
88 

43 CFR Ch. II (10–1–12 Edition) Pt. 2360 

PART 2360—NATIONAL PETROLEUM 
RESERVE IN ALASKA 

Subpart 2361—Management and Protec-
tion of the National Petroleum Reserve 
in Alaska 

Sec. 
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Subpart 2361—Management and 
Protection of the National Pe-
troleum Reserve in Alaska 

SOURCE: 42 FR 28721, June 3, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 2361.0–1 Purpose. 
The purpose of the regulations in this 

subpart is to provide procedures for the 
protection and control of environ-
mental, fish and wildlife, and historical 
or scenic values in the National Petro-
leum Reserve in Alaska pursuant to 
the provisions of the Naval Petroleum 
Reserves Production Act of 1976 (90 
Stat. 303; 42 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.). 

§ 2361.0–2 Objectives. 
The objective of this subpart is to 

provide for the protection of the envi-
ronmental, fish and wildlife, and his-
torical or scenic values of the Reserve 
so that activities which are or might 
be detrimental to such values will be 
carefully controlled to the extent con-
sistent with the requirements of the 
Act for petroleum exploration of the 
reserve. 

§ 2361.0–3 Authority. 
The Naval Petroleum Reserve Pro-

duction Act of 1976 (90 Stat. 303, 42 
U.S.C. 6501, et seq.) is the statutory au-
thority for these regulations. 

§ 2361.0–4 Responsibility. 
(a) The Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) is responsible for the surface 
management of the reserve and protec-
tion of the surface values from environ-

mental degradation, and to prepare 
rules and regulations necessary to 
carry out surface management and pro-
tection duties. 

(b) The U.S. Geological Survey is re-
sponsible for management of the con-
tinuing exploration program during the 
interim between the transfer of juris-
diction from the U.S. Navy to the U.S. 
Department of the Interior and the ef-
fective date of any legislation for a 
permanent development and produc-
tion program to enforce regulations 
and stipulations which relate to the ex-
ploration of petroleum resources of the 
Reserve, and to operate the South Bar-
row gas field or such other fields as 
may be necessary to supply gas at rea-
sonable and equitable rates to the Na-
tive village of Barrow and other com-
munities and installations at or near 
Point Barrow, Alaska, and to installa-
tions of the Department of Defense and 
other agencies of the U.S. located at or 
near Point Barrow, Alaska. 

§ 2361.0–5 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart, the following 

terms shall have the following mean-
ings: 

(a) Act means the Naval Petroleum 
Reserves Production Act of 1976 (90 
Stat. 303, 42 U.S.C. 6501, et seq.). 

(b) Authorized officer means any em-
ployee of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment who has been delegated the au-
thority to perform the duties of this 
subpart. 

(c) Exploration means activities con-
ducted on the Reserve for the purpose 
of evaluating petroleum resources 
which include crude oil, gases of all 
kinds (natural gas, hydrogen, carbon 
dioxide, helium, and any others), nat-
ural gasoline, and related hydrocarbons 
(tar sands, asphalt, propane butane, 
etc.), oil shale and the products of such 
resources. 

(d) Reserve means those lands within 
the National Petroleum Reserve in 
Alaska (prior to June 1, 1977, des-
ignated Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 
4) which was established by Executive 
order of the President, dated February 
27, 1923, except for tract Numbered 1 as 
described in Public Land Order 2344 
(the Naval Arctic Research Labora-
tory—surface estate only) dated April 
24, 1961. 
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(e) Secretary means the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

(f) Special areas means areas within 
the reserve identified by the Secretary 
of the Interior as having significant 
subsistence, recreational, fish and wild-
life, or historical or scenic value and, 
therefore, warranting maximum pro-
tection of such values to the extent 
consistent with the requirements of 
the Act for the exploration of the Re-
serve. 

(g) Use authorization means a written 
approval of a request for use of land or 
resources. 

§ 2361.0–6 [Reserved] 

§ 2361.0–7 Effect of law. 
(a) Subject to valid existing rights, 

all lands within the exterior bound-
aries of the Reserve are reserved and 
withdrawn from all forms of entry and 
disposition under the public land laws, 
including the mining and mineral leas-
ing laws, and all other Acts. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
paragraph (a) of this section, the Sec-
retary is authorized to: 

(1) Make dispositions of mineral ma-
terials pursuant to the Act of July 31, 
1947 (61 Stat. 681), as amended (30 
U.S.C. 601), for appropriate use by Alas-
ka Natives. 

(2) Make such dispositions of mineral 
materials and grant such rights-of- 
way, licenses, and permits as may be 
necessary to carry out his responsibil-
ities under the Act. 

(3) Convey the surface of lands prop-
erly selected on or before December 18, 
1975, by Native village corporations 
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, as amended (43 U.S.C. 
1601, et seq.). 

(c) All other provisions of law here-
tofore enacted and actions heretofore 
taken reserving such lands as a Re-
serve shall remain in full force and ef-
fect to the extent not inconsistent with 
the Act. 

(d) To the extent not inconsistent 
with the Act, all other public land laws 
are applicable. 

§ 2361.1 Protection of the environ-
ment. 

(a) The authorized officer shall take 
such action, including monitoring, as 

he deems necessary to mitigate or 
avoid unnecessary surface damage and 
to minimize ecological disturbance 
throughout the reserve to the extent 
consistent with the requirements of 
the Act for the exploration of the re-
serve. 

(b) The Cooperative Procedures of 
January 18, 1977, for National Petro-
leum Reserve in Alaska between the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
and the U.S. Geological Survey (GS) (42 
FR 4542, January 25, 1977) provides the 
procedures for the mutual cooperation 
and interface of authority and respon-
sibility between GS and BLM con-
cerning petroleum exploration activi-
ties (i.e., geophysical and drilling oper-
ations), the protection of the environ-
ment during such activities in the Re-
serve, and other related activities. 

(c) Maximum protection measures 
shall be taken on all actions within the 
Utikok River Uplands, Colville River, 
and Teshekpuk Lake special areas, and 
any other special areas identified by 
the Secretary as having significant 
subsistence, recreational, fish and wild-
life, or historical or scenic value. The 
boundaries of these areas and any 
other special areas identified by the 
Secretary shall be identified on maps 
and be available for public inspection 
in the Fairbanks District Office. In ad-
dition, the legal description of the 
three special areas designated herein 
and any new areas identified hereafter 
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and appropriate local news-
papers. Maximum protection may in-
clude, but is not limited to, require-
ments for: 

(1) Rescheduling activities and use of 
alternative routes, (2) types of vehicles 
and loadings, (3) limiting types of air-
craft in combination with minimum 
flight altitudes and distances from 
identified places, and (4) special fuel 
handling procedures. 

(d) Recommendations for additional 
special areas may be submitted at any 
time to the authorized officer. Each 
recommendation shall contain a de-
scription of the values which make the 
area special, the size and location of 
the area on appropriate USGS quad-
rangle maps, and any other pertinent 
information. The authorized officer 
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