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election occurred, or upon the death, 
departure or resignation of the current 
Chairman, whichever occurs first, and 
expires upon the election and installa-
tion of a successor Chairman; 

(2) Shall preside at all regular and 
special meetings of the Board, and 
shall set the agenda for such meetings; 

(3) Shall select and appoint the chair-
man, vice chairman (if any), and mem-
bers of any committee properly estab-
lished by the Board. 

(b) If the Postmaster General is 
elected Chairman of the Board, the 
Governors shall also elect one of their 
number to preside during proceedings 
dealing with matters upon which only 
the Governors may vote. 

(c) In the event of the Chairman’s 
death, departure or resignation prior to 
the election of a successor, the Board, 
as soon as practicable, shall elect a 
new Chairman who shall serve a term 
that commences immediately upon 
election and expires upon the election 
and installation of a successor Chair-
man. 

(d)(1) Upon the election and installa-
tion of a new Chairman of the Board, 
the immediate past Chairman shall be-
come Chairman Pro Tempore of the 
Board, to preside during the absence of 
the Chairman and Vice Chairman at 
any meeting of the Board during the 
year or years following the immediate 
past Chairman’s tenure as Chairman 
and until another Chairman has been 
elected. 

(2) The Chairman Pro Tempore shall, 
at the request of the Chairman or Vice 
Chairman, serve as the representative 
of the Board of Governors at con-
ferences, trade shows, ceremonial func-
tions and other meetings important to 
Postal Service business. 

[77 FR 17333, Mar. 26, 2012] 

§ 4.2 Vice Chairman. 
The Vice Chairman is elected by the 

Governors from among the members of 
the Board and shall perform the duties 
and exercise the powers of the Chair-
man during the Chairman’s absence or 
disability. The Vice Chairman is elect-
ed at the Board’s regularly scheduled 
November meeting for a term that 
commences on December 1 of the cal-
endar year in which the election oc-
curred or upon the death, departure or 

resignation of the current Vice Chair-
man, whichever occurs first, and ex-
pires upon the election and installation 
of a successor Vice Chairman. In the 
event of the Vice Chairman’s death, de-
parture or resignation prior to the 
election of a successor, the Board, as 
soon as practicable, shall elect a new 
Vice Chairman who shall serve a term 
that commences immediately upon 
election and expires upon the election 
and installation of a successor Vice 
Chairman. 

[77 FR 17333, Mar. 26, 2012] 

§ 4.3 Postmaster General. 

The appointment and role of the 
Postmaster General are described at 39 
U.S.C. 202(c), 203. The Governors set the 
compensation and benefits of the Post-
master General by resolution, subject 
to 39 U.S.C. 1003(a) and 3686. 

§ 4.4 Deputy Postmaster General. 

The appointment and role of the Dep-
uty Postmaster General are described 
at 39 U.S.C. 202(d), 203. The Deputy 
Postmaster General shall act as Post-
master General during the Postmaster 
General’s absence or disability, and 
when a vacancy exists in the office of 
Postmaster General. The Governors set 
the compensation and benefits of the 
Deputy Postmaster General, subject to 
39 U.S.C. 1003(a) and 3686. 

§ 4.5 Assistant Postmasters General, 
General Counsel, Judicial Officer, 
Chief Postal Inspector. 

There are within the Postal Service a 
General Counsel, a Judicial Officer, a 
Chief Postal Inspector, and such num-
ber of officers, described in 39 U.S.C. 
204 as Assistant Postmasters General, 
whether so denominated or not, as the 
Board authorizes by resolution. These 
officers are appointed by, and serve at 
the pleasure of, the Postmaster Gen-
eral. The Chief Postal Inspector shall 
report to, and be under the general su-
pervision of, the Postmaster General. 
The Postmaster General shall prompt-
ly notify the Governors and both 
Houses of Congress in writing if he or 
she removes the Chief Postal Inspector 
or transfers the Chief Postal Inspector 
to another position or location within 
the Postal Service, and shall include in 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 17:20 Aug 10, 2012 Jkt 226145 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\39\39V1.TXT ofr150 PsN: PC150



16 

39 CFR Ch. I (7–1–12 Edition) § 4.6 

any such notification the reasons for 
such removal or transfer. 

