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NOTE: Compliance with the labeling re-
quirements of this section does not relieve 
the manufacturer of the responsibility of 
complying with the label requirements of 15 
U.S.C. 1263, the Federal Hazardous Sub-
stances Act. 

§ 160.024–7 Procedure for approval. 
(a) Signals are approved by the Coast 

Guard under the procedures in subpart 
159.005 of this chapter. 

(b) [Reserved] 

Subpart 160.026—Water, Emer-
gency Drinking (In Hermeti-
cally Sealed Containers), for 
Merchant Vessels 

§ 160.026–1 Applicable specifications 
and standard. 

(a) General. The following specifica-
tions and standard, of the issue in ef-
fect on the date emergency drinking 
water is packed, form a part of this 
subpart: 

(1) Military specifications: 

MIL-L-7178—Lacquer; cellulose nitrate, gloss 
for aircraft use. 

MIL-E-15090—Enamel, equipment, light-gray 
(Formula No. 111). 

MIL-W-15117—Water, drinking, canned, 
emergency. 

(2) U.S. Public Health Service: 

Drinking Water Standards (Publication No. 
956). 

(b) Copies on file. Copies of the speci-
fications referred to in this section 
shall be kept on file by the packer, to-
gether with the approved plans and cer-
tificate of approval issued by the Coast 
Guard. The military specifications may 
be obtained from the Commanding Offi-
cer, Naval Supply Depot, 5801 Tabor 
Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., 19120. The 
‘‘Drinking Water Standards’’ may be 
obtained from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Public 
Health Service, Washington, DC, 20201. 

[CGFR 65–9, 30 FR 11466, Sept. 8, 1965, as 
amended by CGD 84–064, 49 FR 34004, Aug. 28, 
1984] 

§ 160.026–2 Type. 
(a) Emergency drinking water for 

lifeboats and life rafts and its hermeti-
cally sealed container shall be as speci-
fied herein, but alternate containers 
will be given special consideration. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[CGFR 53–25, 18 FR 7865, Dec. 5, 1953] 

§ 160.026–3 Container. 
(a) General. The emergency drinking 

water container shall be a sanitary 
type can, approximately 211⁄16 in diame-
ter by 47⁄8″ in height. The top and bot-
tom of the can shall be double-seamed 
and compound-lined. The side seam 
shall be of a locked type, soldered on 
the outside. The can shall be made of 
1.25-pound coating coke tin-plate 
throughout, with not less than 100- 
pound plate for the body and 85-pound 
plate for the ends. 

(b) Interior and exterior coatings. The 
interior of the container shall be 
uncoated, except for the tin-plating re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section. 
In addition to the tin-plating, the exte-
rior surfaces of the container, includ-
ing the ends, but excluding the side 
seam, shall be lithographed a gray 
enamel conforming to Type I or II, 
Class 2 of Specification MIL-E-15090, 
with the marking as provided by 
§ 160.026–5 lithographed in black print. 
After filling, sealing, autoclaving, and 
marking, the container shall be dip- 
coated with one coat of clear base lac-
quer conforming to Specification MIL- 
L-7178. 

(c) Plant sanitation, sterilizing and fill-
ing. The plant and equipment in which 
the water is canned shall be main-
tained in a clean and sanitary condi-
tion at all times, and standard aseptic 
procedures shall be followed through-
out in filling the cans. The container 
shall be free from all foreign materials, 
and shall be filled with approximately 
102⁄3 oz. of water meeting the require-
ments of § 160.026–4. After filling, it 
shall be hermetically sealed under vac-
uum, and after sealing, it shall be 
autoclaved at a temperature of not less 
than 250 °F. for not less than 15 min-
utes. 

[CGFR 53–25, 18 FR 7865, Dec. 5, 1953] 

§ 160.026–4 Water. 
(a) Only water meeting the U.S. Pub-

lic Health Service ‘‘Drinking Water 
Standards’’ which has been suitably in-
hibited to protect the container 
against corrosion shall be used. After 
treatment and packing the water shall 
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be free from organic matter, sediment 
and odor. It shall have a pH between 7.0 
and 9.0 as determined by means of a 
standard pH meter using glass elec-
trodes. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[CGFR 65–9, 30 FR 11466, Sept. 8, 1965] 

§ 160.026–5 Marking. 
(a) General. The month and year of 

packing and the lot number shall be 
embossed on the top of the container. 
The container shall also be 
lithographed on one side in accordance 
with § 160.026–3(b) with the following: 

‘‘U. S. Coast Guard 

Approval No. ll’’ 

(Not less than 3⁄22″ in height) 

‘‘Contents 

Approx. 102⁄3 oz.’’ 

(Not less than 3⁄32″ in height) 

‘‘EMERGENCY 

DRINKING 

WATER’’ 

(Not less than 2⁄3″ in height) 

(Name and address of packer) 

(Not less than 1⁄8″ in height) 

(b) Other marking. In addition to any 
other marking placed on the smallest 
packing carton or box in which emer-
gency drinking water containers are 
placed prior to shipment, each carton 
or box shall be plainly and perma-
nently marked with the name and ad-
dress of the packer, the month and 
year of packing, and the lot number. 

