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SUBCHAPTER A—GENERAL 

PART 501—GENERAL SERVICES AD-
MINISTRATION ACQUISITION 
REGULATION SYSTEM 

Subpart 501.1—Purpose, Authority, 
Issuance 

Sec. 
501.101 Purpose. 
501.103 Authority. 
501.104 Applicability. 
501.105 Issuance. 
501.105–1 Publication and code arrangement. 
501.105–2 Arrangement of regulations. 
501.105–3 Copies. 
501.106 OMB approval under the Paperwork 

Reduction Act. 

Subpart 501.4—Deviations From the FAR 
and GSAR 

501.402 Policy. 
501.403 Individual deviations. 
501.404 Class deviations. 
501.404–70 Contract action. 
501.404–71 Deviations to the nonregulatory 

GSAM. 

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 121(c). 

SOURCE: 64 FR 37203, July 9, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart 501.1—Purpose, Authority, 
Issuance 

501.101 Purpose. 
(a) The General Services Acquisition 

Regulation (GSAR) contains agency ac-
quisition policies and practices, con-
tract clauses, solicitation provisions, 
and forms that control the relationship 
between GSA and contractors and pro-
spective contractors. 

(b) GSAR address rules directly to 
you, the contracting officer, unless 
otherwise indicated. 

501.103 Authority. 
GSA’s Senior Procurement Executive 

issues the GSAR under the authority of 
the Federal Property and Administra-
tive Services Act of 1949, as amended. 

501.104 Applicability. 
(a) General. The GSAR applies to con-

tracts for suppliers or services, includ-
ing construction. 

(b) Acquisition of leasehold interests in 
real property. Part 570 establishes rules 
for the acquisition of leasehold inter-
ests in real property. Other provisions 
of 48 CFR chapter 5 (GSAR) do not 
apply to leases of real property unless 
specifically cross-reference in part 570. 

(c) Relationship to state. Some GSAR 
rules implement and interpret laws and 
other authorities affecting procure-
ment. A GSAR rule specifically di-
rected by statute has the force and ef-
fect of law. 

(d) GSAR/FAR Relationship. The 
GSAR may deviate from the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) if au-
thorized. If the GSAR does not imple-
ment the FAR, the FAR alone governs. 

501.105 Issuance. 

501.105–1 Publication and code ar-
rangement. 

The GSAR is published in the fol-
lowing sources: 

(a) Daily issue of the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. 

(b) Annual Code of Federal Regula-
tions (CFR), as Chapter 5 of Title 48. 

(c) GSA Acquisition Manual distrib-
uted within GSA. 

(d) GSA Home Page at http://www/ 
gas.gov. Click on either ‘‘Government 
Agencies’’ or on ‘‘Business and Indus-
try,’’ the click on ‘‘Acquisition.’’ 

501.105–2 Arrangement of regulations. 

(a) The GSAR numbers and captions 
policies and procedures to correspond 
to how they appear in the FAR, e.g., 
1.104 in the FAR is 501.104 in the GSAR. 

(b) GSAR rules not implementing the 
FAR have numbers beginning with 70, 
e.g., part 570, subsection 515.209–70. 

(c) The GSAR may have gaps in its 
numbering scheme because a FAR rule 
may not require GSAR implementa-
tion. 

501.105–3 Copies. 

The GSAR in CFR form may be pur-
chased from: Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC 20402. 
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48 CFR Ch. 5 (10–1–12 Edition) 501.106 

501.106 OMB approval under the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act. 

GSAR Reference OMB Control 
No. 

