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the locations of all watertight subdivi-
sion bulkheads, including steps or re-
cesses therein, which may be involved 
in the vessel’s load line assignment. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10053, July 12, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 68–126, 34 FR 9012, June 5, 
1969; CGD 80–143, 47 FR 25149, June 10, 1982; 
CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50727, Sept. 27, 1996; USCG– 
1998–4442, 63 FR 52190, Sept. 30, 1998; USCG– 
2000–7790, 65 FR 58459, Sept. 29, 2000] 

§ 42.07–40 Recognized classification so-
ciety as an assigning authority. 

(a) On behalf of the United States of 
America, under the provisions of Arti-
cles 13 and 16(3) and as provided in 46 
U.S.C. 5107, the Commandant, at the 
request of a shipowner, may appoint 
any other recognized classification so-
ciety, which he may approve, as the as-
signing and issuing authority who shall 
perform the same functions and duties 
as indicated in § 42.07–35 for the Amer-
ican Bureau of Shipping. 

(b) The appointment of a recognized 
classification society as the assigning 
and issuing authority will be limited to 
vessels specifically designated by the 
Commandant. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10053, July 12, 1968, as 
amended by USCG–1998–4442, 63 FR 52190, 
Sept. 30, 1998] 

§ 42.07–43 Change in assigning author-
ity. 

(a) If the owner desires a change in 
assigning and issuing authority for a 
vessel, a special request shall be made 
in writing to the Commandant at least 
90 days prior to the expiration date of 
the present certificate or the annual 
endorsement thereon. 

(b) A change in the assigning author-
ity does not presume any change in as-
signed load lines. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10053, July 12, 1968] 

§ 42.07–45 Load line certificates. 
(a) The load line certificates for 

which the Government of the United 
States of America assumes full respon-
sibility may be issued by the Com-
mandant, the American Bureau of 
Shipping, or a recognized classification 
society when appointed as an author-
ized assigning and issuing authority for 
specifically designated vessels. 

(b) The load line certificate shall cer-
tify to the correctness of the load line 

marks assigned to the vessel and that 
the vessel is in compliance with appli-
cable requirements. A certificate 
issued under this subchapter also shall 
describe the applicable load line 
marks, conditions, restrictions, and/or 
exemptions, if any, the vessel shall ob-
serve, according to the season of the 
year and the zone or area in which the 
vessel may operate. The load line ex-
emption certificate issued under § 42.03– 
30 shall certify the special conditions 
the vessel shall observe. 

(c) A load line assignment and cer-
tificate issued to any vessel under the 
authority of the regulations in this 
subchapter (or under the authority of 
any Government adhering to the 1966 
Convention, under the provisions of Ar-
ticle 19(5) of the 1966 Convention) shall 
cease to be valid upon the transfer of 
such vessel to the flag of another Gov-
ernment. 

(d) Each loadline certificate is issued 
for the following length of time: 

(1) An international and coastwise 
certificate is issued for 5 years and 
may be extended by the Commandant 
up to 150 days from the date of the— 

(i) Survey that is endorsed on the 
certificate by the surveyor authorized 
by the Coast Guard; or 

(ii) Last day of the 5-year period. 
(2) A Great Lakes certificate is issued 

for 5 years and may be extended by the 
Commander, Ninth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, up to 365 days from date of the— 

(i) Survey that is endorsed on the 
certificate by the surveyor authorized 
by the Coast Guard; or 

(ii) Last day of the 5-year period. 
(e) The form of certificate certifying 

to the correctness of the load line 
marks, assigned under the regulations 
in this part, may be in the form of tem-
porary or provisional certificate, 
signed by the authorized surveyor 
pending early issuance of appropriate 
certificate as shown in subpart 42.50 of 
this part as follows: 

(1) International Load Line Certifi-
cate, 1966, issued to U.S. vessels en-
gaged in foreign voyages, or engaged in 
coastwise or intercoastal voyages (pro-
vided such vessels qualify to engage in 
foreign voyages without restriction), as 
follows: 

(i) Form A1, For general use. 
(ii) Form A2, For sailing vessels. 
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(iii) Form A3, For general use, com-
bined with timber deck cargo. 

