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Subpart A—General

§133.03 Relationship to international
standards.

This subpart and subpart B of this
part are based on Chapter III, SOLAS.
Section numbers in this subpart and
subpart B of this part are generally re-
lated to the regulation numbers in
Chapter III, SOLAS, but paragraph des-
ignations are not related to the num-
bering in Chapter III, SOLAS. To find
the corresponding Chapter III, SOLAS
regulation for this subpart and subpart
B of this part, beginning with §133.10,
divide the section number following
the decimal point by 10.

§133.07 Additional equipment and re-
quirements.

The OCMI may require an OSV to

carry specialized or additional life-

§133.10

saving equipment other than as re-
quired in this part if the OCMI deter-
mines that the conditions of a voyage
present uniquely hazardous cir-
cumstances which are not adequately
addressed by existing requirements.

§133.09 Equivalents.

When this part requires a particular
fitting, material, or lifesaving appli-
ance or arrangement, the Commandant
(CG-ENG) may accept any other fit-
ting, material, or lifesaving appliance
or arrangement that is at least as ef-
fective as that required by this part.
The Commandant may require engi-
neering evaluations and tests to deter-
mine the equivalent effectiveness of
the substitute fitting, material, or life-
saving appliance or arrangement.

[CGD 84-069, 61 FR 25304, May 20, 1996, as
amended by USCG-2009-0702, 74 FR 49235,
Sept. 25, 2009; USCG-2012-0832, 77 FR 59782,
Oct. 1, 2012]

§133.10 Applicability.

(a) Unless expressly provided other-
wise in this part, this part applies to
all inspected OSVs of the United States
flag, including liftboats.

(b) Offshore supply vessels which
were constructed prior to October 1,
1996, must—

(1) By October 1, 1997, meet the re-
quirements of §§133.60(a), 133.80, and
133.90;

(2) By October 1, 1997, fit retro-reflec-
tive material on all floating appli-
ances, lifejackets, and immersion suits;
and

(3) Offshore supply vessels may retain
the arrangement of lifeboats, lifeboat
davits, winches, inflatable liferafts,
liferaft launching equipment, rescue
boats, lifefloats, and buoyant appa-
ratus previously required and approved
for the OSV, as long as the arrange-
ment or appliance is maintained in
good condition to the satisfaction of
the OCMI.

(c) When any lifesaving appliance or
arrangement on an OSV subject to this
part is replaced, or when the OSV un-
dergoes repairs, alterations, or modi-
fications of a major character involv-
ing replacement of, or any addition to,
the existing lifesaving appliances or ar-
rangements, each new lifesaving appli-
ance and arrangement must meet the
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§133.20

requirements of this part, unless the
OCMI determines that the OSV cannot
accommodate the new appliance or ar-
rangement.

[CGD 84-069, 61 FR 25304, May 20, 1996; 61 FR
40281, Aug. 1, 1996]

§133.20 Exemptions.

(a) If a District Commander deter-
mines that the overall safety of the
persons on board an OSV will not be
significantly reduced, the District
Commander may grant an exemption
from compliance with a provision of
this part to a specific OSV for a speci-
fied geographic area within the bound-
aries of the Coast Guard District. This
exemption may be limited to certain
periods of the year.

(b) Requests for exemption under this
section must be in writing to the OCMI
for transmission to the District Com-
mander in the area in which the OSV is
in service or will be in service.

(c) If the exemption is granted by the
District Commander, the OCMI will en-
dorse the OSV’s Certificate of Inspec-
tion with a statement describing the
exemption.

§133.40 Evaluation, testing and ap-
proval of lifesaving appliances and
arrangements.

(a) Bach item of lifesaving equipment
required by this part to be carried on
board the OSV must be approved.

(b) Each item of lifesaving equipment
carried on board the OSV in addition to
those required by this part must—

(1) Be approved; or

(2) Be accepted by the cognizant
OCMI for use on the OSV.

(¢) The Commandant (CG-ENG) may
accept a novel lifesaving appliance or
arrangement if it provides a level of
safety equivalent the requirements of
this part and if the appliance or ar-
rangement—

(1) Is evaluated and tested in accord-
ance with IMO Resolution A.520(13),
Code of Practice for the Evaluation,
Testing and Acceptance of Prototype
Novel Life-saving Appliances and Ar-
rangements; or

(2) Has successfully undergone eval-
uation and tests that are substantially
equivalent to those recommendations.

(d) During an OSV’s construction,
and when any modification to the life-
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saving arrangement is done after con-
struction, a OSV owner must obtain
acceptance of lifesaving arrangements
from the Commandant (Marine Safety
Center).

(e) The OCMI may accept substitute
lifesaving appliances other than those
required by this part, except for—

(1) Survival craft and rescue boats;
and

(2) Survival craft and rescue boat
launching and embarkation appliances.

(f) Acceptance of lifesaving appli-
ances and arrangements will remain in
effect unless—

(1) The OCMI deems their condition
to be unsatisfactory or unfit for the
service intended; or

(2) The OCMI deems the crew’s abil-
ity to use and assist others in the use
of the lifesaving appliances or arrange-
ments to be inadequate.

[CGD 84-069, 61 FR 25304, May 20, 1996, as
amended by USCG-2009-0702, 74 FR 49235,
Sept. 25, 2009; USCG-2012-0832, 77 FR 59782,
Oct. 1, 2012]

§133.45 Tests and inspections of life-
saving equipment and arrange-
ments.

(a) Initial inspection. The initial in-
spection of lifesaving appliances and
arrangements for certification includes
a demonstration of—

(1) The proper condition and oper-
ation of the survival craft and rescue
boat Ilaunching appliances at loads
ranging from light load to 10 percent
overload;

(2) The proper condition and oper-
ation of rescue boats, including engines
and release mechanisms;

(3) The proper condition of flotation
equipment such as lifebuoys, life-
jackets, immersion suits, work vests,
lifefloats, buoyant apparatus, and asso-
ciated equipment;

(4) The proper condition of distress
signaling equipment, including EPIRB
and pyrotechnic signaling devices;

(6) The proper condition of line-
throwing appliances;

(6) The proper condition and oper-
ation of embarkation appliances, in-
cluding embarkation ladders and ma-
rine evacuation systems;

(7) The ability of the crew to effec-
tively carry out abandon-ship proce-
dures; and
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