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use as adaptive equipment. These in-
clude such items as automatic trans-
missions, power brakes, power steering 
and other automotive options. 

(c) For those items where specific De-
partment of Veterans Affairs standards 
of safety and quality have not as yet 
been developed, or where such stand-
ards are otherwise provided as with 
custom-designed or factory option 
items, authorization of suitable adapt-
ive equipment will not be delayed. Ap-
proval of such adaptive equipment, 
however, shall be subject to the judg-
ment of designated certifying officials 
that it meets implicit standards of 
safety and quality adopted by the in-
dustry or as later developed by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. 

[40 FR 8819, Mar. 3, 1975. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21966, May 13, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 
17072, Apr. 9, 1997] 

§ 17.156 Eligibility for automobile 
adaptive equipment. 

Automobile adaptive equipment may 
be authorized if the Under Secretary 
for Health or designee determines that 
such equipment is deemed necessary to 
insure that the eligible person will be 
able to operate the automobile or other 
conveyance in a manner consistent 
with such person’s safety and so as to 
satisfy the applicable standards of li-
censure established by the State of 
such person’s residency or other proper 
licensing authority. 

(a) Persons eligible for adaptive 
equipment are: 

(1) Veterans who are entitled to re-
ceive compensation for the loss or per-
manent loss of use of one or both feet; 
or the loss or permanent loss of use of 
one or both hands; or ankylosis of one 
or both knees, or one of both hips if the 
disability is the result of injury in-
curred or disease contracted in or ag-
gravated by active military, naval or 
air service. 

(2) Members of the Armed Forces 
serving on active duty who are suf-
fering from any disability described in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section in-
curred or contracted during or aggra-
vated by active military service are el-
igible to receive automobile adaptive 
equipment. 

(b) Payment or reimbursement of 
reasonable costs for the repair, replace-

ment, or reinstallation of adaptive 
equipment deemed necessary for the 
operation of the automobile may be au-
thorized by the Under Secretary for 
Health or designee. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3902) 

[53 FR 46607, Nov. 18, 1988. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21966, May 13, 1996, as amended at 62 FR 
17072, Apr. 9, 1997] 

§ 17.157 Definition-adaptive equip-
ment. 

The term, adaptive equipment, 
means equipment which must be part 
of or added to a conveyance manufac-
tured for sale to the general public to 
make it safe for use by the claimant, 
and enable that person to meet the ap-
plicable standards of licensure. Adapt-
ive equipment includes any term speci-
fied by the Under Secretary for Health 
or designee as ordinarily necessary for 
any of the classes of losses or combina-
tion of such losses specified in § 17.156 
of this part, or as deemed necessary in 
an individual case. Adaptive equipment 
includes, but is not limited to, a basic 
automatic transmission, power steer-
ing, power brakes, power window lifts, 
power seats, air-conditioning equip-
ment when necessary for the health 
and safety of the veteran, and special 
equipment necessary to assist the eligi-
ble person into or out of the auto-
mobile or other conveyance, regardless 
of whether the automobile or other 
conveyance is to be operated by the eli-
gible person or is to be operated for 
such person by another person; and any 
modification of the interior space of 
the automobile or other conveyance if 
needed because of the physical condi-
tion of such person in order for such 
person to enter or operate the vehicle. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3901, 3902) 

[53 FR 46608, Nov. 18, 1988. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 21966, 21968, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.158 Limitations on assistance. 
(a) An eligible person shall not be en-

titled to adaptive equipment for more 
than two automobiles or other convey-
ances at any one time or during any 
four-year period except when due to 
circumstances beyond control of such 
person, one of the automobiles or con-
veyances for which adaptive equipment 
was provided during the applicable 
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four-year period is no longer available 
for the use of such person. 

(1) Circumstances beyond the control 
of the eligible person are those where 
the vehicle was lost due to fire, theft, 
accident, court action, or when repairs 
are so costly as to be prohibitive or a 
different vehicle is required due to a 
change in the eligible person’s physical 
condition. 

(2) For purposes of paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section, an eligible person shall be 
deemed to have access to and use of an 
automobile or other conveyance for 
which the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs has provided adaptive equipment 
if that person has sold, given or trans-
ferred the vehicle to a spouse, family 
member or other person residing in the 
same household as the eligible person, 
or to a business owned by such person. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3903) 

(b) Eligible persons may be reim-
bursed for the actual cost of adaptive 
equipment subject to a dollar amount 
for specific items established from 
time to time by the Under Secretary 
for Health. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3902) 

(c) Reimbursement for a repair to an 
item of adaptive equipment is limited 
to the current vehicles of record and 
only to the basic components author-
ized as automobile adaptive equipment. 
Reimbursable amounts for repairs are 
limited to the cost of parts and labor 
based on the amounts published in gen-
erally acceptable commercial esti-
mating guides for domestic auto-
mobiles. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3902) 

[53 FR 46608, Nov. 18, 1988. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 21966, 21968, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.159 Obtaining vehicles for special 
driver training courses. 

The Secretary may obtain by pur-
chase, lease, gift or otherwise, any 
automobile, motor vehicle, or other 
conveyance deemed necessary to con-
duct special driver training courses at 
Department of Veterans Affairs health 
care facilities. The Secretary may sell, 
assign, transfer or convey any such 
automobile, vehicle or conveyance to 
which the Department of Veterans Af-

fairs holds title for such price or under 
such terms deemed appropriate by the 
Secretary. Any proceeds received from 
such disposition shall be credited to 
the applicable Department of Veterans 
Affairs appropriation. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3903(e)(3)) 

[45 FR 6939, Jan. 31, 1980. Redesignated at 54 
FR 46607, Nov. 18, 1988, and further redesig-
nated at 61 FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

DENTAL SERVICES 

§ 17.160 Authorization of dental exami-
nations. 

When a detailed report of dental ex-
amination is essential for a determina-
tion of eligibility for benefits, dental 
examinations may be authorized for 
the following classes of claimants or 
beneficiaries: 

(a) Those having a dental disability 
adjudicated as incurred or aggravated 
in active military, naval, or air service 
or those requiring examination to de-
termine whether the dental disability 
is service connected. 

(b) Those having disability from dis-
ease or injury other than dental, adju-
dicated as incurred or aggravated in 
active military, naval, or air service 
but with an associated dental condition 
that is considered to be aggravating 
the basic service-connected disorder. 

(c) Those for whom a dental examina-
tion is ordered as a part of a general 
physical examination. 

(d) Those requiring dental examina-
tion during hospital, nursing home, or 
domiciliary care. 

(e) Those held to have suffered dental 
injury or aggravation of an existing 
dental injury, as the result of examina-
tion, hospitalization, or medical or sur-
gical (including dental) treatment that 
had been awarded. 

(f) Veterans who are participating in 
a rehabilitation program under 38 
U.S.C. chapter 31 are entitled to such 
dental services as are professionally 
determined necessary for any of the 
reasons enumerated in § 17.47(g). 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712(b); ch. 31) 

(g) Those for whom a special dental 
examination is authorized by the 
Under Secretary for Health or the As-
sistant Chief Medical Director for Den-
tistry. 
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