509.105–1(a) ................................................. 3090–0007 
511.140–70 .................................................... 3090–0203 
511.204(c) ...................................................... 3090–0246 
514.201–1(a) ................................................. 3090–0163 
514.201–7(a) ................................................. 3090–0200 
516.203–4(a)(1) ............................................. 3090–0243 
516.506 .......................................................... 3090–0248 
519.70 ............................................................ 3090–0286 
519.708(b) ..................................................... 3090–0252 
522.406–6 ...................................................... 1215–0149 
523.370 .......................................................... 3090–0205 
532.111(c) ...................................................... 3090–0080 
532.905–70 .................................................... 9000–0102 
532.905–71 .................................................... 3090–0080 
537.110(a) ..................................................... 3090–0197 
537.110(b) ..................................................... 3090–0006 
538.273(a)(1) ................................................. 3090–0250 
538.273(a)(3) ................................................. 3090–0262 
538.273(b)(1) ................................................. 3090–0121 
542.1107 ........................................................ 3090–0027 
546.307–70 .................................................... 3090–0027 
546.302–71 .................................................... 3090–0027 
552.211–77 .................................................... 3090–0246 
552.214–71 .................................................... 3090–0200 
552.216–70 .................................................... 3090–0243 
552.216–72 .................................................... 3090–0248 
552.216–73 .................................................... 3090–0248 
552.219–72 .................................................... 3090–0252 
552.219–75 .................................................... 3090–0286 
552.219–76 .................................................... 3090–0286 
552.223–72 .................................................... 3090–0205 
552.232–72 .................................................... 3090–0080 
552.237–70 .................................................... 3090–0197 
552.237–71 .................................................... 3090–0006 
552.238–70 .................................................... 3090–0250 
552.238–72 .................................................... 3090–0262 
552.238–74 .................................................... 3090–0121, 

3090–0250 
552.239–71 .................................................... 3090–0294 
552.242–70 .................................................... 3090–0027 
552.246–70 .................................................... 3090–0027 
552.246–71 .................................................... 3090–0027 
GSA–72–A ..................................................... 3090–0121 
GSA–527 ....................................................... 3090–0007 
GSA–618–D ................................................... 1215–0149 
GSA–1142 ..................................................... 3090–0080 
GSA–1364 ..................................................... 3090–0086 
GSA–1678 ..................................................... 3090–0027 
GSA–2419 ..................................................... 9000–0102 
570.802(c) ...................................................... 3090–0086 
570.802(d) ..................................................... 3090–0086 

[64 FR 37203, July 9, 1999, as amended at 65 
FR 41378, July 5, 2000; 68 FR 41288, July 11, 
2003; 74 FR 21273, May 7, 2009; 74 FR 41063, 
Aug. 14, 2009; 74 FR 47738, Sept. 17, 2009; 74 FR 
66253, Dec. 15, 2009; 76 FR 30845, May 27, 2011; 
77 FR 750, Jan. 6, 2012] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: At 74 FR 66253, Dec. 15, 
2009, the table in § 501.106 was amended by re-
moving the GSAR reference number ‘‘511.104– 
70’’ and its corresponding OMB Control Num-
ber ‘‘3090–0203’’; however, the amendment 
could not be done because this reference 
number is not found in the table. 

Subpart 501.4—Deviations From 
the FAR and GSAR 

501.402 Policy. 
Uniformity is a goal of GSA’s Acqui-

sition Regulation System. Despite this 
desire for uniformity, a contracting ac-
tivity may take any of the following 
actions: 

(a) Develop and test new procedures 
and techniques. 

(b) Adopt alternate procedures in the 
public interest for unique pro-
grammatic or managerial requirements 

(c) Deviate from a regulatory provi-
sion implementing a statutory require-
ment provided the deviation does not 
violate the underlying statute. Devi-
ations must not be used to defeat the 
FAR and GSAR approval requirements. 

501.403 Individual deviations. 
(a) An individual deviation affects 

only one contract action. 
(1) The Head of the Contracting Ac-

tivity (HCA) must approve an indi-
vidual deviation to the FAR. The au-
thority to grant an individual devi-
ation may not be re-delegated. A copy 
of the deviation must be provided to 
GSA’s Senior Procurement Executive 
(SPE). 

(2) An individual deviation to the 
GSAR must be approved by the HCA. 
The authority to grant an individual 
deviation may be re-delegated to the 
Contracting Director. 

(b) If GSA delegates authority to an-
other agency and requires compliance 
with the GSAR as a condition of the 
delegation, the Contracting Director in 
the agency receiving the delegation 
may approve individual deviations 
from the GSAR unless the agency head 
receiving the delegation designates an-
other official. 

