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(ii) Nature and/or description of the 
action being approved. 

(iii) A description of the supplies or 
services required to meet the agency’s 
needs (including the estimated value). 

(iv) The authority and supporting ra-
tionale (see 8.405–6(a)(1)(i) and (b)(1)) 
and, if applicable, a demonstration of 
the proposed contractor’s unique quali-
fications to provide the required supply 
or service. 

(v) A determination by the ordering 
activity contracting officer that the 
order represents the best value con-
sistent with 8.404(d). 

(vi) A description of the market re-
search conducted among schedule hold-
ers and the results or a statement of 
the reason market research was not 
conducted. 

(vii) Any other facts supporting the 
justification. 

(viii) A statement of the actions, if 
any, the agency may take to remove or 
overcome any barriers that led to the 
restricted consideration before any 
subsequent acquisition for the supplies 
or services is made. 

(ix) The ordering activity con-
tracting officer’s certification that the 
justification is accurate and complete 
to the best of the contracting officer’s 
knowledge and belief. 

(x) Evidence that any supporting 
data that is the responsibility of tech-
nical or requirements personnel (e.g., 
verifying the Government’s minimum 
needs or requirements or other ration-
ale for limited sources) and which form 
a basis for the justification have been 
certified as complete and accurate by 
the technical or requirements per-
sonnel. 

(xi) For justifications under 8.405– 
6(a)(1), a written determination by the 
approving official identifying the cir-
cumstance that applies. 

(d) Justification approvals. (1) For a 
proposed order or BPA with an esti-
mated value exceeding the simplified 
acquisition threshold, but not exceed-
ing $650,000, the ordering activity con-
tracting officer’s certification that the 
justification is accurate and complete 
to the best of the ordering activity 
contracting officer’s knowledge and be-
lief will serve as approval, unless a 
higher approval level is established in 
accordance with agency procedures. 

(2) For a proposed order or BPA with 
an estimated value exceeding $650,000, 
but not exceeding $12.5 million, the jus-
tification must be approved by the 
competition advocate of the activity 
placing the order, or by an official 
named in paragraph (d)(3) or (d)(4) of 
this section. This authority is not dele-
gable. 

(3) For a proposed order or BPA with 
an estimated value exceeding $12.5 mil-
lion, but not exceeding $62.5 million 
(or, for DoD, NASA, and the Coast 
Guard, not exceeding $85.5 million), the 
justification must be approved by— 

(i) The head of the procuring activity 
placing the order; 

(ii) A designee who— 
(A) If a member of the armed forces, 

is a general or flag officer; 
(B) If a civilian, is serving in a posi-

tion in a grade above GS–15 under the 
General Schedule (or in a comparable 
or higher position under another sched-
ule); or 

(iii) An official named in paragraph 
(d)(4) of this section. 

(4) For a proposed order or BPA with 
an estimated value exceeding $62.5 mil-
lion (or, for DoD, NASA, and the Coast 
Guard, over $85.5 million), the justifica-
tion must be approved by the senior 
procurement executive of the agency 
placing the order. This authority is not 
delegable, except in the case of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion, Technology, and Logistics, acting 
as the senior procurement executive 
for the Department of Defense. 

[76 FR 14555, Mar. 16, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 193, Jan. 3, 2012] 

8.405–7 Payment. 
Agencies may make payments for 

oral or written orders by any author-
ized means, including the Government-
wide commercial purchase card (but 
see 32.1108(b)(2)). 

[74 FR 65604, Dec. 10, 2009] 

8.406 Ordering activity responsibil-
ities. 

8.406–1 Order placement. 
(a) Ordering activities may place or-

ders orally, except for— 
(1) Supplies and services not requir-

ing a statement of work exceeding the 
simplified acquisition threshold; 
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