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(4) Ability to provide grant technical
assistance; and

(5) Ability to evaluate the overall ef-
fectiveness of the technical assistance
program and to make adjustments, if
necessary, based on those evaluations.

§61.54 Awarding technical assistance
grants.

(a) Applicants will first be grouped in
categories according to the funding pri-
orities set forth in the NOFA, if any.
Applicants will then be ranked, within
their respective funding category if ap-
plicable. The highest-ranked applica-
tions for which funding is available,
within highest priority funding cat-
egory if applicable, will be condi-
tionally selected to receive a technical
assistance grant in accordance with
their ranked order, as determined
under §61.53 of this part. If funding pri-
orities have been established and funds
are still available after selection of
those applicants in the highest priority
group VA will continue to condi-
tionally select applicants in lower pri-
ority categories in accordance with the
selection method set forth in this para-
graph subject to available funding.

(b) In the event of a tie between ap-
plicants, VA will use the score from
§61.563(c) of this part to determine the
ranking.

(c) For those applicants selected to
receive a technical assistance grant,
VA will execute an agreement and
make payments to the grant recipient
in accordance with §61.61 of this part.

(d) The amount of the technical as-
sistance grant will be the estimated
total operational cost of the technical
assistance over the life of the technical
assistance grant award as specified in
the technical assistance grant agree-
ment. Payments may be made for no
more than 3 years. Recipients may
apply again thereafter only in response
to a Notice of Fund Availability.

(e) The amount of a technical assist-
ance grant under this part may not ex-
ceed the cost of the estimated cost of
the provision of technical assistance.

(f) VA will not pay for sustenance or
lodging under a technical assistance
grant.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2002, 2011, 2012, 2061,
2064, 7721 note)

§61.61

§61.55 Technical assistance reports.

Each recipient of a technical assist-
ance grant must submit to VA, quar-
terly, a report describing the activities
for which the technical assistance
grant funds were awarded, including
the type and amount of technical as-
sistance provided and the number of
nonprofit community-based groups
served.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2002, 2011, 2012, 2061,
2064, 7721 note)

(The Office of Management and Budget has
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under control number
2900-0554)

[68 FR 13594, Mar. 19, 2003, as amended at 68
FR 55468, Sept. 26, 2003]

§61.60 Notice of Fund Availability.

When funds are made available for
capital grants, per diem for non-capital
grant recipients, special needs grants,
or technical assistance grants, VA will
publish a Notice of Fund Availability
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The notice
will:

(a) Give the location for obtaining
application packages;

(b) Specify the date, time, and place
for submitting completed applications;

(c) State the estimated amount and
type of funding available; and

(d) State any priorities for or exclu-
sions from funding to meet the statu-
tory mandate of 38 U.S.C. 2011, to en-
sure that awards do not result in the
duplication of ongoing services and to
reflect the maximum extent prac-
ticable appropriate geographic disper-
sion and an appropriate balance be-
tween urban and nonurban locations.

(e) Provide other information nec-
essary for the application process.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2002, 2011, 2012, 2061,
2064, 7721 note)

§61.61 Agreement and funding ac-
tions.

(a) When an applicant for a capital
grant, per diem, a special needs grant,
or a technical assistance grant meets
all of the requirements under this part
for the type of assistance requested and
VA has funding for such assistance, VA
will incorporate requirements under
this part into an agreement to be exe-
cuted by VA and the applicant. Upon
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