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with other information requested on
Page 4 of Form 308.

[44 FR 38497, July 2, 1979, as amended at 58
FR 51250, Oct. 1, 1993]

§73.3549 Requests for extension of
time to operate without required
monitors, indicating instruments,
and EAS encoders and decoders.

Requests for extension of authority
to operate without required monitors,
transmission system indicating instru-
ments, or encoders and decoders for
monitoring and generating the EAS
codes and Attention Signal should be
made to the FCC in Washington, DC,
Attention: Audio Division (radio) or
Video Division (television), Media Bu-
reau. Such requests must contain in-
formation as to when and what steps
were taken to repair or replace the de-
fective equipment and a brief descrip-
tion of the alternative procedures
being used while the equipment is out
of service.

[67 FR 13233, Mar. 21, 2002]

§73.3550 Requests for new or modified
call sign assignments.

(a) All requests for new or modified
call sign assignments for radio and tel-
evision broadcast stations shall be
made via the FCC’s on-line call sign
reservation and authorization system
accessible through the Internet’s World
Wide Web by specifying htip:/
www.fcc.gov. Licensees and permittees
may utilize this on-line system to de-
termine the availability and licensing
status of any call sign; to select an ini-
tial call sign for a new station; to
change a station’s currently assigned
call sign; to modify an existing call
sign by adding or deleting an ‘‘-FM’’ or
“-TV” suffix; to exchange call signs
with another licensee or permittee in
the same service; or to reserve a dif-
ferent call sign for a station being
transferred or assigned.

(b) No request for an initial call sign
assignment will be accepted from a
permittee for a new radio or full-serv-
ice television station until the FCC has
granted a construction permit. Each
such permittee shall request the as-
signment of its station’s initial call
sign expeditiously following the grant
of its construction permit. All initial
construction permits for low power TV
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stations will be issued with a five-char-
acter low power TV call sign, in ac-
cordance with §74.783(d) of this chap-
ter.

(c) Following the filing of a transfer
or assignment application, the pro-
posed assignee/transferee may request
a new call sign for the station whose li-
cense or construction permit is being
transferred or assigned. No change in
call sign assignment will be effective
until such transfer or assignment ap-
plication is granted by the FCC and no-
tification of consummation of the
transaction is received by the FCC.

(d) Where an application is granted
by the FCC for transfer or assignment
of the construction permit or license of
a station whose existing call sign con-
forms to that of a commonly-owned
station not part of the transaction, the
new licensee of the transferred or as-
signed station shall expeditiously re-
quest a different call sign, unless con-
sent to retain the conforming call sign
has been obtained from the primary
holder and from the licensee of any
other station that may be using such
conforming call sign.

(e) Call signs beginning with the let-
ter “K’ will not be assigned to stations
located east of the Mississippi River,
nor will call signs beginning with the
letter “W”’ be assigned to stations lo-
cated west of the Mississippi River.

(f) Only four-letter call signs (plus an
LP, FM, TV or CA suffix, if used) will
be assigned. The four letter call sign
for LPFM stations will be followed by
the suffix ““-LP.” However, subject to
the other provisions of this section, a
call sign of a station may be conformed
to a commonly owned station holding a
three-letter call assignment (plus FM,
TV, CA or LP suffixes, if used).

(g) Subject to the foregoing limita-
tions, applicants may request call signs
of their choice if the combination is
available. Objections to the assignment
of requested call signs will not be en-
tertained at the FCC. However, this
does not hamper any party from assert-
ing such rights as it may have under
private law in some other forum.
Should it be determined by an appro-
priate forum that a station should not
utilize a particular call sign, the initial
assignment of a call sign will not serve
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as a bar to the making of a different
assignment.

(h) Stations in different broadcast
services (or operating jointly in the
535-1605 kHz band and in the 1605-1705
kHz band) which are under common
control may request that their call
signs be conformed by the assignment
of the same basic call sign if that call
sign is not being used by a non-com-
monly owned station. For the purposes
of this paragraph, 50% or greater com-
mon ownership shall constitute a
prima facie showing of common con-
trol.

(i) The provisions of this section
shall not apply to International broad-
cast stations or to stations authorized
under part 74 of this chapter (except as
provided in §74.783).

(j) A change in call sign assignment
will be made effective on the date spec-
ified in the postcard acknowledging the
assignment of the requested new call
sign and authorizing the change. Un-
less the requested change in call sign
assignment is subject to a pending
transfer or assignment application, the
requester is required to include in its
on-line call sign request a specific ef-
fective date to take place within 45
days of the submission of its electronic
call sign request. Postponement of the
effective date will be granted only in
response to a timely request and for
only the most compelling reasons.

(k) Four-letter combinations com-
mencing with “W” or “K’ which are
assigned as call signs to ships or to
other radio services are not available
for assignment to broadcast stations,

with or without the “-FM” or ‘“-TV”
suffix.
(1) Users of nonlicensed, low-power

devices operating under part 15 of this
chapter may use whatever identifica-
tion is currently desired, so long as
propriety is observed and no confusion
results with a station for which the
FCC issues a license.

(m) Where a requested call sign,
without the “-FM,” “-TV,” “-CA” or
“LP” suffix, would conform to the call
sign of any other non-commonly owned
station(s) operating in a different serv-
ice, an applicant utilizing the on-line
reservation and authorization system
will be required to certify that consent
to use the secondary call sign has been

§73.3555

obtained from the holder of the pri-
mary call sign.

[63 FR 71603, Dec. 29, 1998, as amended at 65
FR 30007, May 10, 2000]

§73.3555 Multiple ownership.

(a)(1) Local radio ownership rule. A
person or single entity (or entities
under common control) may have a
cognizable interest in licenses for AM
or FM radio broadcast stations in ac-
cordance with the following limits:

(i) In a radio market with 45 or more
full-power, commercial and non-
commercial radio stations, not more
than 8 commercial radio stations in
total and not more than 5 commercial
stations in the same service (AM or
FM);

(ii) In a radio market with between 30
and 44 (inclusive) full-power, commer-
cial and noncommercial radio stations,
not more than 7 commercial radio sta-
tions in total and not more than 4 com-
mercial stations in the same service
(AM or FM);

(iii) In a radio market with between
15 and 29 (inclusive) full-power, com-
mercial and noncommercial radio sta-
tions, not more than 6 commercial
radio stations in total and not more
than 4 commercial stations in the same
service (AM or FM); and

(iv) In a radio market with 14 or
fewer full-power, commercial and non-
commercial radio stations, not more
than 5 commercial radio stations in
total and not more than 3 commercial
stations in the same service (AM or
FM); provided, however, that no person
or single entity (or entities under com-
mon control) may have a cognizable in-
terest in more than 50% of the full-
power, commercial and noncommercial
radio stations in such market unless
the combination of stations comprises
not more than one AM and one FM sta-
tion.

(2) Overlap between two stations in
different services is permissible if nei-
ther of those two stations overlaps a
third station in the same service.

(b) Local television multiple ownership
rule. An entity may directly or indi-
rectly own, operate, or control two tel-
evision stations licensed in the same
Designated Market Area (DMA) (as de-
termined by Nielsen Media Research or
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