[CGFR 53–25, 18 FR 7865, Dec. 5, 1953] 

§ 160.026–6 Sampling, inspection, and 
tests of production lots. 

(a) General. Containers of emergency 
drinking water must be tested in ac-

cordance with the provisions of this 
section by an independent laboratory 
accepted by the Coast Guard under 46 
CFR 159.010. 

(b) Lots. For purposes of sampling the 
production of approved emergency 
drinking water for lifeboats and life 
rafts, a lot shall consist of all cans of 
water to be offered for inspection at 
one time. Lots shall be numbered seri-
ally by the packer, and a new lot shall 
be started with any change or modi-
fication in materials or production 
methods. 

(c) Visual inspection of containers. The 
independent laboratory inspector shall 
select at random from each lot the 
number of sample filled containers in-
dicated in table 160.026–6(c), which shall 
be examined visually for compliance 
with the requirements of this subpart. 
If the number of defective cans exceeds 
the acceptance number shown in the 
table for the samples selected, the lot 
shall be rejected. 

TABLE 160.026–6(c)—SAMPLING FOR VISUAL 
INSPECTION OF CONTAINERS 

Lot size 
No. of 
cans in 
sample 

Acceptance 
number 

800 and under ........................... 35 0 
801 to 1,300 .............................. 50 1 
1,301 to 3,200 ........................... 75 2 
3,201 to 8,000 ........................... 110 3 
8,001 and over .......................... 150 4 

(d) Laboratory tests of containers and 
water. The manufacturer shall select at 
random from each lot the number of 
sets of 11 filled sample containers indi-
cated in Table 160.026–6(d1), which shall 
be forwarded to an independent labora-
tory accepted by the Coast Guard 
under 46 CFR 159.010. The independent 
laboratory shall perform the tests out-
lined in Table 160.026–6(d2). If any sam-
ple is found to be non-conforming in 
any of these tests, the lot shall be re-
jected. 

TABLE 160.026–6(d1)—SAMPLING FOR LABORATORY TESTS 

Lot size Number of sets of samples to be selected 

3,200 and under ................................................................................ 1 set of 11 containers each. 
3,201 and over .................................................................................. 2 sets of 11 containers each. 
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TABLE 160.026–6(d)(2)—DESCRIPTION OF LABORATORY TESTS 

Number of containers per set of samples 
to be tested Type of test Reference specification for test proce-

dure to be followed 

2 ................................................................ Internal corrosion and vacuum ................ MIL-W-15117. 
9 ................................................................ Bacteriological limits and salt content ..... MIL-W-15117 and U.S. Public Health 

‘‘Drinking Water Standards.’’ 

(e) Lot acceptance. When the inde-
pendent laboratory is satisfied that the 
emergency drinking water meets the 
requirements of this subpart, the lot 
shall be accepted. When permitted by 
the independent laboratory, rejected 
lots may be resubmitted for official in-
spection, provided all containers in the 
lot have been reworked by the packer, 
and all defective units removed. Emer-
gency drinking water from rejected 
lots may not, unless subsequently ac-
cepted, be sold or offered for sale under 
representation as being in compliance 
with this subpart or as being approved 
for use on merchant vessels. 

[CGFR 53–25, 18 FR 7865, Dec. 5, 1953, as 
amended by CGFR 65–9, 30 FR 11466, Sept. 8, 
1965; CGD 75–186, 41 FR 10437, Mar. 11, 1976; 
CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51211, Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 160.026–7 Procedure for approval. 
(a) General. Emergency drinking 

water for lifeboats and liferafts on mer-
chant vessels is approved only by the 
Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard. 

(b) Pre-approval samples and plans. 
Packers who desire to pack approved 
emergency drinking water shall have 
the required tests in accordance with 
§ 160.026–5 performed by an independent 
laboratory accepted by the Coast 
Guard under 46 CFR 159.010. A copy of 
the independent laboratory’s report 

will be forwarded to the Commandant 
for examination, and, if satisfactory, 
an official approval number will be as-
signed to the manufacturer for the 
emergency drinking water. 

[CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51211, Sept. 30, 1997] 

Subpart 160.027—Life Floats for 
Merchant Vessels 

SOURCE: CGD 79–167, 47 FR 41376, Sept. 20, 
1982, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.027–2 Type. 

(a) Each life float must meet the re-
quirements in subpart 160.010 of this 
chapter for a peripheral body type 
buoyant apparatus designed so that 
persons supported are only partially 
immersed (180 N (40 lb.) of buoyancy 
per person required). 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 160.027–3 Additional requirements 
for life floats. 

(a) Each life float must have a plat-
form designed to drop through the cen-
ter of the float, whichever way the life 
float is floating. A typical arrangement 
is shown in Figure 160.027–3(a). 

(b) The platform must meet the re-
quirements of one of the following 
paragraphs: 
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