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(h) Individuals holding only a staff 
officer endorsement need not meet the 
medical and physical requirements of 
this section. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11216, Mar. 16, 2009, 
as amended by USCG–2010–0759, 75 FR 60001, 
Sept. 29, 2010] 

§ 10.217 Merchant mariner credential 
application and examination loca-
tions. 

(a) Applicants may apply to any of 
the NMC detachments. Applicants may 
contact the National Maritime Center 
at 100 Forbes Drive, Martinsburg, WV 
25404, or by telephone 1–888–427–5662 or 
304–433–3400. A list of NMC detachment 
locations is available through the 
Coast Guard Web site at http:// 
www.uscg.mil/stcw. 

(b) Coast Guard-designated facilities. 
The Coast Guard may designate addi-
tional locations to provide services to 
applicants for MMCs. 

(c) Exam Locations Abroad. (1) Coast 
Guard Merchant Marine Details abroad 
may conduct exams for ratings at loca-
tions other than the NMC detach-
ments, but are not prepared to conduct 
the physical examination where re-
quired. Merchant Marine Details may 
not issue regular rating endorsements, 
but temporary permits in lieu thereof. 
Merchant Marine Details will instruct 

the recipient of each temporary permit 
to present it to the OCMI, upon arrival 
in the first port in the United States in 
order to exchange it for a permanent 
credential. 

(2) The temporary permit must be ac-
cepted by the OCMI as proof that the 
bearer has complied with the rules and 
regulations governing the issuance of 
credentials, except as noted in the body 
of the temporary permit. The require-
ments noted in the exceptions will be 
complied with as in the case of other 
applicants. 

(3) The written examinations are for-
warded to the National Maritime Cen-
ter by Merchant Marine Details. When 
an applicant with a temporary permit 
appears before an OCMI, that OCMI 
may request and obtain the examina-
tion from the National Maritime Cen-
ter. Any OCMI who doubts the pro-
priety of issuing a permanent creden-
tial instead of a temporary permit 
which has been issued by an overseas 
Merchant Marine Detail must inform 
the National Maritime Center fully as 
to the circumstances. 

§ 10.219 Fees. 

(a) Use table 10.219(a) of this section 
to calculate the mandatory fees for 
MMCs and associated endorsements. 

TABLE 10.219(a) FEES 

If you apply for 

And you need . . . 

Evaluation then 
the fee is . . . 

Examination then 
the fee is . . . 

Issuance then the 
fee is . . . 

MMC with officer endorsement: 
Original:.

Upper level ......................................................... $100 ..................... $110 ..................... $45 
Lower level ......................................................... 100 ....................... 95 ......................... 45 

Renewal ............................................................................ 50 ......................... 45 ......................... 45 
Raise of grade .................................................................. 100 ....................... 45 ......................... 45 
Modification or removal of limitation or scope .................. 50 ......................... 45 ......................... 45 

Radio officer endorsement: 
Original .............................................................................. 50 ......................... 45 ......................... 45 
Renewal ............................................................................ 50 ......................... n/a ........................ 45 

Staff officer endorsements: 
Original .............................................................................. 90 ......................... n/a ........................ 45 
Renewal ............................................................................ 50 ......................... n/a ........................ 45 

MMC with rating endorsement: 
Original endorsement for ratings other than qualified ratings ........ 95 ......................... n/a ........................ 45 
Original endorsement for qualified rating ........................................ 95 ......................... 140 ....................... 45 
Upgrade or Raise of Grade ............................................................. 95 ......................... 140 ....................... 45 
Renewal endorsement for ratings other than qualified ratings ....... 50 ......................... n/a ........................ 45 
Renewal endorsement for qualified rating ...................................... 50 ......................... 45 ......................... 45 
STCW certification: 

Original .............................................................................. No fee .................. No fee .................. No fee 
Renewal ............................................................................ No fee .................. No fee .................. No fee 

Reissue, replacement, and duplicate .............................................. n/a ........................ n/a ........................ 1 $45 

1 Duplicate for MMC lost as result of marine casualty—No Fee. 
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(b) Fee payment procedures. Appli-
cants may pay: 

(1) All fees required by this section at 
the time the application is submitted; 
or 

(2) A fee for each phase at the fol-
lowing times: 

(i) An evaluation fee when the appli-
cation is submitted. 

