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Federal Acquisition Regulation 52.103 

52.102 Incorporating provisions and 
clauses. 

(a) Provisions and clauses should be 
incorporated by reference to the max-
imum practical extent, rather than 
being incorporated in full text, even if 
they— 

(1) Are used with one or more alter-
nates or on an optional basis; 

(2) Are prescribed on a ‘‘substantially 
as follows’’ or ‘‘substantially the same 
as’’ basis, provided they are used ver-
batim; 

(3) Require modification or the inser-
tion by the Government of fill-in mate-
rial (see 52.104); or 

(4) Require completion by the offeror 
or prospective contractor. This instruc-
tion also applies to provisions com-
pleted as annual representations and 
certifications. 

(b) Except for provisions and clauses 
prescribed in 52.107, any provision or 
clause that can be accessed electroni-
cally by the offeror or prospective con-
tractor may be incorporated by ref-
erence in solicitations and/or con-
tracts. However, the contracting offi-
cer, upon request, shall provide the full 
text of any provision or clause incor-
porated by reference. 

(c) Agency approved provisions and 
clauses prescribed in agency acquisi-
tion regulations, and provisions and 
clauses not authorized by subpart 52.3 
to be incorporated by reference, need 
not be incorporated in full text, pro-
vided the contracting officer includes 
in the solicitation and contract a 
statement that— 

(1) Identifies all provisions and 
clauses that require completion by the 
offeror or prospective contractor; 

(2) Specifies that the provisions and 
clauses must be completed by the offer-
or or prospective contractor and must 
be submitted with the quotation or 
offer; and 

(3) Identifies to the offeror or pro-
spective contractor at least one elec-
tronic address where the full text may 
be accessed. 

(d) An agency may develop a group 
listing of provisions and clauses that 
apply to a specific category of con-
tracts. An agency group listing may be 
incorporated by reference in solicita-
tions and/or contracts in lieu of citing 
the provisions and clauses individually, 

provided the group listing is made 
available electronically to offerors and 
prospective contractors. 

(e) A provision or clause that is not 
available electronically to offerors and 
prospective contractors shall be incor-
porated in solicitations and/or con-
tracts in full text if it is— 

(1) A FAR provision or clause that 
otherwise is not authorized to be incor-
porated by reference (see subpart 52.3); 
or 

(2) A provision or clause prescribed 
for use in an agency acquisition regula-
tion. 

(f) Provisions or clauses may not be 
incorporated by reference by being list-
ed in the— 

(1) Provision at 52.252–3, Alterations 
in Solicitations; or 

(2) Clause at 52.252–4, Alterations in 
Contract. 

[62 FR 64927, Dec. 9, 1997] 

52.103 Identification of provisions and 
clauses. 

(a) Whenever any FAR provision or 
clause is used without deviation in a 
solicitation or contract, whether it is 
incorporated by reference or in full 
text, it shall be identified by number, 
title, and date. This identification 
shall also be used if the FAR provision 
or clause is used with an authorized de-
viation, except that the contracting of-
ficer shall then insert ‘‘(DEVIATION)’’ 
after the date. Solicited firms and con-
tractors will be advised of the meaning 
of this insertion through the use of the 
(1) provision at 52.252–5, Authorized De-
viations in Provisions, or (2) clause at 
52.252–6, Authorized Deviations in 
Clauses. The above mentioned provi-
sion and clause are prescribed in 52.107 
(e) and (f). 

(b) Any provision or clause that sup-
plements the FAR whether it is incor-
porated by reference or in full text 
shall be clearly identified by number, 
title, date, and name of the regulation. 
When a supplemental provision or 
clause is used with an authorized devi-
ation, insert ‘‘(DEVIATION)’’ after the 
name of the regulation. 

