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§5.1

§5.1 Purpose.

These regulations establish criteria
and procedures for the designation of
geographic areas, population groups,
medical facilities, and other public fa-
cilities, in the States, as health profes-
sional(s) shortage areas.

§5.2 Definitions.

Act means the Public Health Service
Act, as amended.

Health professional(s) shortage area
means any of the following which the
Secretary determines has a shortage of
health professional(s): (1) An urban or
rural area (which need not conform to
the geographic boundaries of a polit-
ical subdivision and which is a rational
area for the delivery of health serv-
ices); (2) a population group; or (3) a
public or nonprofit private medical fa-
cility.

Health service area means a health
service area whose boundaries have
been designated by the Secretary,
under section 1511 of the Act, for pur-
poses of health planning activities.

Health systems agency or HSA means
the health systems agency designated,
under section 1515 of the Act, to carry
out health planning activities for a
specific health service area.

Medical facility means a facility for
the delivery of health services and in-
cludes: (1) A community health center,
public health center, outpatient med-
ical facility, or community mental
health center; (2) a hospital, State
mental hospital, facility for long-term
care, or rehabilitation facility; (3) a
migrant health center or an Indian
Health service facility; (4) a facility for
delivery of health services to inmates
in a U.S. penal or correctional institu-
tion (under section 323 of the Act) or a
State correctional institution; (6) a
Public Health Service medical facility
(used in connection with the delivery
of health services under section 320,
321, 322, 324, 325, or 326 of the Act); or
(6) any other Federal medical facility.

Metropolitan area means an area
which has been designated by the Of-
fice of Management and Budget as a
standard metropolitan statistical area
(SMSA). All other areas are ‘‘non-met-
ropolitan areas.”

Poverty level means the povery level
as defined by the Bureau of the Census,
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using the poverty index adopted by a
Federal Interagency Committee in 1969,
and updated each year to reflect
changes in the Consumer Price Index.

Secretary means the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and any
other officer or employee of the De-
partment to whom the authority in-
volved has been delegated.

State includes, in addition to the sev-
eral States, the District of Columbia,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands.

State health planning and development
agency or SHPDA means a State health
planning and development agency des-
ignated under section 1521 of the Act.

§5.3 Procedures for designation of
health professional(s) shortage
areas.

(a) Using data available to the De-
partment from national, State, and
local sources and based upon the cri-
teria in the appendices to this part, the
Department will annually prepare list-
ings (by State and health service area)
of currently designated health profes-
sional(s) shortage areas and potentially
designatable areas, together with ap-
propriate related data available to the
Department. Relevant portions of this
material will then be forwarded to each
health systems agency, State health
planning and development agency, and
Governor, who will be asked to review
the listings for their State, correct any
errors of which they are aware, and
offer their recommendations, if any,
within 90 days, as to which geographic
areas, population groups, and facilities
in areas under their jurisdiction should
be designated. An information copy of
these listings will also be made avail-
able, upon request, to interested par-
ties for their use in providing com-
ments or recommendations to the Sec-
retary and/or to the appropriate HSA,
SHPDA, or Governor.

(b) In addition, any agency or indi-
vidual may request the Secretary to
designate (or withdraw the designation
of) a particular geographic area, popu-
lation group, or facility as a health
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