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(b) A method of marking that is dif-
ferent from the requirements of para-
graph (a) of this section may be given 
consideration by the Coast Guard. 

[CGD 72–163R, 38 FR 8120, Mar. 28, 1973, as 
amended by CGD 75–186, 41 FR 10437, Mar. 11, 
1976; CGD 75–008, 43 FR 9771, Mar. 9, 1978; 43 
FR 10913, Mar. 16, 1978; CGD 92–045, 58 FR 
41608, Aug. 4, 1993; CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51214, 
Sept. 30, 1997] 

§ 160.050–7 Procedure for approval. 
(a) General. Designs of ring life buoys 

are approved only by the Commandant, 
U.S. Coast Guard. Manufacturers seek-
ing approval of a ring life buoy design 
shall follow the procedures of this sec-
tion and subpart 159.005 of this chapter. 

(b) Each application for approval of a 
ring life buoy must contain the infor-
mation specified in § 159.005–5 of this 
chapter. The application and, except as 
provided in paragraphs (c) and (d)(2) of 
this section, a prototype ring life buoy 
must be submitted to the Commandant 
for preapproval review. If a similar de-
sign has already been approved, the 
Commandant may waive the 
preapproval review under §§ 159.005–5 
and 159.005–7 of this chapter. 

(c) If the ring life buoy is of a stand-
ard design, the application: 

(1) Must include the following: A 
statement of any exceptions to the 
standard plans and specifications, in-
cluding drawings, product description, 
construction specifications, and/or bill 
of materials. 

(2) Need not include: The information 
specified in § 159.005–5(a)(2). 

(d) If the ring life buoy is of a non- 
standard design, the application must 
include the following: 

(1) Plans and specifications con-
taining the information required by 
§ 159.005–12 of this chapter, including 
drawings, product description, con-
struction specifications, and bill of ma-
terials. 

(2) The information specified in 
§ 159.005–5(a)(2) (i) through (iii) of this 
chapter, except that, if preapproval re-
view has been waived, the manufac-
turer is not required to send a proto-
type ring life buoy sample to the Com-
mandant. 

(3) Performance testing results of the 
design performed by an independent 
laboratory that has a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Coast Guard 
under § 159.010–7 of this subchapter cov-
ering the in-water testing of personal 
flotation devices showing equivalence 
to the standard design’s performance in 
all material respects. 

(4) Buoyancy and other relevant tol-
erances to be complied with during pro-
duction. 

(5) The text of any optional marking 
to be included on the ring life buoy in 
addition to the markings required by 
the applicable approval subpart. 

(6) For any conditionally approved 
ring life buoy, the intended approval 
condition(s). 

(e) The description of quality control 
procedures required by § 159.005–9 of 
this chapter may be omitted if the 
manufacturer’s planned quality control 
procedures meet the requirements of 
those accepted by the Commandant for 
the independent laboratory performing 
production inspections and tests. 

(f) Waiver of tests. A manufacturer 
may request that the Commandant 
waive any test prescribed for approval 
under the applicable subpart. To re-
quest a waiver, the manufacturer must 
submit to the Commandant and the 
laboratory described in § 159.010, one of 
the following: 

(1) Satisfactory test results on a ring 
life buoy of sufficiently similar design 
as determined by the Commandant. 

(2) Engineering analysis dem-
onstrating that the test for which a 
waiver is requested is not appropriate 
for the particular design submitted for 
approval or that, because of its design 
or construction, it is not possible for 
the ring life buoy to fail that test. 

[CGD 95–028, 62 FR 51214, Sept. 30, 1997] 

Subpart 160.051—Inflatable 
Liferafts for Domestic Service 

SOURCE: CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25546, May 9, 
1997, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.051–1 Scope. 
(a) This subpart prescribes require-

ments for approval by the Coast Guard 
of A, B, and Coastal Service inflatable 
liferafts for use only in domestic serv-
ice. These liferafts must comply with 
all of the requirements for SOLAS A 
and SOLAS B liferafts in subpart 
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160.151 except as specified in this sub-
part. 

(b) This subpart does not apply to 
any A, B, and Coastal Service inflat-
able liferaft for use only in domestic 
service that has been approved by the 
Coast Guard before November 10, 2011, 
so long as the liferaft satisfies the an-
nual servicing requirements set forth 
in 46 CFR 160.151–57. 

