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Federal Property Management Regulations § 101–29.303 

consonance with the Defense Cata-
loging and Standardization Act (Sec-
tions 2451–2456, title 10, U.S.C. chapter 
145), managed by the General Services 
Administration, for the purpose of co-
ordinating civilian and military stand-
ardization functions to avoid unneces-
sary duplication. Within the program, 
procedures and controls govern the de-
velopment, coordination, approval, 
issuance, indexing, management, and 
maintenance of product descriptions in 
the Federal series (Federal specifica-
tions, Federal standards, and CID’s) 
that define commercial products and 
products that have high potential for 
common Federal agency use. 

Subpart 101–29.3—Responsibilities 

§ 101–29.301 General Services Adminis-
tration. 

§ 101–29.301–1 Policies and procedures. 
The Administrator of General Serv-

ices is responsible for establishing poli-
cies and procedures, in coordination 
with the other agencies, for the prepa-
ration, coordination, approval, 
issuance, and maintenance of product 
descriptions in the Federal series of 
specifications, standards, and CID’s. 

§ 101–29.301–2 Federal Standardization 
Handbook. 

The Assistant Administrator for Fed-
eral Supply and Services will issue and 
maintain on a current basis a ‘‘Federal 
Standardization Handbook.’’ The Fed-
eral Standardization Handbook sets 
forth operating procedures and applica-
ble definitions used in the development 
of Federal product descriptions under 
the Assigned Agency Plan described 
therein. Federal agencies shall adhere 
to the provisions of the handbook in 
the development and coordination of 
Federal product descriptions. 

§ 101–29.301–3 Availability of Federal 
product descriptions. 

The Assistant Administrator for Fed-
eral Supply and Services will promul-
gate and maintain on a current basis 
the ‘‘Index of Federal Specifications, 
Standards and Commercial Item De-
scriptions.’’ The Index lists Federal 
product descriptions which have been 
printed and distributed, including 

those which are mandatory for use, and 
identifies the sources from which these 
documents may be obtained. Supple-
ments to the Index indicate the dates 
on which the use of new Federal prod-
uct descriptions become mandatory. 
The Department of Defense also lists 
Federal product descriptions in the 
‘‘Department of Defense Index of Speci-
fications and Standards.’’ 

§ 101–29.301–4 Periodic review of Fed-
eral product descriptions. 

The Assistant Administrator for Fed-
eral Supply and Services is responsible 
for establishing a program for periodi-
cally reviewing Federal product de-
scriptions to determine whether revi-
sion, cancellation or reauthorization 
(validation) is appropriate. The fre-
quency of the review shall be based on 
the degree of change in the technology 
of the product covered by the descrip-
tion and shall be conducted at least 
once every 5 years. 

§ 101–29.302 Other Federal agencies. 

Heads of other Federal agencies are 
responsible for adhering to the policies 
and procedures established by GSA for 
management and control of Federal 
product descriptions and for the use of 
these documents in acquisition as ap-
plicable. 

§ 101–29.303 All Federal executive 
agencies. 

(a) Federal executive agencies shall 
evaluate the effectiveness of their Fed-
eral product descriptions by: 

(1) Establishing a system for obtain-
ing user critiques of products acquired 
using those descriptions; and 

(2) Establish a method whereby the 
preparing activity can locate and com-
municate with the users. 

(b) The system shall encourage users 
to communicate with acquisition orga-
nizations regarding: 

(1) The user’s essential requirements; 
(2) Product suitability for use in the 

user’s environment; 
(3) Product failures and deficiencies; 
(4) The needs of the logistics system; 

and 
(5) Suggestions for corrective ac-

tions. 
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(c) Acquisition organizations shall 
designate a central point in each agen-
cy to evaluate and respond to user cri-
tiques and take corrective action on 
reasonable complaints and suggestions. 

(d) At the time of the periodic re-
view, the responsible preparing activ-
ity shall consider available user eval-
uations, the results of market research 
and analysis, and all reported devi-
ations from the product description. 
Information, such as the following 
shall be examined in the review proc-
ess: 

(1) Whether the product description 
is still needed in its present form and 
scope or whether a more simplified one 
can be used; 

(2) The existence of voluntary stand-
ards or other Government product de-
scriptions that may better reflect cur-
rent requirements; 

(3) The need to convert Federal and 
agency specifications covering com-
mercial or commercial-type products 
to CID’s; and 

(4) The currency and applicability of 
reference documents included in the 
product description. 

Subpart 101–29.4—Mandatory Use 
of Federal Product Descriptions 

§ 101–29.401 Federal product descrip-
tions listed in the GSA Index of 
Federal Specifications, Standards 
and Commercial Item Descriptions. 

(a) Federal product descriptions shall 
be used by all Federal agencies in the 
procurement of supplies and services 
covered by such descriptions, except as 
provided in § 101–29.402 and § 101–29.403. 

(b) The order of preference in select-
ing Federal product descriptions for ac-
quisition shall be: 

(1) Any Federal product description 
adopting voluntary standards. 

(2) Commercial item descriptions. 
(3) Federal specifications and stand-

ards. 

§ 101–29.402 Exceptions to mandatory 
use of Federal product descriptions. 

(a) Federal product descriptions do 
not need to be used under any of the 
following circumstances: 

(1) The purchase is required under a 
public exigency and a delay in obtain-
ing agency requirements would be in-

volved in using the applicable descrip-
tion. 

(2) The total amount of the purchase 
is less than $10,000. (Multiple small pur-
chases of the same item shall not be 
made for the purpose of avoiding the 
intent of this exception. Further, this 
exception in no way affects the require-
ments for the procurement of items 
available from GSA supply distribution 
facilities, Federal Supply Schedule 
contracts, GSA procurement programs, 
and certain procurement sources other 
than GSA that have been assigned sup-
ply responsibility for Federal agencies 
as provided in subparts 101–26.3, § 101– 
26.4, and § 101–26.5). 

(3) The items are purchased in for-
eign markets for use of overseas activi-
ties of agencies. 

(4) The products are adequately de-
scribed in voluntary standards or in 
standards mandated by law. 

(5) The acquisition involves a one- 
time procurement. 

(6) A Federal product description is 
not currently available and is not ex-
pected to be available within a reason-
able time of the scheduled acquisition 
action. 

(7) The product is available only from 
a single source or is produced to a sin-
gle manufacturer’s design. 

(8) The product is unique to a single 
system. 

(9) The product (excluding military 
clothing) is acquired for authorized re-
sale. 

(b) If the purchase involves the fol-
lowing, Federal product descriptions do 
not need to be used except to the ex-
tent they are applicable, in whole or in 
part: 

(1) Items required in construction of 
facilities for new processes or new in-
stallations of equipment; 

(2) Items required for experiment, 
test, or research and development; or 

(3) Spare parts, components, or mate-
rial required for operation, repair, or 
maintenance of existing equipment. 

§ 101–29.403 Federal product descrip-
tion exceptions and tailoring. 

§ 101–29.403–1 Authorization of excep-
tions. 

When the exceptions listed in § 101– 
29.402 do not apply and an applicable 
indexed product description is desired 
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