§ 4.6 Secretary of the Board. 
The Secretary of the Board of Gov-

ernors is appointed by the Governors 
and serves at the pleasure of the Gov-
ernors. The Secretary shall be respon-
sible for carrying out the functions of 
the Office of the Board of Governors, 
under the direction of the Chairman of 
the Board. The Secretary shall also 
issue notices of meetings of the Board 
and its committees, keep minutes of 
these meetings, and take steps nec-
essary for compliance with all statutes 
and regulations dealing with public ob-
servation of meetings. The Secretary 
shall perform all those duties incident 
to this office, including those duties as-
signed by the Board or by the Chair-
man of the Board. The Chairman may 
designate such assistant secretaries as 
may be necessary to perform any of the 
duties of the Secretary. 

PART 5—COMMITTEES (ARTICLE V) 

Sec. 
5.1 Establishment and appointment. 
5.2 Committee procedure. 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 202, 203, 204, 205, 
401(2), (10), 1003. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 78983, Dec. 24, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 5.1 Establishment and appointment. 
From time to time the Board may es-

tablish by resolution special and stand-
ing committees of one or more mem-
bers of the Board. The Board shall 
specify, in the resolution establishing 
any committee, whether the com-
mittee is authorized to submit rec-
ommendations or preliminary deci-
sions to the Board, to conduct hearings 
for the Board, or otherwise to take ac-
tion on behalf of the Board. Each com-
mittee may exercise only those duties, 
functions, and powers prescribed from 
time to time by the Board, and the 
Board may affirm, alter, or revoke any 
action of any committee. Each member 
of the Board may have access to all of 
the information and records of any 
committee at any time. The Chairman 
of the Board shall appoint the chair-
man, vice chairman (if any), and mem-
bers of each committee, who serve 

terms which expire at the end of each 
annual meeting. Each committee 
chairman may assign responsibilities 
to members of the committee that are 
considered appropriate. The committee 
chairman, or the chairman’s designee, 
shall preside at all meetings of the 
committee. 

§ 5.2 Committee procedure. 
Each committee establishes its own 

rules of procedure, consistent with 
these bylaws, and meets as provided in 
its rules. A majority of the members of 
a committee constitute a quorum. 

PART 6—MEETINGS (ARTICLE VI) 

Sec. 
6.1 Regular meetings, annual meeting. 
6.2 Special meetings. 
6.3 Notice of meetings. 
6.4 Attendance by conference telephone 

call. 
6.5 Minutes of meetings. 
6.6 Quorum and voting. 
6.7 Notation voting. 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 202, 205, 401(2), (10), 
1003, 3622, 3632; 5 U.S.C. 552b(e), (g). 

SOURCE: 73 FR 78983, Dec. 24, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 6.1 Regular meetings, annual meet-
ing. 

The Board shall meet regularly on a 
schedule established by the Board. The 
first regular meeting of each calendar 
year is designated as the annual meet-
ing. Consistent with the provisions of 
§§ 6.6 and 7.5 of these bylaws, the time 
or place of a regular or annual meeting 
may be varied by recorded vote, with 
the earliest practicable notice to the 
Secretary. The Secretary shall dis-
tribute to the members an agenda set-
ting forth the proposed subject matter 
for any regular or annual meeting in 
advance of the meeting. 

§ 6.2 Special meetings. 
Consistent with the provisions of 

§§ 6.6 and 7.5 of these bylaws, the Chair-
man may call a special meeting of the 
Board at any place in the United 
States, with the earliest practicable 
notice to the other members of the 
Board and to the Secretary, specifying 
the time, date, place, and subject mat-
ter of the meeting. Consistent with the 
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