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(ii) Copies of its evidence of coverage, 
summary of benefits, and information 
(names, addresses, phone numbers, and 
specialty) on the network of contracted 
providers. Such posting does not re-
lieve the MA organization of its re-
sponsibility under § 422.111(a) to provide 
hard copies to enrollees. 

(3) The provision of information in 
writing, upon request. 

(i) Provision of information required for 
access to covered services. MA plans 
must issue and reissue (as appropriate) 
member identification cards that en-
rollees may use to access covered serv-
ices under the plan. The cards must 
comply with standards established by 
CMS. 

[63 FR 35077, June 26, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 7980, Feb. 17, 1999; 65 FR 40321, June 29, 
2000; 68 FR 50857, Aug. 22, 2003; 70 FR 4722, 
Jan. 28, 2005; 70 FR 52026, Sept. 1, 2005; 73 FR 
54220, 54249, Sept. 18, 2008; 75 FR 19805, Apr. 
15, 2010; 76 FR 21563, Apr. 15, 2011; 77 FR 22167, 
Apr. 12, 2012] 

§ 422.112 Access to services. 
(a) Rules for coordinated care plans. An 

MA organization that offers an MA co-
ordinated care plan may specify the 
networks of providers from whom en-
rollees may obtain services if the MA 
organization ensures that all covered 
services, including supplemental serv-
ices contracted for by (or on behalf of) 
the Medicare enrollee, are available 
and accessible under the plan. To ac-
complish this, the MA organization 
must meet the following requirements: 

(1) Provider network. (i) Maintain and 
monitor a network of appropriate pro-
viders that is supported by written 
agreements and is sufficient to provide 
adequate access to covered services to 
meet the needs of the population 
served. These providers are typically 
used in the network as primary care 
providers (PCPs), specialists, hospitals, 
skilled nursing facilities, home health 
agencies, ambulatory clinics, and other 
providers. 

(ii) Exception: MA regional plans, 
upon CMS pre-approval, can use meth-
ods other than written agreements to 
establish that access requirements are 
met. 

(2) PCP panel. Establish a panel of 
PCPs from which the enrollee may se-
lect a PCP. If an MA organization re-

quires its enrollees to obtain a referral 
in most situations before receiving 
services from a specialist, the MA or-
ganization must either assign a PCP 
for purposes of making the needed re-
ferral or make other arrangements to 
ensure access to medically necessary 
specialty care. 

(3) Specialty care. Provide or arrange 
for necessary specialty care, and in 
particular give women enrollees the 
option of direct access to a women’s 
health specialist within the network 
for women’s routine and preventive 
health care services provided as basic 
benefits (as defined in § 422.2). The MA 
organization arranges for specialty 
care outside of the plan provider net-
work when network providers are un-
available or inadequate to meet an en-
rollee’s medical needs. 

(4) Service area expansion. If seeking a 
service area expansion for an MA plan, 
demonstrate that the number and type 
of providers available to plan enrollees 
are sufficient to meet projected needs 
of the population to be served. 

(5) Credentialed providers. Dem-
onstrate to CMS that its providers in 
an MA plan are credentialed through 
the process set forth at § 422.204(a). 

(6) Written standards. Establish writ-
ten standards for the following: 

(i) Timeliness of access to care and 
member services that meet or exceed 
standards established by CMS. Timely 
access to care and member services 
within a plan’s provider network must 
be continuously monitored to ensure 
compliance with these standards, and 
the MA organization must take correc-
tive action as necessary. 

(ii) Policies and procedures (coverage 
rules, practice guidelines, payment 
policies, and utilization management) 
that allow for individual medical ne-
cessity determinations. 

(iii) Provider consideration of bene-
ficiary input into the provider’s pro-
posed treatment plan. 