[USCG–2010–0048, 76 FR 62975, Oct. 11, 2011, as 
amended by 76 FR 70062, Nov. 10, 2011] 

§ 160.051–3 Definitions. 
In this subpart, the term: 
A or B liferaft means an inflatable 

liferaft that meets the requirements 
prescribed in subpart 160.151 for a 
SOLAS A or SOLAS B liferaft, respec-
tively, except that the capacity is less 
than 6 persons and the liferaft cannot 
contain SOLAS markings. 

Coastal Service liferaft means a liferaft 
that does not meet the all of the re-
quirements prescribed in subpart 
160.151 for a SOLAS A or SOLAS B life-
raft, but that instead meets the re-
quirements of this subpart and is ap-
proved for use on certain uninspected 
vessels under subchapter C of this 
chapter. 

Commandant means the Commandant 
(CG–ENG–4), U.S. Coast Guard, 2100 2nd 
Street, SW., Stop 7126, Washington, DC 
20593–7126. 

[CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25546, May 9, 1997, as 
amended by USCG–2010–0048, 76 FR 62975, Oct. 
11, 2011] 

§ 160.051–5 Incorporation by reference. 
(a) Certain material is incorporated 

by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal 
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51. To enforce any edition 
other than that specified in this sec-
tion, the Coast Guard must publish no-
tice of change in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and the material must be avail-
able to the public. All approved mate-
rial is available for inspection at Com-
mandant (CG–ENG–4), U.S. Coast 
Guard, 2100 2nd Street, SW.,Stop 7126, 
Washington, DC 20593–7126. You may 
also inspect this material at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (NARA). For information on 
the availability of this material at 

NARA, call 202–741–6030 or go to http:// 
www.archives.gov/federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. You may obtain cop-
ies of the material from the sources 
specified in the following paragraphs. 

(b) International Maritime Organiza-
tion (IMO) Publications Section, 4 Al-
bert Embankment, London SE1 7SR, 
United Kingdom, +44 (0)20 7735 7611, 
http://www.imo.org/. 

(1) Life-Saving Appliances, including 
LSA Code, 2010 Edition, (2010), pages 7– 
71 (‘‘IMO LSA Code’’), IBR approved for 
§§ 160.051–7 and 160.051–9. 

(2) Life-Saving Appliances, including 
LSA Code, 2010 Edition, (2010), Revised 
recommendation on testing of live-sav-
ing appliances, pages 79–254 (‘‘IMO Re-
vised recommendation on testing’’), 
IBR approved for §§ 160.051–7 and 
160.051–11. 

[USCG–2010–0048, 76 FR 62975, Oct. 11, 2011] 

§ 160.051–7 Design and performance of 
Coastal Service inflatable liferafts. 

To obtain Coast Guard approval, each 
Coastal Service inflatable liferaft must 
comply with subpart 160.151, with the 
following exceptions: 

(a) Canopy requirements (IMO LSA 
Code chapter IV/4.1.1.5, (incorporated by 
reference, see § 160.051–5 of this subpart)). 
The canopy may— 

(1) Be of a type that is furled when 
the liferaft inflates and that can be set 
in place by the occupants. A furled can-
opy must be secured to the buoyancy 
tubes over 50 percent or more of the 
liferaft’s circumference; 

(2) Be of an uninsulated, single-ply 
design; and 

(3) Have an interior of any color. 
(b) Viewing port (IMO LSA Code, chap-

ter IV/4.1.1.5.5). The liferaft need not 
have the viewing port. 

(c) Rainwater collection (IMO LSA 
Code, chapter IV/4.1.1.5.6). The liferaft 
need not have the means of rainwater 
collection. 

(d) Capacity (IMO LSA Code, chapter 
IV/4.1.2.1). The carrying capacity must 
be not less than four persons. 

(e) Floor insulation (IMO LSA Code, 
chapter IV/4.2.2.2). The floor may be 
uninsulated. 

(f) Boarding ramps (IMO LSA Code, 
chapter IV/4.2.4.1). The liferaft need be 
provided with boarding ramps only if 
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the combined cross-section diameter of 
the buoyancy chambers is greater than 
500 mm (19.5 in). 

(g) Stability (IMO LSA Code, chapter 
IV/4.2.5). Each Coastal Service inflat-
able liferaft must either meet the sta-
bility criteria in § 160.151–17(a) or be 
fitted with water-containing stability 
pockets meeting the following require-
ments: 

(1) The total volume of the pockets 
must be not less than 25 percent of the 
minimum required volume of the prin-
cipal buoyancy compartments of the 
liferaft. 