(2) Certificate issued to foreign ves-
sels belonging to countries that have 
not ratified or acceded to the 1966 Con-
vention as follows: 

(i) Form B, For general use. 
(3) Coastwise load line certificate 

(other than for special service as pro-
vided for by part 44 of this subchapter) 
issued to U.S. vessels engaged solely in 
coastwise and/or intercoastal voyages 
(which may be subject to restrictions 
as to manning, routes, seasons, waters 
of operations, etc., as shown on the 
face of the certificate), as follows: 

(i) Form C1, For general use. 
(ii) Form C2, For sailing ships. 
(iii) Form C3, For general use, com-

bined with timber deck cargo. 
(f) The form of certificate certifying 

to the correctness of exemptions grant-
ed under the regulations in this part 
shall be as shown in subpart 42.50 of 
this part as follows: 

(1) International load line exemption 
certificate issued under special condi-
tions to U.S.-flag vessels engaged in 
foreign voyages, as follows: 

(i) Form E1, For general inter-
national use. 

(ii) Where this certificate is intended 
to expire after a single voyage, this in-
formation shall be noted on the face of 
the certificate. 

(2) International load line certificate 
Form A1, A2, or A3 issued under special 
conditions to U.S.-flag vessels on inter-
national voyages between the United 
States and near neighboring ports of 
its possessions or of foreign countries. 
Exemptions, if any, shall be specified 
on the certificate. 

(g) The issuing authority shall pro-
vide the printed forms it may use 
under the regulations in this sub-
chapter. These forms shall be approved 
by the Commandant before final print-
ing. The international load line certifi-
cate and exemption certificate forms 
shall exactly reproduce the arrange-
ment of the printed part of the model 
Forms A1, A2, A3, and E1 indicated in 
subpart 42.50 of this part for all official 
copies and any certified copies issued. 

(h) Where a vessel qualifies for and is 
issued a Form E1 International Load 
Line Exemption Certificate for foreign 
voyages but is also or solely engaged in 

coastwise or intercoastal voyages by 
sea, this certificate shall be considered 
equivalent to a valid coastwise load 
line certificate. In such case the vessel 
shall be deemed in full compliance with 
46 U.S.C. 5101–5116 and the regulations 
in this part promulgated thereunder. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10054, July 12, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 68–126, 34 FR 9012, June 5, 
1969; CGD 73–49R, 38 FR 12290, May 10, 1973; 
CGD–74; 153, 39 FR 25324, July 10, 1974; CGD 
80–120, 47 FR 5722, Feb. 8, 1982; CGD 96–006, 61 
FR 35964, July 9, 1996; USCG–1998–4442, 63 FR 
52190, Sept. 30, 1998] 

§ 42.07–50 Penalties for violations. 

(a) The penalties for violation of var-
ious provisions of the load line acts or 
the regulations established thereunder 
are set forth in 46 U.S.C. 5116. The Sec-
retary of Transportation by 49 CFR 
1.46(b) has transferred to the Com-
mandant authority to assess, collect, 
remit or litigate any monetary penalty 
imposed under these laws. 

(b) The master and/or owner of a ves-
sel that is operated, navigated, or used 
in violation of the provisions of the 
load line acts, or the regulations in 
this subchapter will be subject to the 
penalties as set forth in law, and the 
vessel shall also be liable therefor. De-
pending upon the gravity of the viola-
tions, the Coast Guard may do any one 
or more of the following: 

(1) Detain a vessel if deemed to be 
overloaded in violation of title 46 
U.S.C. 5112, in accordance with 46 
U.S.C. 5113 and have the vessel sur-
veyed by three disinterested surveyors. 

(2) Assess and collect applicable mon-
etary penalties for certain violations 
as provided in 46 U.S.C. 5112 and 5116. 

(3) Initiate a criminal prosecution for 
certain violations when required by 46 
U.S.C. 5112 or 5116. 

(4) Initiate an action of libel against 
the vessel involved if there is a failure 
to pay monetary penalties assessed. 

(5) Initiate a suspension or revoca-
tion proceeding, in addition to the fore-
going actions described in this para-
graph against any officer or seaman 
holding a valid Coast Guard credential 
and who may violate any provision of 
the load line acts, the 1966 Convention, 
or the regulations in this subchapter, 
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