(c) Send a copy of each deviation to 
GSA’s SPE (V). 

[64 FR 37203, July 9, 1999, as amended at 70 
FR 15779, Mar. 29, 2005] 

501.404 Class deviations. 
(a) A class deviation affects more 

than one contract action. A deviation 
for any solicitation that will result in 
multiple awards or any solicitation 
under the multiple award Federal Sup-
ply Schedule program is considered to 
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be a class deviation. Each award under 
such a solicitation is considered an in-
dividual contract action. 

(1) A class deviation to the FAR must 
be forwarded by the cognizant HCA to 
GSA’s SPE for approval. Prior to ap-
proving a class deviation to the FAR, 
the SPE will consult with the Chair-
man of the Civilian Agency Acquisition 
Council (CAAC) in accordance with 
FAR 1.404(a)(1). 

(2) A class deviation to the GSAR 
must be forwarded by the cognizant 
HCA to GSA’s SPE for approval. 

(3) When an HCA knows that a pro-
posed class deviation will be required 
on a permanent basis, the HCA should 
propose or recommend an appropriate 
FAR and/or GSAR revision. 

(b) If GSA delegates authority to an-
other agency and requires compliance 
with the GSAR as a condition of the 
delegation, the HCA in the agency re-
ceiving the delegation may approve 
class deviations from the GSAR unless 
the agency head receiving the delega-
tion designates another official. 

(c) Send a copy of each deviation to 
GSA’s SPE (V). 

(d) A request for class deviations 
must be supported by statements that 
fully describe the need for and the na-
ture of the deviation. 

(e) Class deviations from the GSAR: 
(1) Expire in 12 months if not ex-

tended. 
(2) May be rescinded earlier by GSA’s 

SPE or by officials designated under 
paragraph (a) of this section without 
prejudice to any action taken pre-
viously. 

[64 FR 37203, July 9, 1999, as amended at 70 
FR 15780, Mar. 29, 2005] 

501.404–70 Contract action. 
Contract action. A contract action, for 

the purpose of determining whether an 
individual or class deviation is appro-
priate, has the same meaning as that 
used for reporting contract actions to 
Federal Procurement Data System— 
Next Generation (FPDS-NG). A con-
tract action includes, but is not lim-
ited to, any of the following: 

(a) Initial letter contract. 
(b) Definitive contract superseding 

letter contract. 
(c) New definitive contract. 

(d) Purchase order/BPA calls using 
simplified acquisition procedures. 

(e) Orders under single award indefi-
nite delivery contracts. 

(f) Orders under BOA. 
(g) Order/modification under Federal 

schedule contract. 
(h) Modification. 
(i) Termination for Default. 
(j) Termination for Convenience. 
(k) Order under multiple award con-

tract. 
(l) Initial load of Federal schedule 

contract. 

[70 FR 15780, Mar. 29, 2005] 

501.404–71 Deviations to the non-
regulatory GSAM. 

Handle individual and class devi-
ations to the nonregulatory (unshaded) 
part of the GSAM as stated in 501.403 
and 501.404. 

[70 FR 15780, Mar. 29, 2005] 

PART 502—DEFINITIONS OF WORDS 
AND TERMS 

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 486(c). 

SOURCE: 64 FR 37204, July 9, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart 502.1—Definitions 
502.101 Definitions. 

Agency competition advocate means 
the GSA Competition Advocate in the 
Office of the Chief Acquisition Officer. 

Assigned counsel means the attorney 
employed by the Office of General 
Counsel (including offices of Regional 
Counsel) assigned to provide legal re-
view or assistance. 

Contracting activity competition advo-
cate means the individual designated in 
writing by the Head of the Contracting 
Activity (HCA). This authority may 
not be redelegated. The HCA must en-
sure that the designated competition 
advocate is not assigned any duty or 
responsibility that is inconsistent with 
the advocacy function. The identity of 
the designated official shall be commu-
nicated to procuring staff and the Sen-
ior Procurement Executive. 

Contracting director means: 
(a) Except in the Federal Acquisition 

Service (FAS), a director of a Central 
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