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NPDES permits pursuant to section 402 
of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342), 
and prevention of significant deteriora-
tion approvals pursuant to Part C of 
the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7470 et seq.) 

(4) Wastewater Treatment Construc-
tion Grants Program under section 201 
of the Clean Water Act when activities 
addressed in the facility plan would 
have environmental effects abroad. 

(5) Other EPA activities as deter-
mined by OFA and OIA (see § 6.406(c)). 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 6.402 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart, environment 

means the natural and physical envi-
ronment and excludes social, economic 
and other environments; global com-
mons is that area (land, air, water) out-
side the jurisdiction of any nation; and 
responsible official is either the EPA As-
sistant Administrator or Regional Ad-
ministrator as appropriate for the par-
ticular EPA program. Also, an action 
significantly affects the environment if 
it does significant harm to the environ-
ment even though on balance the ac-
tion may be beneficial to the environ-
ment. To the extent applicable, the re-
sponsible official shall address the con-
siderations set forth in the CEQ regula-
tions under 40 CFR 1508.27 in deter-
mining significant effect. 

§ 6.403 Environmental review and as-
sessment requirements. 

(a) Research and demonstration 
projects. The appropriate Assistant Ad-
ministrator is responsible for per-
forming the necessary degree of envi-
ronmental review on research and dem-
onstration projects undertaken by 
EPA. If the research or demonstration 
project affects the environment of the 
global commons, the applicant shall 
prepare an environmental analysis. 
This will assist the responsible official 
in determining whether an EIS is nec-
essary. If it is determined that the ac-
tion significantly affects the environ-
ment of the global commons, then an 
EIS shall be prepared. If the under-
taking significantly affects a foreign 
nation EPA shall prepare a unilateral, 
bilateral or multilateral environ-
mental study. EPA shall afford the af-
fected foreign nation or international 
body or organization an opportunity to 

participate in this study. This environ-
mental study shall discuss the need for 
the action, analyze the environmental 
impact of the various alternatives con-
sidered and list the agencies and other 
parties consulted. 

(b) Ocean dumping activities. (1) The 
Assistant Administrator for Water 
shall ensure the preparation of appro-
priate environmental documents relat-
ing to ocean dumping activities in the 
global commons under section 102 of 
the MPRSA. For ocean dumping site 
designations prescribed pursuant to 
section 102(c) of the MPRSA and 40 
CFR part 228, and for the establish-
ment or revision of criteria under sec-
tion 102(a) of the MPRSA, EPA shall 
prepare appropriate environmental 
documents consistent with EPA’s No-
tice of Policy and Procedures for Vol-
untary Preparation of National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) Docu-
ments dated October 29, 1998. 

(2) For individual permits issued by 
EPA under section 102(b) an environ-
mental assessment shall be made by 
EPA. Pursuant to 40 CFR part 221, the 
permit applicant shall submit with the 
application an environmental analysis 
which includes a discussion of the need 
for the action, an outline of alter-
natives, and an analysis of the environ-
mental impact of the proposed action 
and alternatives consistent with the 
EPA criteria established under section 
102(a) of MPRSA. The information sub-
mitted under 40 CFR part 221 shall be 
sufficient to satisfy the environmental 
assessment requirement. 

(c) EPA permitting and licensing activi-
ties. The appropriate Regional Adminis-
trator is responsible for conducting 
concise environmental reviews with re-
gard to permits issued under section 
3005 of the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA permits), section 
402 of the Clean Water Act (NPDES 
permits), and section 165 of the Clean 
Air Act (PSD permits), for such actions 
undertaken by EPA which affect the 
global commons or foreign nations. 
The information submitted by appli-
cants for such permits or approvals 
under the applicable consolidated per-
mit regulations (40 CFR parts 122 and 
124) and Prevention of Significant De-
terioration (PSD) regulations (40 CFR 
part 52) shall satisfy the environmental 
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document requirement under Section 
2–4(b) of Executive Order 12114. Compli-
ance with applicable requirements in 
part 124 of the consolidated permit reg-
ulations (40 CFR part 124) shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy the requirements to 
conduct a concise environmental re-
view for permits subject to this para-
graph. 

(d) Wastewater treatment facility plan-
ning. 40 CFR part 6, subparts A through 
C, detail the environmental review 
process for the facilities planning proc-
ess under the wastewater treatment 
works construction grants program. 
For the purpose of these regulations, 
the facility plan shall also include a 
concise environmental review of those 
activities that would have environ-
mental effects abroad. This shall apply 
only to the Step 1 grants awarded after 
January 14, 1981, but on or before De-
cember 29, 1981, and facilities plans de-
veloped after December 29, 1981. Where 
water quality impacts identified in a 
facility plan are the subject of water 
quality agreements with Canada or 
Mexico, nothing in these regulations 
shall impose on the facility planning 
process coordination and consultation 
requirements in addition to those re-
quired by such agreements. 

(e) Review by other Federal agencies 
and other appropriate officials. The re-
sponsible officials shall consult with 
other Federal agencies with relevant 
expertise during the preparation of the 
environmental document. As soon as 
feasible after preparation of the envi-
ronmental document, the responsible 
official shall make the document avail-
able to the Council on Environmental 
Quality, Department of State, and 
other appropriate officials. The respon-
sible official with assistance from OIA 
shall work with the Department of 
State to establish procedures for com-
municating with and making docu-
ments available to foreign nations and 
international organizations. 

§ 6.404 Lead or cooperating agency. 
(a) Lead Agency. Section 3–3 of Execu-

tive Order 12114 requires the creation of 
a lead agency whenever an action in-
volves more than one Federal agency. 
In implementing section 3–3, EPA 
shall, to the fullest extent possible, fol-
low the guidance for the selection of a 

lead agency contained in 40 CFR 1501.5 
of the CEQ regulations. 

(b) Cooperating Agency. Under Section 
2–4(d) of the Executive Order, Federal 
agencies with special expertise are en-
couraged to provide appropriate re-
sources to the agency preparing envi-
ronmental documents in order to avoid 
duplication of resources. In working 
with a lead agency, EPA shall to the 
fullest extent possible serve as a co-
operating agency in accordance with 40 
CFR 1501.6. When other program com-
mitments preclude the degree of in-
volvement requested by the lead agen-
cy, the responsible EPA official shall 
so inform the lead agency in writing. 

§ 6.405 Exemptions and considerations. 
Under section 2–5 (b) and (c) of the 

Executive Order, Federal agencies may 
provide for modifications in the con-
tents, timing and availability of docu-
ments or exemptions from certain re-
quirements for the environmental re-
view and assessment. The responsible 
official, in consultation with the Direc-
tor, Office of Federal Activities (OFA), 
and the Assistant Administrator, Of-
fice of International Affairs (OIA), may 
approve modifications for situations 
described in section 2–5(b). The respon-
sible official, in consultation with the 
Director, OFA and Assistant Adminis-
trator, OIA, shall obtain exemptions 
from the Administrator for situations 
described in section 2–5(c). The Depart-
ment of State and the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality shall be consulted 
as soon as possible on the utilization of 
such exemptions. 

§ 6.406 Implementation. 
(a) Oversight. OFA is responsible for 

overseeing the implementation of these 
procedures and shall consult with OIA 
wherever appropriate. OIA shall be uti-
lized for making formal contacts with 
the Department of State. OFA shall as-
sist the responsible officials in car-
rying out their responsibilities under 
these procedures. 

(b) Information exchange. OFA with 
the aid of OIA, shall assist the Depart-
ment of State and the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality in developing the 
informational exchange on environ-
mental review activities with foreign 
nations. 
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