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manufacturer shall be responsible for 
compliance of the life preservers with 
the requirements of this subpart. 

[CGFR 66–73, 32 FR 5500, Apr. 4, 1967, as 
amended by CGD 163R, 38 FR 8121, Mar. 28, 
1973; CGD 78–012, 43 FR 27154, June 22, 1978; 
CGD 88–070, 53 FR 34536, Sept. 7, 1988; CGD 95– 
028, 62 FR 51215, Sept. 30, 1997] 

Subpart 160.056—Rescue Boat 

SOURCE: CGFR 61–15, 26 FR 9300, Sept. 30, 
1961, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.056–1 General requirements. 
(a) Rescue boats accepted and in use 

prior to the effective date of this sub-
part may be continued in service if in 
satisfactory condition. 

(b) All rescue boats must be properly 
constructed, of such form as to be read-
ily maneuverable, and be of the open 
rowboat type. They shall be suitable 
for use of three persons. 

(c) Rescue boats shall be constructed 
of materials acceptable to the Officer 
in Charge, Marine Inspection, having 
jurisdiction of construction. 

§ 160.056–2 Construction. 
(a) General. Rescue boats shall be 

square-sterned, of normal proportions, 
not less than 11 feet nor more than 14 
feet in length. The length shall be the 
overall horizontal distance from bow to 
stern. 

(b) Construction. The method of con-
struction shall be such as is accepted 
as good engineering practice in the 
case of the specific material used. The 
hull shall be suitably stiffened to as-
sure adequate strength. 

(c) Weight. The weight of the rescue 
boat, fully equipped, shall not exceed 
225 pounds. 

(d) Seats. The rescue boat shall be 
fitted with three thwarts. The middle 
thwart shall be arranged as the rowing 
seat. 

(e) Internal buoyancy. Buoyant mate-
rial of suitable unicellular plastic foam 
shall be installed in the rescue boat. 
This material shall be protected from 
mechanical damage. It shall be distrib-
uted uniformly in the boat and such 
that at least one-quarter of the re-
quired volume is located at the sides of 
the boat. The minimum amount of 

buoyant material, in cubic feet, shall 
be determined by the following: 

B = 2 + (W ¥ W ÷ d) ÷ 62.4 ¥ c (1) 

Where: 

B = Volume of buoyant material required in 
cubic feet. 

W = Weight of equipped boat, in pounds. 
d = Specific gravity of hull material. 
c = Density of buoyant material, in pounds 

per cubic foot. 

§ 160.056–3 Fittings and equipment. 
(a) Fittings. (1) The rescue boat shall 

be fitted with one pair of rowlock sock-
ets. Detachable rowlocks shall be per-
manently attached to the boat by 
chain or other suitable means. 

(2) At least one eyebolt, ring, or 
other fitting suitable for attaching a 
painter shall be fitted to the bow and 
stern. 

(b) Equipment. (1) The rescue boat 
shall be provided with one pair of oars 
of suitable size and material. 

(2) A painter shall be attached to the 
bow and to the stern fittings. Each 
shall be of suitable material, at least 
3⁄8-inch in diameter, and at least 30 feet 
long. 

§ 160.056–4 Approval tests of prototype 
rescue boat. 

(a) Drop test. The rescue boat, fully 
equipped, shall be dropped, in a free 
fall, from a ten-foot height into water. 
No damage which would render the res-
cue boat unserviceable shall result 
from this drop. 

(b) Stability and freeboard test. The 
rescue boat shall have sufficient sta-
bility and freeboard so that the gun-
wale on the low side shall not be sub-
merged with 350 pounds placed nine 
inches from the side in way of and 
about the level of the middle thwart. 

(c) Rescue boarding test. With one man 
in the rowing position, a second kneel-
ing on the stern thwart facing aft, and 
a third man balanced on the transom, 
the minimum freeboard of the transom 
shall be five inches. The men should 
average 165 pounds each. This test sim-
ulates the rescue of a person over the 
transom by a two-man boat crew. 