(2) The pockets must be securely at-
tached and evenly distributed around 
the periphery of the exterior bottom of 
the liferaft. They may be omitted at 
the locations of inflation cylinders. 

(3) The pockets must be designed to 
deploy underwater when the liferaft in-
flates. If weights are used for this pur-
pose, they must be of corrosion-resist-
ant material. 

(h) Lamp (IMO LSA Code, chapter IV/ 
4.1.3.4). The liferaft need not have the 
manually controlled interior lamp. 

(i) Markings (IMO LSA Code, chapter 
IV/4.2.3.6). The words ‘‘COASTAL 
SERVICE’’ must appear on the con-
tainer, and the type of equipment pack 
must be identified as ‘‘Coastal Serv-
ice’’. No ‘‘SOLAS’’ markings may ap-
pear on the container. 

(j) Drop test. The drop test required 
under paragraph 1/5.1 of IMO Revised 
recommendation on testing (incor-
porated by reference, see § 160.051–5 of 
this subpart) and 160.151–27(a) may be 
from a lesser height, if that height is 
the maximum height of stowage 
marked on the container. 

(k) Loading and seating test. For the 
loading and seating test required under 
paragraph 1/5.7 of IMO Revised rec-
ommendation on testing and § 160.151– 
27(a), the loaded freeboard of the life-
raft must be not less than 200 mm (8 
in.). 

(l) Cold-inflation test. The cold-infla-
tion test required under paragraph 1/ 
5.17.3.3.2 of IMO Revised recommenda-
tion on testing and § 160.151–27(a) must 
be conducted at a test temperature of 
¥18 °C (0 °F). 

[CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25546, May 9, 1997. Redes-
ignated and amended by USCG–2010–0048, 76 
FR 62975, Oct. 11, 2011] 

§ 160.051–9 Design and performance of 
A and B inflatable liferafts. 

To obtain Coast Guard approval, each 
A and B inflatable liferaft must comply 
with the requirements in subpart 
160.151, with the following exceptions: 

(a) Capacity (IMO LSA Code chapter 
IV/4.1.2.1). The carrying capacity must 
be not less than four persons. 

(b) Markings (IMO LSA Code, chapter 
IV/4.2.6.3). The type of equipment pack 
must be identified as ‘‘A’’ or ‘‘B’’, re-
spectively, instead of ‘‘SOLAS A’’ or 
‘‘SOLAS B’’. No ‘‘SOLAS’’ markings 
may appear on the container. 

[CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25546, May 9, 1997. Redes-
ignated and amended by USCG–2010–0048, 76 
FR 62975, 62976, Oct. 11, 2011] 

§ 160.051–11 Equipment required for 
Coastal Service inflatable liferafts. 

In lieu of the equipment specified in 
§ 160.151–21, the following equipment 
must be provided with a Coastal Serv-
ice inflatable liferaft: 

(a) Rescue quoit and heaving line. One 
rescue quoit and a heaving line as de-
scribed in § 160.151–21(a). 

(b) Knife. One knife, of a type de-
signed to minimize the chance of dam-
age to the inflatable liferaft and se-
cured with a lanyard. 

(c) Bailer. One bailer as described in 
§ 160.151–21(c). 

(d) Sponge. One sponge as described in 
§ 160.151–21(d). 

(e) Sea anchor. One sea anchor as de-
scribed in § 160.151–21(e). 

(f) Paddles. Two paddles of the same 
size and type as used to pass the ma-
neuverability test in paragraph 1/5.10 of 
IMO Revised recommendation on test-
ing (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 160.051–5 of this subpart). 

(g) Whistle. One whistle as described 
in § 160.151–21(i) of this part. 

(h) Flashlight. One flashlight with 
spare batteries as described in § 160.151– 
21(m). 

(i) Signalling mirror. One signalling 
mirror as described in § 160.151–21(o). 

(j) Survival instructions. Instructions 
on how to survive as described in 
§ 160.151–21(v). 

(k) Instructions for immediate action. 
Instructions for immediate action as 
described in § 160.151–21(w). 
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(l) Repair outfit. One set of sealing 
clamps or plugs as described in 
§ 160.151–21(y)(1). 