(ii) An examination fee before the 
first examination section is taken. 

(iii) An issuance fee before receipt of 
the MMC. 

(c) If the examination is adminis-
tered at a place other than an REC, the 
examination fee must be paid to the 
REC at least one week before the 
scheduled examination date. 

(d) Unless the REC provides addi-
tional payment options, fees must be 
paid as follows: 

(1) Fee payment(s) must be for the 
exact amount. 

(2) Payments may be made by cash, 
check, money order, or credit card. 

(3) Payments submitted by mail may 
not be made in cash. Mailed payments 
should specify the type of credential 
sought and the type of fee (e.g., evalua-
tion, examination, issuance) being 
paid. The address for sending payment 
by mail can be found at http:// 
www.uscg.mil/stcw/ldcr-userfees.htm. 

(4) Checks or money orders are to be 
made payable to the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and the full legal name and last four 
digits of applicant’s security number 
must appear on the front of each check 
or money order. 

(5) Fee payment may be made by 
electronic payment in a manner speci-
fied by the Coast Guard. For informa-
tion regarding current forms of elec-
tronic payment, go to http:// 
www.uscg.mil/stcw/ldcr-userfees.htm. 

(e) Unless otherwise specified in this 
part, when two or more endorsements 
are processed on the same application: 

(1) Evaluation fees. If an applicant si-
multaneously applies for a rating en-
dorsement and a deck or engineer offi-
cer’s endorsement, only the evaluation 
fee for the officer’s endorsement will be 
charged. If an applicant simulta-
neously applies for a staff officer or 
radio officer endorsement along with 
the deck or engineer officer’s endorse-
ment, only the evaluation fee for the 
deck or engineer officer’s endorsement 

will be charged. No evaluation fee is 
charged for an STCW endorsement. 

(2) Examination fees. One examination 
fee will be charged for each exam or se-
ries of exams for an original, raise of 
grade, or renewal of an endorsement on 
an MMC taken within one year from 
the date of the application approval. 
An examination fee will also be 
charged to process an open-book exer-
cise used to renew an MMC. If an offi-
cer endorsement examination under 
part 11 of this chapter also fulfills the 
examination requirements in part 12 of 
this chapter for rating endorsements, 
only the fee for the officer endorse-
ment examination is charged. 

(3) Issuance fees. Only one issuance 
fee will be charged for each MMC 
issued, regardless of the number of en-
dorsements placed on the credential. 
There is no fee for a Document of Con-
tinuity. 

(f) The Coast Guard may assess addi-
tional charges to anyone to recover 
collection and enforcement costs asso-
ciated with delinquent payments, fail-
ure to pay a fee, or returned checks. 
The Coast Guard will not provide 
credentialing services to a mariner who 
owes money for credentialing services 
previously provided. 

(g) Anyone who fails to pay a fee or 
charge established under this subpart 
is liable to the United States Govern-
ment for a civil penalty of not more 
than $6,500 for each violation. 

(h) No-fee MMC for certain applicants. 
(1) For the purpose of this section, a 
no-fee MMC applicant is a person who 
is a volunteer, or a part-time or full- 
time employee of an organization that 
is: 

(i) Charitable in nature; 
(ii) Not for profit; and 
(iii) Youth oriented. 
(2) Determination of eligibility. (i) An 

organization may submit a written re-
quest to U.S. Coast Guard National 
Maritime Center, 100 Forbes Drive, 
Martinsburg, WV 25404, in order to be 
considered an eligible organization 
under the criteria set forth in para-
graph (h)(1) of this section. With the 
written request, the organization must 
provide evidence of its status as a 
youth-oriented, not-for-profit, chari-
table organization. 
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(ii) The following organizations are 
accepted by the Coast Guard as meet-
ing the requirements of paragraph 
(h)(1) of this section and need not sub-
mit evidence of their status: Boy 
Scouts of America, Sea Explorer Asso-
ciation, Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America, and Young Men’s 
Christian Association of the United 
States of America. 

