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survey instead of a drydock examina-
tion at alternating intervals. You must
submit an application for an under-
water survey to the OCMI at least 90
days before your vessel’s next required
drydock examination. You may be al-
lowed this option if—

(1) The vessel is qualified under para-
graphs (a)(2) through (4) of this section;

(2) Your application includes the in-
formation in paragraphs (b)(1) through
(b)(7) of this section; and

(3) During the vessel’s drydock exam-
ination, preceding the underwater sur-
vey, a complete set of hull gaugings
was taken and they indicated that the
vessel was free from appreciable hull
deterioration.

(d) After this drydock examination
required by paragraph (c)(3) of this sec-
tion, the OCMI submits a recommenda-
tion for future underwater surveys, the
results of the hull gauging, and the re-
sults of the Coast Guards’ drydock ex-
amination results to the District Com-
mander for cognizant review.

[USCG-2000-6858, 67 FR 21080, Apr. 29, 2002]

§115.620 Description of the Alter-
native Hull Examination (AHE) Pro-
gram for certain passenger vessels.

The Alternative Hull Examination
(AHE) Program provides you with an
alternative to a drydock examination
by allowing your vessel’s hull to be ex-
amined while it remains afloat. If com-
pleted using only divers, this program
has four steps: the application process,
the preliminary examination, the pre-
survey meeting, and the hull examina-
tion. If the vessel is already partici-
pating in the program or if a remotely
operated vehicle (ROV) is used during
the program, the preliminary exam
step may be omitted. Once you com-
plete these steps, the Officer in Charge,
Marine Inspection (OCMI), will evalu-
ate the results and accept the examina-
tion as a credit hull exam if the vessel
is in satisfactory condition. If only div-
ers are used for the underwater survey
portion of the examination process,
you may receive credit for a period of
time such that subsequent AHEs would
be conducted at intervals of twice in
every five years, with no more than
three years between any two AHESs.
The OCMI may waive an underwater
survey in accordance with §115.655(d)
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provided that the interval does not ex-
ceed five years between any two under-
water surveys. If an underwater ROV is
used as the predominate method to ex-
amine the vessel’s underwater hull
plating, you may receive credit up to
five years. At the end of this period,
you may apply for further participa-
tion under the AHE Program.

NOTE TO §115.620: The expected hull cov-
erage when using an ROV must be at least 80
percent.

[USCG-2000-6858, 69 FR 47383, Aug. 5, 2004]

§115.625 Eligibility requirements for
the Alternative Hull Examination
(AHE) Program for certain pas-
senger vessels.

(a) Your vessel may be eligible for
the AHE Program if—

(1) It is constructed of steel or alu-
minum;

(2) It has an effective hull protection
system;

(3) It has operated exclusively in
fresh water since its last drydock ex-
amination;

(4) It operates in rivers or protected
lakes; and

(5) It operates exclusively in shallow
water or within 0.5 nautical miles from
shore.

(b) In addition to the requirements in
paragraph (a) of this section, the Offi-
cer in Charge, Marine Inspection
(OCMI) will evaluate the following in-
formation when determining your ves-
sel’s eligibility for the AHE Program:

(1) The overall condition of the ves-
sel, based on its inspection history;

(2) The vessel’s history of hull casual-
ties and hull-related deficiencies; and

(3) The AHE Program application, as
described in §115.630 of this part.

(c) When reviewing a vessel’s eligi-
bility for the AHE program, the OCMI
may modify the standards given by
paragraph (a)(b) of this section where it
is considered safe and reasonable to do
so0. In making this determination, the
OCMI will consider the vessel’s overall
condition, its history of safe operation,
and any other factors that serve to
mitigate overall safety risks.

[USCG-2000-6858, 67 FR 21080, Apr. 29, 2002]
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