
794 

45 CFR Subtitle A (10–1–12 Edition) § 154.200 

Subpart B—Disclosure and Review 
Provisions 

§ 154.200 Rate increases subject to re-
view. 

(a) A rate increase filed in a State on 
or after September 1, 2011, or effective 
on or after September 1, 2011, in a 
State that does not require a rate in-
crease to be filed, is subject to review 
if: 

(1) The rate increase is 10 percent or 
more, applicable to a 12-month period 
that begins on September 1, as cal-
culated under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion; or 

(2) The rate increase meets or ex-
ceeds a State-specific threshold appli-
cable to a 12-month period that begins 
on September 1, as calculated under 
paragraph (c) of this section, deter-
mined by the Secretary. In establishing 
a State-specific threshold, the Sec-
retary shall consult with the State and 
may consider relevant information pro-
vided by other interested parties. A 
State-specific threshold shall be based 
on factors impacting rate increases in 
a State to the extent that data relating 
to such State-specific factors is avail-
able. 

(b) The Secretary will publish a no-
tice no later than June 1 of each year 
concerning whether a threshold under 
paragraph (a)(1) or (2) of this section 
applies to a State; except that, with re-
spect to the 12-month period that be-
gins on September 1, 2011, the thresh-
old under paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion applies. 

(c) A rate increase meets or exceeds 
the applicable threshold set forth in 
paragraph (a) of this section if the av-
erage increase for all enrollees weight-
ed by premium volume meets or ex-
ceeds the applicable threshold. 

(d) If a rate increase that does not 
otherwise meet or exceed the threshold 
under paragraph (c) of this section 
meets or exceeds the threshold when 
combined with a previous increase or 
increases during the 12-month period 
preceding the date on which the rate 
increase would become effective, then 
the rate increase must be considered to 
meet or exceed the threshold and is 
subject to review under § 154.210, and 
such review shall include a review of 

the aggregate rate increases during the 
applicable 12-month period. 

§ 154.205 Unreasonable rate increases. 

(a) When CMS reviews a rate increase 
subject to review under § 154.210(a), 
CMS will determine that the rate in-
crease is an unreasonable rate increase 
if the increase is an excessive rate in-
crease, an unjustified rate increase, or 
an unfairly discriminatory rate in-
crease. 

(b) The rate increase is an excessive 
rate increase if the increase causes the 
premium charged for the health insur-
ance coverage to be unreasonably high 
in relation to the benefits provided 
under the coverage. In determining 
whether the rate increase causes the 
premium charged to be unreasonably 
high in relationship to the benefits pro-
vided, CMS will consider: 

(1) Whether the rate increase results 
in a projected medical loss ratio below 
the Federal medical loss ratio standard 
in the applicable market to which the 
rate increase applies, after accounting 
for any adjustments allowable under 
Federal law; 

(2) Whether one or more of the as-
sumptions on which the rate increase 
is based is not supported by substantial 
evidence; and 

(3) Whether the choice of assump-
tions or combination of assumptions on 
which the rate increase is based is un-
reasonable. 

(c) The rate increase is an unjustified 
rate increase if the health insurance 
issuer provides data or documentation 
to CMS in connection with the increase 
that is incomplete, inadequate or oth-
erwise does not provide a basis upon 
which the reasonableness of an in-
crease may be determined. 

(d) The rate increase is an unfairly 
discriminatory rate increase if the in-
crease results in premium differences 
between insureds within similar risk 
categories that: 

(1) Are not permissible under applica-
ble State law; or 

(2) In the absence of an applicable 
State law, do not reasonably cor-
respond to differences in expected 
costs. 
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