§ 80.1107
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(2) Only persons that comply with
the requirements of § 80.1074 may perform at-sea maintenance on radio installations required by this subpart.
(k) Satellite EPIRBs shall be tested
at intervals not exceeding 12 months
for all aspects of operational efficiency
with particular emphasis on frequency
stability, signal strength and coding.
The test may be conducted on board
the ship or at an approved testing or
servicing station.
[57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, as amended at 68
FR 46980, Aug. 7, 2003]

§ 80.1107 Test of radiotelephone station.
Unless the normal use of the required
radiotelephone station demonstrates
that the equipment is operating, a test
communication on a required or working frequency must be made each day
the ship is navigated. When this test is
performed by a person other than the
master and the equipment is found to
be defective, the master must be
promptly notified.
[76 FR 67617, Nov. 2, 2011]

OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR DISTRESS
AND SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS
§ 80.1109 Distress, urgency, and safety
communications.
(a) Distress traffic consists of all
messages relating to the immediate assistance required by the ship in distress, including search and rescue communications and on-scene communications. Distress traffic must as far as
possible be on the frequencies contained in § 80.1077.
(b) Urgency and safety communications include: navigational and meteorological warnings and urgent information; ship-to-ship safety navigation
communications; ship reporting communications; support communications
for search and rescue operations; other
urgency and safety messages and communications relating to the navigation, movements and needs of ships and
weather observation messages destined
for an official meteorological service.
(c) Intership navigation safety communications are those VHF radiotelephone communications conducted
between ships for the purpose of contributing to the safe movement of

ships. The frequency 156.650 MHz is
used for intership navigation safety
communications (see § 80.1077).
§ 80.1111

Distress alerting.

(a) The transmission of a distress
alert indicates that a mobile unit or
person is in distress and requires immediate assistance. The distress alert
is a digital selective call using a distress call format in bands used for terrestrial radiocommunication or a distress message format, which is relayed
through space stations.
(b) The distress alert must be sent
through a satellite either with absolute
priority in general communication
channels or on exclusive distress and
safety frequencies or, alternatively, on
the distress and safety frequencies in
the MF, HF, and VHF bands using digital selective calling.
(c) The distress alert must be sent
only on the authority of the person responsible for the ship, aircraft or other
vehicle carrying the mobile station or
the mobile earth station.
(d) All stations which receive a distress alert transmitted by digital selective calling must immediately cease
any transmission capable of interfering
with distress traffic and must continue
watch on the digital selective call distress calling channel until the call has
been acknowledged to determine if a
coast station acknowledges the call
using digital selective calling. Additionally, the station receiving the distress alert must set watch on the associated distress traffic frequency for
five minutes to determine if distress
traffic takes place. The ship can acknowledge the call using voice or
narrowband direct printing as appropriate on this channel to the ship or to
the rescue authority.
[57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, as amended at 68
FR 46980, Aug. 7, 2003]

§ 80.1113 Transmission of a distress
alert.
(a) The distress alert must identify
the station in distress and its position.
The distress alert may also contain information regarding the nature of the
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