(d) Rowing test. Three men, averaging 
165 pounds each, shall be seated on the 
centerline of the boat, one on each 
thwart. One man, in the rowing posi-
tion, using ordinary rowing technique, 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:44 Nov 28, 2012 Jkt 226201 PO 00000 Frm 00142 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\226201.XXX 226201pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



133 

Coast Guard, DHS § 160.057–1 

shall demonstrate the satisfactory 
course keeping and maneuvering char-
acteristics of the boat in the ahead and 
astern directions. 

§ 160.056–6 Name plate. 

(a) Each rescue boat shall have per-
manently fitted at the transom a metal 
name plate, galvanically compatible 
with the hull material, and bearing in-
formation relating to the testing and 
approval of the prototype boat. Either 
raised or indented letters shall be used. 

(b) The following information shall 
appear on the name plate: 

RESCUEBOAT 

U.S.C.G. Specification 160.056 
Prototype approved lllllllllllll

(Date)
Approved by OCMI lllllllllllll

(Port)
Date of manufacture llllllllllll

(Date)
Manufacturer’s serial No. llllllllll

Manufacturer’s name and address lllll

§ 160.056–7 Procedure for approval. 
(a) The manufacturer shall submit a 

request for approval to the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection, having ju-
risdiction of the place of manufacture 
of the rescue boat. 

(b) Formal plans will not be required. 
However, a combined general arrange-
ment and construction plan is required, 
which includes principal dimensions, 
and descriptive data of hull material, 
buoyant material, and equipment. 

(c) When plans and data are satisfac-
tory, the Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, will assign a marine inspector 
to conduct the tests required by 
§ 160.056–4. 

(d) Upon successful completion of the 
test, the inspector shall submit a writ-
ten report to the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection. A copy of this report, 
with plans and photographs, shall be 
forwarded to the Commandant for 
record purposes. The date of approval 
and the marine inspector’s initials 
shall be indicated in this report. 

(e) The Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, shall issue a letter to the 
manufacturer indicating that approval 
of the rescue boat has been granted, 
and will include any conditions im-
posed. A copy of this approval letter 

shall be forwarded to the District Com-
mander and to the Commandant. 

(f) If a rescue boat is required on 
short notice, a boat may be approved 
on an individual basis: Provided, That 
the requirements in this subpart are 
met to the satisfaction of the Officer in 
Charge Marine Inspection. Sketches of 
the boat showing alterations may be 
submitted in lieu of the manufacturer’s 
general arrangement and construction 
plan. Under these circumstances, the 
letter indicating that approval of the 
rescue boat has been granted shall be 
issued to the vessel using the boat. 

[CGFR 61–15, 26 FR 9300, Sept. 30, 1961, as 
amended by CGFR 65–9, 30 FR 11480, Sept. 8, 
1965] 

Subpart 160.057—Floating Orange 
Smoke Distress Signals (15 
Minutes) 

SOURCE: CGD 76–048a and 76–048b, 44 FR 
73091, Dec. 17, 1979, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.057–1 Incorporation by reference. 

(a) The following are incorporated by 
reference into this subpart: 

(1) ‘‘The Color Names Dictionary’’ in 
Color: Universal Language and Dic-
tionary of Names, National Bureau of 
Standards Special Publication 440, De-
cember 1976. 

(2) ‘‘Development of a Laboratory 
Test for Evaluation of the Effective-
ness of Smoke Signals,’’ National Bu-
reau of Standards Report 4792, July 
1956. 

(b) NBS Special Publication 440 may 
be obtained by ordering from the Su-
perintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, 
DC 20402 (Order by SD Catalog No. 
C13.10:440). 

(c) NBS Report 4792 may be obtained 
from the Commandant (CG–ENG), U.S. 
Coast Guard, 2100 2nd St., SW., Stop 
7126, Washington, DC 20593–7126. 

(d) Approval to incorporate by ref-
erence the materials listed in this sec-
tion was obtained from the Director of 
the Federal Register on November 1 
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