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48 CFR Ch. 9 (10–1–12 Edition) 915.207 

915.207 Handling proposals and infor-
mation. 

915.207–70 Handling proposals and in-
formation during evaluation. 

(a) Proposals furnished to the Gov-
ernment are to be used for evaluation 
purposes only. Disclosure outside the 
Government for evaluation is per-
mitted only to the extent authorized 
by, and in accordance with, the proce-
dures in this subsection. 

(b) While the Government’s limited 
use of proposals does not require that 
the proposal bear a restrictive notice, 
proposers should, if they desire to 
maximize protection of their trade se-
crets or confidential or privileged com-
mercial and financial information con-
tained in them, apply the restrictive 
notice prescribed in paragraph (e) of 
the provision at 48 CFR 52.215–1 to such 
information. In any event, information 
contained in proposals will be pro-
tected to the extent permitted by law, 
but the Government assumes no liabil-
ity for the use or disclosure of informa-
tion (data) not made subject to such 
notice in accordance with paragraph (e) 
of the provision at 48 CFR 52.215–1. 

(c) If proposals are received with 
more restrictive conditions than those 
in paragraph (e) of the provision at 48 
CFR 52.215–1, the contracting officer or 
coordinating officer shall inquire 
whether the submitter is willing to ac-
cept the conditions of paragraph (e). If 
the submitter does not, the contracting 
officer or coordinating officer shall, 
after consultation with counsel, either 
return the proposal or accept it as 
marked. Contracting officers shall not 
exclude from consideration any pro-
posals merely because they contain an 
authorized or agreed to notice, nor 
shall they be prejudiced by such notice. 

(d) Release of proposal information 
(data) before decision as to the award 
of a contract, or the transfer of valu-
able and sensitive information between 
competing offerors during the competi-
tive phase of the acquisition process, 
would seriously disrupt the Govern-
ment’s decision-making process and 
undermine the integrity of the com-
petitive acquisition process, thus ad-
versely affecting the Government’s 
ability to solicit competitive proposals 
and award a contract which would best 

meet the Government’s needs and serve 
the public interest. Therefore, to the 
extent permitted by law, none of the 
information (data) contained in pro-
posals, except as authorized in this 
subsection, is to be disclosed outside 
the Government before the Govern-
ment’s decision as to the award of a 
contract. In the event an outside eval-
uation is to be obtained, it shall be 
only to the extent authorized by, and 
in accordance with the procedures of, 
this subsection. 

(e)(1) In order to maintain the integ-
rity of the procurement process and to 
assure that the propriety of proposals 
will be respected, contracting officers 
shall assure that the following notice 
is affixed to each solicited proposal 
prior to distribution for evaluation: 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE FOR HANDLING 
PROPOSALS 

This proposal shall be used and disclosed 
for evaluation purposes only, and a copy of 
this Government notice shall be applied to 
any reproduction or abstract thereof. Any 
authorized restrictive notices which the sub-
mitter places on this proposal shall also be 
strictly complied with. Disclosure of this 
proposal outside the Government for evalua-
tion purposes shall be made only to the ex-
tent authorized by, and in accordance with, 
the procedures in DEAR subsection 915.207– 
70. 

(End of notice) 

(2) The notice at 48 CFR 15.609(d) for 
unsolicited proposals shall be affixed to 
a cover sheet attached to each such 
proposal upon receipt by DOE. Use of 
the notice neither alters any obligation 
of the Government, nor diminishes any 
rights in the Government to use or dis-
close data or information. 

(f)(1) Normally, evaluations of pro-
posals shall be performed only by em-
ployees of the Department of Energy. 
As used in this section, ‘‘proposals’’ in-
cludes the offers in response to re-
quests for proposals, sealed bids, pro-
gram opportunity announcements, pro-
gram research and development an-
nouncements, or any other method of 
solicitation where the review of pro-
posals or bids is to be performed by 
other than peer review. In certain 
cases, in order to gain necessary exper-
tise, employees of other agencies may 
be used in instances in which they will 
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