(7) Hours of operation. Ensure that— 
(i) The hours of operation of its MA 

plan providers are convenient to the 
population served under the plan and 
do not discriminate against Medicare 
enrollees; and 

(ii) Plan services are available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, when medi-
cally necessary. 
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(8) Cultural considerations. Ensure 
that services are provided in a cul-
turally competent manner to all en-
rollees, including those with limited 
English proficiency or reading skills, 
and diverse cultural and ethnic back-
grounds. 

(9) Ambulance services, emergency and 
urgently needed services, and post-sta-
bilization care services coverage. Provide 
coverage for ambulance services, emer-
gency and urgently needed services, 
and post-stabilization care services in 
accordance with § 422.113. 

(10) Prevailing patterns of community 
health care delivery. MA plans that 
meet Medicare access and availability 
requirements through direct con-
tracting network providers must do so 
consistent with the prevailing commu-
nity pattern of health care delivery in 
the areas where the network is being 
offered. Factors making up community 
patterns of health care delivery that 
CMS will use as a benchmark in evalu-
ating a proposed MA plan health care 
delivery network include, but are not 
limited to the following: 

(i) The number and geographical dis-
tribution of eligible health care pro-
viders available to potentially contract 
with an MAO to furnish plan covered 
services within the proposed service 
area of the MA plans. 

(ii) The prevailing market conditions 
in the service area of the MA plan. Spe-
cifically, the number and distribution 
of health care providers contracting 
with other health care plans (both 
commercial and Medicare) operating in 
the service area of the plan. 

(iii) Whether the service area is com-
prised of rural or urban areas or some 
combination of the two. 

(iv) Whether the MA plan’s proposed 
provider network meet Medicare time 
and distance standards for member ac-
cess to health care providers including 
specialties. 

(v) Other factors that CMS deter-
mines are relevant in setting a stand-
ard for an acceptable health care deliv-
ery network in a particular service 
area. 

(b) Continuity of care. MA organiza-
tions offering coordinated care plans 
must ensure continuity of care and in-
tegration of services through arrange-

ments with contracted providers that 
include— 

(1) Policies that specify under what 
circumstances services are coordinated 
and the methods for coordination; 

(2) Offering to provide each enrollee 
with an ongoing source of primary care 
and providing a primary care source to 
each enrollee who accepts the offer; 

(3) Programs for coordination of plan 
services with community and social 
services generally available through 
contracting or noncontracting pro-
viders in the area served by the MA 
plan, including nursing home and com-
munity-based services; and 

(4) Procedures to ensure that the MA 
organization and its provider network 
have the information required for ef-
fective and continuous patient care and 
quality review, including procedures to 
ensure that— 

(i) The MA organization makes a 
‘‘best-effort’’ attempt to conduct an 
initial assessment of each enrollee’s 
health care needs, including following 
up on unsuccessful attempts to contact 
an enrollee, within 90 days of the effec-
tive date of enrollment; 

(ii) Each provider, supplier, and prac-
titioner furnishing services to enroll-
ees maintains an enrollee health record 
in accordance with standards estab-
lished by the MA organization, taking 
into account professional standards; 
and 

(iii) There is appropriate and con-
fidential exchange of information 
among provider network components. 

(5) Procedures to ensure that enroll-
ees are informed of specific health care 
needs that require follow-up and re-
ceive, as appropriate, training in self- 
care and other measures they may take 
to promote their own health; and 

(6) Systems to address barriers to en-
rollee compliance with prescribed 
treatments or regimens. 

(c) Essential hospital. An MA regional 
plan may seek, upon application to 
CMS, to designate a noncontracting 
hospital as an essential hospital as de-
fined in section 1858(h) of the Act under 
the following conditions: 

(1) The hospital that the MA regional 
plan seeks to designate as essential is a 
general acute care hospital identified 
as a ‘‘subsection(d)’’ hospital as defined 
in section 1886(d)(1)(B) of the Act. 
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(2) The MA regional plan provides 
convincing evidence to CMS that the 
MA regional plan needs to contract 
with the hospital as a condition of 
meeting access requirements under 
this section. 