(c) A provision or clause of the type 
described in 52.101(b)(2)(i)(C) shall be 
identified by the title, date, and the 
name of the agency or suborganization 
within the agency that developed it. 
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48 CFR Ch. 1 (10–1–12 Edition) 52.104 

(d) Except for provisions or clauses 
covered by 52.103(c), the following hy-
pothetical examples illustrate how a 
provision or clause that supplements 
the FAR shall be identified when it is 
incorporated in solicitations and/or 
contracts by reference or in full text: 

(1) If part 14 (Sealed Bidding) of the X 
Agency Acquisition Regulation, pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER and 
codified as Chapter 99 in 48 CFR, pre-
scribes the use of a provision entitled 
‘‘Bid Envelopes,’’ dated October 1983, 
and that provision is sequentially the 
first provision or clause appearing in 
Section 52.214 of the X Agency Acquisi-
tion Regulation, then the identifica-
tion of that provision shall be 
‘‘9952.214–70—Bid Envelopes (OCT 
1983).’’ 

(2) Assume that Y, a major organiza-
tional element of the X Agency, is au-
thorized to issue the Y Acquisition 
Regulation, which is not published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER and codified in 
48 CFR. If part 36 (Construction and Ar-
chitect-Engineer Contracts) of the Y 
Acquisition Regulation prescribes the 
use of a clause entitled ‘‘Refrigerated 
Display Cases,’’ dated March 1983, per-
taining to a specialized type of con-
struction work, and that clause is se-
quentially the second provision or 
clause appearing in Section 52.236 of 
the Y Acquisition Regulation, then the 
identification of that clause shall be 
‘‘52.236–71—Refrigerated Display Cases 
(MAR 1983)—Y Acquisition Regula-
tion.’’ 

[48 FR 42478, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 52 
FR 9039, Mar. 20, 1987] 

52.104 Procedures for modifying and 
completing provisions and clauses. 

(a) The contracting officer must not 
modify provisions and clauses unless 
the FAR authorizes their modification. 
For example— 

(1) ‘‘The contracting officer may use 
a period shorter than 60 days (but not 
less than 30 days) in paragraph (x) of 
the clause’’; or 

(2) ‘‘The contracting officer may sub-
stitute the words ‘task order’ for the 
word ‘Schedule’ wherever that word ap-
pears in the clause.’’ 

(b) When modifying provisions or 
clauses incorporated by reference, in-
sert the changed wording directly 

below the title of the provision or 
clause identifying to the lowest level 
necessary (e.g., paragraph, sentence, 
word), to clearly indicate what is being 
modified. 

(c) When modifying provisions or 
clauses incorporated in full text, mod-
ify the language directly by sub-
stituting the changed wording as per-
mitted. 

(d) When completing blanks in provi-
sions or clauses incorporated by ref-
erence, insert the fill-in information 
directly below the title of the provision 
or clause identifying to the lowest 
level necessary to clearly indicate the 
blanks being filled in. 

(e) When completing blanks in provi-
sions or clauses incorporated in full 
text, insert the fill-in information in 
the blanks of the provision or clause. 

[48 FR 42478, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 65 
FR 36016, June 6, 2000] 

52.105 Procedures for using alter-
nates. 

(a) The FAR accommodates a major 
variation in a provision or clause by 
use of an alternate. The FAR pre-
scribes alternates to a given provision 
or clause in the FAR subject text 
where the provision or clause is pre-
scribed. The alternates to each provi-
sion or clause are titled ‘‘Alternate I,’’ 
‘‘Alternate II,’’ ‘‘Alternate III,’’ etc. 

(b) When an alternate is used, its 
date shall be cited along with the date 
of the basic provision or clause; e.g., 
52.209–3 FIRST ARTICLE AP-
PROVAL—CONTRACTOR TESTING 
(OCT 1983)—ALTERNATE I (DEC 1983). 

(c) Under certain circumstances, a 
provision or clause may be used with 
two or more alternates. In these cir-
cumstances, each of the applicable al-
ternates shall be cited, whether incor-
porated by reference or in full text; 
e.g., 52.209–3 FIRST ARTICLE AP-
PROVAL—CONTRACTOR TESTING 
(OCT 1983)—ALTERNATE I (DEC 1983) 
AND ALTERNATE II (FEB 1984). How-
ever, under no circumstances may an 
alternate to a specific provision or 
clause be applied to any other provi-
sion or clause. 

[48 FR 42478, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 65 
FR 36016, June 6, 2000] 
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