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requirements of this part, unless the 
OCMI determines that the OSV cannot 
accommodate the new appliance or ar-
rangement. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25304, May 20, 1996; 61 FR 
40281, Aug. 1, 1996] 

§ 133.20 Exemptions. 
(a) If a District Commander deter-

mines that the overall safety of the 
persons on board an OSV will not be 
significantly reduced, the District 
Commander may grant an exemption 
from compliance with a provision of 
this part to a specific OSV for a speci-
fied geographic area within the bound-
aries of the Coast Guard District. This 
exemption may be limited to certain 
periods of the year. 

(b) Requests for exemption under this 
section must be in writing to the OCMI 
for transmission to the District Com-
mander in the area in which the OSV is 
in service or will be in service. 

(c) If the exemption is granted by the 
District Commander, the OCMI will en-
dorse the OSV’s Certificate of Inspec-
tion with a statement describing the 
exemption. 

§ 133.40 Evaluation, testing and ap-
proval of lifesaving appliances and 
arrangements. 

(a) Each item of lifesaving equipment 
required by this part to be carried on 
board the OSV must be approved. 

(b) Each item of lifesaving equipment 
carried on board the OSV in addition to 
those required by this part must— 

(1) Be approved; or 
(2) Be accepted by the cognizant 

OCMI for use on the OSV. 
(c) The Commandant (CG–ENG) may 

accept a novel lifesaving appliance or 
arrangement if it provides a level of 
safety equivalent the requirements of 
this part and if the appliance or ar-
rangement— 

(1) Is evaluated and tested in accord-
ance with IMO Resolution A.520(13), 
Code of Practice for the Evaluation, 
Testing and Acceptance of Prototype 
Novel Life-saving Appliances and Ar-
rangements; or 

(2) Has successfully undergone eval-
uation and tests that are substantially 
equivalent to those recommendations. 

(d) During an OSV’s construction, 
and when any modification to the life-

saving arrangement is done after con-
struction, a OSV owner must obtain 
acceptance of lifesaving arrangements 
from the Commandant (Marine Safety 
Center). 

(e) The OCMI may accept substitute 
lifesaving appliances other than those 
required by this part, except for— 

(1) Survival craft and rescue boats; 
and 

(2) Survival craft and rescue boat 
launching and embarkation appliances. 

(f) Acceptance of lifesaving appli-
ances and arrangements will remain in 
effect unless— 

(1) The OCMI deems their condition 
to be unsatisfactory or unfit for the 
service intended; or 

(2) The OCMI deems the crew’s abil-
ity to use and assist others in the use 
of the lifesaving appliances or arrange-
ments to be inadequate. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25304, May 20, 1996, as 
amended by USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49235, 
Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 FR 59782, 
Oct. 1, 2012] 

§ 133.45 Tests and inspections of life-
saving equipment and arrange-
ments. 

(a) Initial inspection. The initial in-
spection of lifesaving appliances and 
arrangements for certification includes 
a demonstration of— 

(1) The proper condition and oper-
ation of the survival craft and rescue 
boat launching appliances at loads 
ranging from light load to 10 percent 
overload; 

(2) The proper condition and oper-
ation of rescue boats, including engines 
and release mechanisms; 

(3) The proper condition of flotation 
equipment such as lifebuoys, life-
jackets, immersion suits, work vests, 
lifefloats, buoyant apparatus, and asso-
ciated equipment; 

(4) The proper condition of distress 
signaling equipment, including EPIRB 
and pyrotechnic signaling devices; 

(5) The proper condition of line- 
throwing appliances; 

(6) The proper condition and oper-
ation of embarkation appliances, in-
cluding embarkation ladders and ma-
rine evacuation systems; 

(7) The ability of the crew to effec-
tively carry out abandon-ship proce-
dures; and 
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(8) The ability to meet the egress and 
survival craft launching requirements 
of this part. 

(b) Reinspections. Tests and inspec-
tions of lifesaving equipment shall be 
carried out during each inspection for 
renewal of certification and periodic 
inspection, and shall demonstrate, as 
applicable,— 

(1) The proper condition and oper-
ation of the survival craft and rescue 
boat launching appliances at loads 
ranging from light load to full load; 

(2) The proper condition and oper-
ation of rescue boats including engines 
and release mechanisms; 

(3) The proper condition of flotation 
equipment such as lifebuoys, life-
jackets, immersion suits, work vests, 
lifefloats, buoyant apparatus, and asso-
ciated equipment; 

(4) That each inflatable liferaft and 
inflatable lifejacket has been serviced 
as required under this chapter; 

(5) That each hydrostatic release 
unit, other than a disposable hydro-
static release unit, has been serviced as 
required under this chapter; and 

(6) That the crew has the ability to 
effectively carry out abandon-ship pro-
cedures. 

(c) Other inspections. Lifesaving appli-
ances and arrangements are subject to 
tests and inspections described in para-
graph (b) of this section during OSV 
boardings to ensure that the appliances 
and arrangements comply with applica-
ble requirements, are in satisfactory 
condition, and remain fit for service. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25304, May 20, 1996, as 
amended by USCG 1999–4976, 65 FR 6507, Feb. 
9, 2000] 

Subpart B—Requirements for All 
OSVs 

§ 133.60 Communications. 
(a) Emergency position indicating 

radiobeacons (EPIRB). (1) Each OSV 
must carry a category 1 406 MHz sat-
ellite EPIRB meeting the requirements 
of 47 CFR part 80. 

(2) When the OSV is underway, the 
EPIRB must be stowed in its float-free 
bracket with the controls set for auto-
matic activation and mounted in a 
manner so that it will float free if the 
OSV sinks. 

(3) Each EPIRB should have the 
name of the OSV plainly marked or 
painted on its label, except for EPIRBs 
in an inflatable liferaft or permanently 
installed in a survival craft. 

(b) Distress flares. Each OSV must— 
(1) Carry not less than 12 rocket 

parachute flares approved under ap-
proval series 160.136; and 

(2) Stow the flares on or near the 
OSV’s navigating bridge. 

(c) Onboard communications and alarm 
systems. Each OSV must meet the re-
quirements for onboard communica-
tions between emergency control sta-
tions, muster and embarkation sta-
tions, and strategic positions on board, 
and the emergency alarm system re-
quirements in part J of this chapter, 
and be supplemented by either a public 
address system or other suitable means 
of communication. 

(d) Emergency position indicating radio-
beacon alternative. OSVs, as an alter-
native to the requirements in para-
graph (a) of this section, may until 
February 1, 1999, have a Coast Guard- 
approved class A EPIRB, if the EPIRB 
was— 

(1) Manufactured after October 1, 
1988; and 

(2) Installed on the OSV on or before 
July 5, 1996. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25304, May 20, 1996, as 
amended by USCG 1998–4442, 63 FR 52191, 
Sept. 30, 1998] 

§ 133.70 Personal lifesaving appli-
ances. 

(a) Lifebuoys. Each OSV must carry 
lifebuoys approved under approval se-
ries 160.150 or 160.050 as follows: 

(1) Number. The number of lifebuoys 
carried must be as prescribed in table 
133.70 of this section. 

TABLE 133.70 

Length of vessel in meters 
(feet) 

Minimum number of 
ring lifebuoys 

Ocean 
service 

Coast-
wise 

service 

Under 30 (98) .................................... 8 3 
30 (98) and under 60 (196) ............... 8 4 
60 (196) and under 100 (328) ........... 8 6 
100 (328) and over ............................ 12 12 

(2) Stowage. Lifebuoys must be 
stowed as follows: 
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