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the vessel of other statutory respon-
sibilities for the protection of every 
mariner under his or her command. 

(2) If it is presented at a reasonable 
time and in a reasonable manner, the 
master or individual in charge shall re-
ceive, consider, and appropriately ad-
dress the legitimate complaint of any 
mariner. 

(b) For any oceanographic research 
vessel sailing with any mariner em-
ployed by any firm, association, cor-
poration, or educational or govern-
mental body or agency, the Com-
mandant may grant exemptions from— 

(1) 46 U.S.C. 10301, Application; 
(2) 46 U.S.C. 10302, Shipping articles 

(for foreign and intercoastal voyages); 
(3) 46 U.S.C. 10307, Posting of articles; 
(4) 46 U.S.C. 10308, Foreign engage-

ments; 
(5) 46 U.S.C. 10311, Certificates of dis-

charge; 
(6) 46 U.S.C. 10313 and 10504, Wages; 
(7) 46 U.S.C. 10314 and 10505, Ad-

vances; 
(8) 46 U.S.C. 10315, Allotments; 
(9) 46 U.S.C. 10316 and 10506, Trusts; 
(10) 46 U.S.C. 10321 and 10508, General 

penalties; 
(11) 46 U.S.C. 10502, Shipping articles 

(for coastwise voyages); and 
(12) 46 U.S.C. 10509, Penalty for fail-

ure to begin coastwise voyages. 

§ 14.405 Procedures. 
(a) Upon written request for the 

owner, charterer, managing operator, 
master, or individual in charge of the 
vessel to the OCMI of the Coast Guard 
in whose zone the vessel is located, the 
Commandant may grant an exemption 
of any oceanographic research vessel 
designated by 46 U.S.C. 2113(2) from any 
requirement of any section listed by 
§ 14.403(b). 

(b) The request must state— 
(1) Any requirement of any section 

listed in § 14.403(b) from which the ap-
plicant wishes an exemption; and 

(2) What business practices regard-
ing, among other things, the shipment 
and discharge of merchant mariners, 
their pay and allotments, and the ade-
quacy of their clothing would justify 
the exemption. 

(c) The OCMI will forward the re-
quest, along with his or her rec-
ommendation, to the Commandant, 

who will determine whether to grant 
any exemption of any vessel from any 
requirement. The OCMI will issue a let-
ter indicating any exemption granted. 
The master or individual in charge of 
the vessel shall keep the letter aboard 
the vessel. 

(d) If operating conditions change, 
the owner, charterer, managing oper-
ator, master, or individual in charge of 
the vessel shall so advise the OCMI. 
The OCMI will forward pertinent infor-
mation on how the conditions have 
changed, along with his or her rec-
ommendation, to the Commandant, 
who will determine whether any ex-
emption should remain granted. 

§ 14.407 Reports. 
(a) The owner, charterer, managing 

operator, master, or individual in 
charge of each oceanographic research 
vessel of 100 gross tons or more shall 
maintain a record of the employment, 
discharge, or termination of service of 
every merchant mariner in the crew. 
At least every 6 months, the person 
maintaining this record shall transmit 
it to the Coast Guard, either manually, 
in the form of a copy of a certificate of 
discharge, or electronically. 

(b) The owner, charterer, managing 
operator, master, or individual in 
charge of the vessel shall keep original 
shipping articles and a copy of each 
certificate ready for review by the 
Coast Guard or the concerned mariner 
upon request. After January 3, 1997, the 
Coast Guard will no longer keep either 
original articles or copies of certifi-
cates; it will keep only electronic 
records of employment. 

(c) The master or individual in 
charge of the vessel shall ensure that 
every entry made in the articles agrees 
with the corresponding entry made in a 
continuous discharge book, on a cer-
tificate, or in any other proof of sea 
service furnished to the mariner. 

(d) Each oceanographic company 
shall keep all original articles and cop-
ies of all certificates for 3 years. After 
that each such company shall send all 
articles to the address in § 14.103(a). 

(e) Each oceanographic company that 
goes out of business or merges with an-
other company shall send all original 
articles to the address in § 14.103(a) 
within 30 days of the transaction. 
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PART 15—MANNING 
REQUIREMENTS 

Subpart A—Purpose and Applicability 

Sec. 
15.101 Purpose of regulations. 
15.102 Paperwork approval. 
15.103 General. 
15.105 Incorporation by reference. 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Manning Requirements; All 
Vessels 

15.401 Employment and service within re-
strictions of credential. 

15.405 Familiarity with vessel characteris-
tics. 

15.410 Credentialed individuals for assist-
ance towing vessels. 

15.415 [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Manning Requirements; 
Inspected Vessels 

15.501 Certificate of inspection. 
15.505 Changes in the certificate of inspec-

tion. 
15.510 Right of appeal. 
15.515 Compliance with certificate of inspec-

tion. 
15.520 Mobile offshore drilling units. 
15.525 Reference to other parts. 
15.530 Large passenger vessels. 

Subpart E—Manning Requirements; 
Uninspected Vessels 

15.601 General. 
15.605 Credentialed operators for 

uninspected passenger vessels. 
15.610 Master and mate (pilot) of towing 

vessels. 

Subpart F—Limitations and Qualifying 
Factors 

15.701 Officers Competency Certificates 
Convention, 1936. 

15.705 Watches. 
15.710 Working hours. 
15.715 Automated vessels. 
15.720 Use of non-U.S. licensed and/or docu-

mented personnel. 
15.725 Sailing short. 
15.730 Language requirements. 

Subpart G—Computations 

15.801 General. 
15.805 Master. 
15.810 Mates. 
15.812 Pilots. 
15.815 Radar observers. 
15.820 Chief engineer. 

15.825 Engineers. 
15.830 Radio officers. 
15.835 Staff officers. 
15.840 Able seamen. 
15.845 Lifeboatmen. 
15.850 Lookouts. 
15.855 Cabin watchmen and fire patrolmen. 
15.860 Tankerman. 

Subpart H—Equivalents 

15.901 Inspected vessels of less than 100 
gross tons. 

15.905 Uninspected passenger vessels. 
15.910 Towing vessels. 
15.915 Engineer Officer Endorsements. 

Subpart I—Vessels in Foreign Trade 

15.1001 General. 
15.1010 California. 
15.1020 Hawaii. 
15.1030 New York and New Jersey. 
15.1040 Massachusetts. 
15.1050 North Carolina. 

Subpart J—Vessels Subject to 
Requirements of STCW 

15.1101 General. 
15.1103 Employment and service the within 

restrictions of an STCW endorsement or 
of a certificate of training. 

15.1105 Familiarization and basic safety- 
training. 

15.1107 Maintenance of merchant mariners’ 
records by owner or operator. 

15.1109 Watches. 
15.1111 Work hours and rest periods. 
15.1113 Vessel Security Officer (VSO). 

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 2101, 2103, 3306, 3703, 
8101, 8102, 8104, 8105, 8301, 8304, 8502, 8503, 8701, 
8702, 8901, 8902, 8903, 8904, 8905(b), 8906, 9102, 
and 8103; and Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Delegation No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 
1987, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Purpose and 
Applicability 

§ 15.101 Purpose of regulations. 
The purpose of the regulations in this 

part is to set forth uniform minimum 
requirements for the manning of ves-
sels. In general, they implement, inter-
pret, or apply the specific statutory 
manning requirements in title 46, 
U.S.C., parts E & F, implement various 
international conventions which affect 
merchant marine personnel, and pro-
vide the means for establishing the 
complement necessary for safe oper-
ation of vessels. 
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