(m) Pump or bellows. One pump or bel-
lows as described in § 160.151–21(z). 

(n) Plugs for pressure-relief valves. 
Plugs for pressure-relief valves as de-
scribed in § 160.151–21(aa). 

[CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25546, May 9, 1997. Redes-
ignated and amended by USCG–2010–0048, 76 
FR 62975, 62976, Oct. 11, 2011] 

Subpart 160.052—Specification for 
a Buoyant Vest, Unicellular 
Plastic Foam, Adult and 
Child 

§ 160.052–1 Incorporation by reference. 
(a) Specifications and Standards. This 

subpart makes reference to the fol-
lowing documents. 

(1) [Reserved] 
(2) Military specification: 

MIL-W-530F—Webbing, Textile, Cotton, Gen-
eral Purpose, Natural and in Colors. 

(3) Federal Standards: 

No. 191—Textile Test Methods. 
No. 751A—Stitches, Seams, and Stitching. 

(4) Coast Guard specifications: 

160.055—Life Preservers, Unicellular Plastic 
Foam, Adult and Child. 

164.015—Plastic Foam, Unicellular, Buoyant 
Sheet and Molded Shapes. 

(b) Plans. The following plans, of the 
issue in effect on the date buoyant 
vests are manufactured, form a part of 
this subpart: 

Dwg. No. 160.052–1: 
Sheet 1—Cutting Pattern and General Ar-

rangement, Model AP. 
Sheet 2—Cutting Pattern and General Ar-

rangement, Model CPM. 
Sheet 3—Cutting Pattern and General Ar-

rangement, Model CPS. 
Sheet 4—Insert Patterns. 

(c) Copies on file. The manufacturer 
shall keep a copy of each specification 
and plan required by this section on 
file together with the certificate of ap-
proval. Plans and specifications may be 
obtained as follows: 

(1) The Coast Guard plans and speci-
fications may be obtained upon request 
from the Commandant (CG–ENG), U.S. 
Coast Guard, 2100 2nd St., SW., Stop 
7126, Washington, DC 20593–7126, or a 

recognized laboratory listed in 
§ 160.052–8b. 

(2) The Federal Specifications and 
Standards may be purchased from the 
Business Service Center, General Serv-
ices Administration, Washington, DC 
20407. 

(3) The military specification may be 
obtained from the Commanding Offi-
cer, Naval Supply Depot, 5801 Tabor 
Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19120. 

[CGFR 65–37, 30 FR 11588, Sept. 10, 1965, as 
amended by CGD 72–90R, 37 FR 10837, May 31, 
1972; CGD 72–163R, 38 FR 8120, Mar. 28, 1973; 
CGD 78–012, 43 FR 27153, 27154, June 22, 1978; 
CGD 82–063b, 48 FR 4782, Feb. 3, 1983; CGD 88– 
070, 53 FR 34536, Sept. 7, 1988; CGD 95–072, 60 
FR 50467, Sept. 29, 1995; CGD 96–041, 61 FR 
50733, Sept. 27, 1996; USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 
49237, Sept. 25, 2009] 

§ 160.052–2 Size and model. 

(a) A standard buoyant vest is manu-
factured in accordance with a plan 
specified in § 160.052–1(b) and is a: 

(1) Model AP, adult (for persons over 
90 pounds); 

(2) Model CPM, child, medium (for 
persons weighing from 50 to 90 pounds); 
or 

(3) Model CPS, child, small (for per-
sons weighing less than 50 pounds). 

(b) A nonstandard buoyant vest is: 
(1) Manufactured in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s approved plan; 
(2) Equivalent in performance to the 

standard buoyant vest; and 
(3) Assigned a model designation by 

the manufacturer for the following 
sizes: 

(i) Adult (for persons weighing over 
90 pounds); 

(ii) Child, medium (for persons weigh-
ing from 50 to 90 pounds); 

(iii) Child, small (for persons weigh-
ing less than 50 pounds). 

[CGD 72–163R, 38 FR 8120, Mar. 28, 1973] 

§ 160.052–3 Materials—standard vests. 
(a) General. All components used in 

the construction of buoyant vests must 
meet the applicable requirements of 
subpart 164.019 of this chapter. The re-
quirements for materials specified in 
this section are minimum require-
ments, and consideration will be given 
to the use of alternate materials in lieu 
of those specified. Detailed technical 
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