
more proclaimed or designated Na-
tional Forests, or all of the Forests in 
a State, may be combined into one For-
est Service Administrative Unit headed 
by one Forest Supervisor. Each Forest 
is divided into Ranger Districts. The 
Alaska Region is composed of two Na-
tional Forests without Ranger Dis-
tricts; with one Forest divided into 
three areas, each administered by a 
Forest Supervisor. 

(2) Ranger districts. Each district may 
include a portion of a national forest, a 
national grassland or portion thereof, a 
national recreation area, a wilderness 
or primitive area, and other lands ad-
ministered by the Forest Service. Each 
district has a headquarters office and is 

supervised by a District Ranger (or 
Area Ranger in some cases) who is re-
sponsible to the Forest Supervisor. 

(b) Forest and rangeland research co-
ordination. The field research program 
is coordinated by six research stations, 
the national Forest Products Labora-
tory, and the International Institute of 
Tropical Forestry. Each has a head-
quarters office and a Director who is 
responsible to the Chief for all research 
activities within a geographical area of 
the United States or its territories. 
Scientists are based at Research Work 
Units with laboratories located in 36 
lower States, Hawaii, Alaska, and 
Puerto Rico. Scientists primarily con-
duct their work within a given geo-
graphical area, but due to the inte-
grated and cooperative nature of the 
research program, they make work na-
tionwide and internationally. 

(c) State and private forestry coopera-
tion. Field level cooperation between 
the Forest Service, States, and the pri-
vate sector on forestry activities is ac-
complished by the Northeastern Area 
State and Private Forestry for the 
Northeastern States; and by the Na-
tional Forest Regional Offices in the 
Southeastern and Western States. The 
Northeastern Area is supervised by an 
Area Director who is responsible to the 
Chief for State and private forestry ac-
tivities within the Area. Regional For-
esters in Regions 1 through 8 and Re-
gion 10 are responsible for State and 
private forestry activities within those 
regions. 

(d) International Institute of Tropical 
Forestry. The Institute is managed by a 
Director who is the senior Forest Serv-
ice official in Puerto Rico. The Direc-
tor is responsible to the Chief for plan-
ning and directing research, science 
and technology exchange, technical as-
sistance to the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, and international cooperation 
on natural resources concerning trop-
ical forestry. 

(e) Field addresses. The addresses of 
Regional Foresters, Station Directors, 
and Area Directors are given below. 
Under each Regional Office address is a 
list of National Forest Administrative 
Units by States with locations of For-
est Supervisor headquarters. Head-
quarters locations for Ranger Districts, 
National Grasslands, and National 
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