(3) A letter from an organization de-
termined eligible under paragraph 
(h)(2) of this section must also accom-
pany the person’s MMC application to 
the Coast Guard. The letter must state 
that the purpose of the person’s appli-
cation is solely to further the conduct 
of the organization’s maritime activi-
ties. The applicant then is eligible 
under this section to obtain a no-fee 
MMC if other requirements for the 
MMC are met. 

(4) An MMC issued to a person under 
this section is endorsed restricting its 
use to vessels owned or operated by the 
sponsoring organization. 

(5) The holder of a no-fee MMC issued 
under this section may have the re-
striction removed by paying the appro-
priate evaluation, examination, and 
issuance fees that would have other-
wise applied. 

§ 10.221 Citizenship. 
(a)(1) MMCs with officer Endorsements. 

Only individuals with valid U.S. citi-
zenship may apply for officer endorse-
ments, except individuals applying for 
endorsements as operators of 
uninspected passenger vessels author-
izing service on undocumented vessels 
in accordance with § 11.201(d) of this 
part. 

(2) All other MMCs. All other appli-
cants, except as noted in § 12.40–11 of 
this subchapter, must be either: 

(i) A citizen of the United States; 
(ii) An alien, as defined under Sec-

tion 101(a)(3) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) 
(the Act), who is lawfully admitted to 
the United States for permanent resi-
dence, as defined by Section 101(a)(20) 
of the Act.; or 

(iii) A foreign national who is en-
rolled in the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy (USMMA). 

(b) Beginning April 15, 2009, proof of 
citizenship or alien status must be sub-

mitted to the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) with the appli-
cant’s TWIC application in accordance 
with 49 CFR 1572.17(a)(11). Until April 
15, 2009, proof of citizenship or alien 
status must be submitted by appearing 
at a Regional Exam Center. 

(c) TSA and the Coast Guard may re-
ject any evidence of citizenship that is 
not believed to be authentic. Accept-
able evidence of citizenship may be an 
original or a copy certified as true by 
the agency responsible for issuing the 
document of the following: 

(1) If the individual is applying for an 
officer endorsement (with the excep-
tion of those applying for an MMC en-
dorsed only as Operator of an 
Uninspected Passenger Vehicle (OUPV) 
of an undocumented vessel), the indi-
vidual must provide an original of any 
one of the following documents: 

(i) Certified copy of a birth certifi-
cate, issued by a State, county, mu-
nicipality or outlying possession of the 
U.S. bearing an official seal; 

(ii) U.S. passport (expired or unex-
pired); 

(iii) Certificate of Citizenship issued 
by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services or the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service; 

(iv) Certificate of Naturalization 
issued by U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services or the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service; or 

(v) Merchant mariner’s document 
issued by the Coast Guard after Feb-
ruary 3, 2003, that shows that the hold-
er is a citizen of the United States. 

(2) If the individual is applying for a 
rating endorsement and they hold one 
of the documents listed in paragraph 
(c)(1)(i) through (v) of this section, 
these documents are also acceptable as 
evidence of citizenship. If the indi-
vidual does not hold any one of those 
documents listed in paragraph (c)(1)(i) 
through (v), the individual must pro-
vide an original unexpired foreign pass-
port and an original of any one of the 
following documents: 

(i) Permanent resident card (form I– 
551) issued by U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services bearing the certifi-
cation that the alien was admitted to 
the United States as an immigrant, 
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