(3) The MA regional plan must estab-
lish that it made a ‘‘good faith’’ effort 
to contract with the hospital to be des-
ignated as an essential hospital and 
that the hospital refused to contract 
with it despite its ‘‘good faith’’ effort. 
A ‘‘good faith’’ effort to contract will 
be established to the extent that the 
MA regional plan can show it has of-
fered the hospital a contract providing 
for the payment of rates in an amount 
no less than the amount the hospital 
would have received had payment been 
made under section 1886(d) of the Act. 

(4) The MA regional plan must estab-
lish that there are no competing Medi-
care participating hospitals in the area 
to which MA regional plan enrollees 
could reasonably be referred for inpa-
tient hospital services. 

(5) The hospital that is an essential 
hospital under this paragraph provides 
convincing evidence to CMS that the 
amounts normally payable under sec-
tion 1886 of the Act (and which the MA 
regional plan has agreed to pay) will be 
less than the hospital’s actual costs of 
providing care to the MA regional 
plan’s enrollee. 

(6) If CMS determines the require-
ments in paragraphs (c)(1) through 
(c)(5) of this section have been met, it 
will make payment to the essential 
hospital in accordance with section 
1858(h)(2) of the Act based on the order 
in which claims are received, as lim-
ited by the amounts specified in sec-
tion 1858(h)(3) of the Act. 

(7) If CMS determines the require-
ments in paragraphs (c)(1) through 
(c)(4) of this section have been met, 
(and if they continue to be met upon 
annual renewal of the CMS contract 
with the MA organization offering the 
MA regional plan), then the hospital 
designated by the MA regional plan in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section shall be 
‘‘deemed’’ to be a network hospital to 
that MA regional plan based on the ex-
ception in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this 
section and normal in-network inpa-
tient hospital cost sharing levels (in-
cluding the catastrophic limit de-

scribed in § 422.101(d)(2)) shall apply to 
all plan members accessing covered in-
patient hospital services in that hos-
pital. 

[64 FR 7980, Feb. 17, 1999, as amended at 65 
FR 40321, June 29, 2000; 70 FR 4722, Jan. 28, 
2005; 70 FR 76197, Dec. 23, 2005; 75 FR 19805, 
Apr. 15, 2010; 76 FR 21563, Apr. 15, 2011] 

§ 422.113 Special rules for ambulance 
services, emergency and urgently 
needed services, and maintenance 
and post-stabilization care services. 

(a) Ambulance services. The MA orga-
nization is financially responsible for 
ambulance services, including ambu-
lance services dispatched through 911 
or its local equivalent, where other 
means of transportation would endan-
ger the beneficiary’s health. 

(b) Emergency and urgently needed 
services—(1) Definitions. (i) Emergency 
medical condition means a medical con-
dition manifesting itself by acute 
symptoms of sufficient severity (in-
cluding severe pain) such that a pru-
dent layperson, with an average knowl-
edge of health and medicine, could rea-
sonably expect the absence of imme-
diate medical attention to result in— 

(A) Serious jeopardy to the health of 
the individual or, in the case of a preg-
nant woman, the health of the woman 
or her unborn child; 

(B) Serious impairment to bodily 
functions; or 

(C) Serious dysfunction of any bodily 
organ or part. 

(ii) Emergency services means covered 
inpatient and outpatient services that 
are— 

(A) Furnished by a provider qualified 
to furnish emergency services; and 

(B) Needed to evaluate or stabilize an 
emergency medical condition. 

(iii) Urgently needed services means 
covered services that are not emer-
gency services as defined this section, 
provided when an enrollee is tempo-
rarily absent from the MA plan’s serv-
ice (or, if applicable, continuation) 
area (or, under unusual and extraor-
dinary circumstances, provided when 
the enrollee is in the service or con-
tinuation area but the organization’s 
provider network is temporarily un-
available or inaccessible) when the 
services are medically necessary and 
immediately required— 
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