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48 CFR Ch. 6 (10–1–12 Edition) 606.302–6 

606.302–6 National security. 

(b) This subsection applies to all ac-
quisitions involving national security 
information, regardless of dollar 
amount. In no case shall information 
be classified in order to restrict com-
petition. Information may be classified 
only when its authorized disclosure 
could be expected to cause damage to 
national security. 

(c)(1) The Chief, Controls Division, 
Office of Intelligence Liaison, Direc-
torate for Coordination, Bureau of In-
telligence and Research, is responsible 
for reviewing and certifying on any 
proposed acquisitions derived from or 
funded or administered by intelligence 
community agencies that involve sen-
sitive compartmented information and 
ensuring that the provisions of Execu-
tive Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6 have 
been met. The Office Director, Office of 
Information Security, Office of Secu-
rity Infrastructure, Bureau of Diplo-
matic Security (DS/SI/IS) is respon-
sible for reviewing and certifying on all 
other proposed acquisitions funded by 
the Department of State that involve 
national security information and en-
suring that the provisions of Executive 
Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6 have been 
met. When disclosure of the Depart-
ment’s needs through full and open 
competition would compromise na-
tional security, the Justification for 
Other than Full and Open Competition 
shall include the following specific in-
formation: 

(i) How national security would be 
compromised if the Department of 
State’s (or other agencies’) needs were 
disclosed in the GPE; 

(ii) Why the GPE notice cannot be 
worded in such a manner that national 
security would not be compromised; 

(iii) Necessity for access to classified 
information to prepare technical and/or 
cost proposal and level of security 
clearance required; 

(iv) Necessity for access to classified 
information to perform the proposed 
contract and level of security clear-
ance required; 

(v) Number and value of contracts 
that the justification covers; and 

(vi) A statement as follows: ‘‘I hereby 
certify that the national security con-
cerns of the referenced acquisition(s) 

meet the criteria set forth in Executive 
Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6’’. 

(2) Any acquisition involving na-
tional security information shall be 
publicized in the GPE unless disclosure 
of the agency’s needs would com-
promise national security. 

(3) The contracting officer is respon-
sible for soliciting offers from as many 
potential sources as is practicable 
under the circumstances. However, 
given the sensitivity required for ac-
quisitions involving national security 
information, it is expected that re-
quirements offices will work closely 
with the contracting officer in maxi-
mizing competition. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43621, Aug. 11, 1999; 69 FR 19331, Apr. 13, 
2004; 72 FR 45695, Aug. 15, 2007] 

606.302–7 Public interest. 
The authority to approve the deter-

mination prescribed in FAR 6.302–7(c) 
is reserved to the Secretary of State. 

606.303–1 Requirements. 
Justifications for contract actions 

prescribed in FAR 6.303–1(d) shall be 
forwarded by the contracting officer to 
A/OPE for transmittal to the Office of 
the United States Trade Representa-
tive. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994] 

606.304 Approval of the justification. 
(a)(2) The approval authority for a 

proposed contract over $550,000 but not 
exceeding $11.5 million for domestic 
contracting activities that do not have 
a competition advocate is the Depart-
ment Competition Advocate. 

(d) The estimated dollar value of all 
options shall be included in deter-
mining the approval level of a jus-
tification. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43621, Aug. 11, 1999; 72 FR 45695, Aug. 15, 
2007] 

606.304–70 Acquisitions by overseas 
posts. 

The Departmental Competition Ad-
vocate is the approval authority for 
the purposes of FAR 6.304(a)(3). This 
authority is not redelegable. Any such 
justification must be transmitted 
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Department of State 607.103 

through the Principal Officer at the 
overseas post. 

[59 FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994] 

606.370 Department of State standard-
ization program. 

(a) It is the Department’s policy to 
promote full and open competition in 
all procurement actions. The authority 
at 41 U.S.C. 253(c)(1) shall be used with 
respect to standardization when only 
specified makes and models of equip-
ment will satisfy the Department’s 
needs and only one source is available. 
This policy applies to all acquisitions 
involving standardization, regardless of 
dollar amount. 

(b) Contracts awarded under the au-
thority at 41 U.S.C. 253(c)(1) shall be 
supported by the written justification 
described in FAR 6.303. The contracting 
officer, requirements office, procuring 
activity competition advocate, and the 
Procurement Executive shall approve 
all Justifications for Other than Full 
and Open Competition that cite stand-
ardization of technical equipment as 
justification to restrict competition. 
The Management Officer at each post 
is the procuring activity competition 
advocate for that post and the require-
ments office at post is the embassy 
functional office responsible for identi-
fying the need to contract. 

(c) Procurement of specified makes 
and models of technical equipment and 
systems, for which there is only one 
source of supply, is considered other 
than full and open competition. Such 
procurements shall be supported by an 
approved Justification for Other than 
Full and Open Competition. The jus-
tification shall include the content re-
quirements of FAR 6.303–2. The jus-
tification shall also address potential 
cost savings in areas such as inventory, 
operations, training, maintenance, re-
pairs, and administrative and manage-
ment support. Areas of consideration 
for potential cost savings shall be sup-
ported by detailed estimates as attach-
ments to the justification. Justifica-
tions shall specify an effective period, 
which shall bear a reasonable relation-
ship to the life of the technical equip-
ment. The effective period shall not ex-
ceed six years with a review at the end 
of the first three years. Periodic re-
views shall be made during the stand-

ardization period to determine whether 
the standardization should be contin-
ued, revised or canceled. 

[59 FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 69 
FR 19331, Apr. 13, 2004] 

Subpart 606.5—Competition 
Advocates 

606.501 Requirement. 
(a) The Procurement Executive is the 

head of the agency for the purposes of 
FAR 6.501 and designates the Depart-
ment Competition Advocate. 

(b) A contracting activity competi-
tion advocate has been designated for 
A/LM/AQM. A/LM/AQM’s competition 
advocate is also designated the con-
tracting activity competition advocate 
for the Regional Procurement Support 
Offices. The Department Competition 
Advocate is the activity competition 
advocate for all other domestic con-
tracting activities. 

[59 FR 66756, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43622, Aug. 11, 1999; 69 FR 19331, Apr. 13, 
2004] 

606.501–70 Overseas posts. 
The Management Officer at each 

overseas post is the competition advo-
cate for that post. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988, as amended at 69 
FR 19331, Apr. 13, 2004] 

606.570 Solicitation provision. 
The contracting officer shall insert 

the provision at 652.206–70, Competition 
Advocate/Ombudsman, in all solicita-
tions exceeding the simplified acquisi-
tion threshold. 

[64 FR 43622, Aug. 11, 1999] 

PART 607—ACQUISITION 
PLANNING 

AUTHORITY: 22 U.S.C. 2658; 40 U.S.C. 486(c); 
48 CFR subpart 1.3. 

Subpart 607.1—Acquisition Plans 
607.103 Agency-head responsibilities. 

The Procurement Executive is the 
agency head’s designee for the purposes 
of FAR 7.103. 

[55 FR 5774, Feb. 16, 1990] 
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