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(1) Maintenance-of-way equipment
operating without locomotive assist-
ance between work locations shall have
a working radio on at least one such
unit in each multiple piece of mainte-
nance-of-way equipment traveling to-
gether under the same movement au-
thority. The operators of each addi-
tional piece of maintenance-of-way
equipment shall have communications
capability with each other.

(2) Each maintenance-of-way work
group shall have intra-group commu-
nications capability upon arriving at a
work site.

(b) On and after July 1, 1999, each em-
ployee designated by the employer to
provide on-track safety for a roadway
work group or groups, and each lone
worker, shall be provided, and where
practicable, shall maintain immediate
access to a working radio. When imme-
diate access to a working radio is not
available, the employee responsible for
on-track safety or lone worker shall be
equipped with a radio capable of moni-
toring transmissions from train move-
ments in the vicinity. A railroad with
fewer than 400,000 annual employee
work hours may provide immediate ac-
cess to working wireless communica-
tions as an alternative to a working
radio.

(c) This section does not apply to:

(1) Railroads which have fewer than
400,000 annual employee work hours,
and which do not operate trains in ex-
cess of 25 miles per hour; or

(2) Railroad operations where the
work location of the roadway work
group or lone worker:

(i) Is physically inaccessible to
trains; or

(ii) Has no through traffic or traffic
on adjacent tracks during the period
when roadway workers will be present.

§220.13 Reporting emergencies.

(a) Employees shall immediately re-
port by the quickest means available
derailments, collisions, storms, wash-
outs, fires, obstructions to tracks, and
other hazardous conditions which could
result in death or injury, damage to
property or serious disruption of rail-
road operations.

(b) In reporting emergencies, employ-
ees shall follow:

§220.21

(1) The procedures of §220.47 when
using a radio; or

(2) The procedures specified for re-
porting emergencies in the railroad’s
timetables or timetable special in-
structions, when using another means
of wireless communications.

(c) Employees shall describe as com-
pletely as possible the nature, degree
and location of the hazard.

(d) An alternative means of commu-
nications capability shall be provided
whenever the control center is unat-
tended or unable to receive radio trans-
missions during a period in which rail-
road operations are conducted.

Subpart B—Radio and Wireless
Communication Procedures

§220.21 Railroad operating rules;
radio communications; record-
keeping.

(a) The operating rules of each rail-
road with respect to radio communica-
tions shall conform to the require-
ments of this part.

(b) Thirty days before commencing to
use radio communications in connec-
tion with railroad operations each rail-
road shall retain one copy of its cur-
rent operating rules with respect to
radio communications at the locations
prescribed in paragraphs (b) (1) and
(b)(2) of this section. Each amendment
to these operating rules shall be filed
at such locations within 30 days after
it is issued. These records shall be
made available to representatives of
the Federal Railroad Administration
for inspection and photocopying during
normal business hours.

(1) Each Class I railroad, each Class
II railroad, each railroad providing
intercity rail passenger service, and
each railroad providing commuter
service in a metropolitan or suburban
area shall retain such rules at each of
its division headquarters and at its sys-
tem headquarters; and (2) Each Class
III railroad and any other railroad sub-
ject to this part but not subject to
paragraph (b)(1) of this section shall re-
tain such rules at the system head-
quarters of the railroad.

(c) For purposes of this section, the
terms Class I railroad, Class II rail-
road, and Class III railroad have the
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§220.23

meaning given these terms in 49 CFR
Part 1201.

§220.23 Publication of radio informa-
tion.

Each railroad shall designate where
radio base stations are installed, where
wayside stations may be contacted,
and the appropriate radio channels
used by these stations in connection
with railroad operations by publishing
them in a timetable or special instruc-
tion. The publication shall indicate the
periods during which base and wayside
radio stations are operational.

§220.25 Instruction and operational
testing of employees.

Each employee who a railroad au-
thorizes to use a radio in connection
with a railroad operation, shall be:

(a) Provided with a copy of the rail-
road’s operating rules governing the
use of radio communication in a rail-
road operation;

(b) Instructed in the proper use of
radio communication as part of the
program of instruction prescribed in
§217.11 of this chapter; and

(c) Periodically tested under the
operational testing requirements in
§217.9 of this chapter.

§220.27 Identification.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, the identification of
each wayside, base or yard station
shall include at least the following
minimum elements, stated in the order
listed:

(1) Name of railroad. An abbreviated
name or initial letters of the railroad
may be used where the name or initials
are in general usage and are under-
stood in the railroad industry; and

(2) Name and location of office or
other unique designation.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, the identification of
each mobile station shall consist of the
following elements, stated in the order
listed:

(1) Name of railroad. An abbreviated
name or initial letters of the railroad
may be used where the name or initial
letters are in general usage and are un-
derstood in the railroad industry;

49 CFR Ch. Il (10-1-12 Edition)

(2) Train name (number), if one has
been assigned, or other appropriate
unit designation; and

(3) When necessary, the word ‘‘loco-
motive”, ‘“‘motorcar’, or other unique
identifier which indicates to the lis-
tener the precise mobile transmitting
station.

(c) If positive identification is
achieved in connection with switching,
classification, and similar operations
wholly within a yard, fixed and mobile
units may use short identification
after the initial transmission and ac-
knowledgment consistent with applica-
ble Federal Communications Commis-

sion regulations governing ‘‘Station
Identification’.
§220.29 Statement of letters and num-

bers in radio communications.

(a) If necessary for clarity, a pho-
netic alphabet shall be used to pro-
nounce any letter used as an initial,
except initial letters of railroads. See
appendix A of this part for the rec-
ommended phonetic alphabet.

(b) A word which needs to be spelled
for clarity, such as a station name,
shall first be pronounced, and then
spelled. If necessary, the word shall be
spelled again, using a phonetic alpha-
bet.

(c) Numbers shall be spoken by digit,
except that exact multiples of hun-
dreds and thousands may be stated as
such. A decimal point shall be indi-
cated by the words ‘‘decimal,” ‘‘dot,”
or ‘“‘point.” (See appendix B to this
part, for a recommended guide to the
pronunciation of numbers.)

§220.31 Initiating a
mission.

radio trans-

BEFORE TRANSMITTING BY RADIO, AN
EMPLOYEE SHALL:

(a) Listen to ensure that the channel
on which the employee intends to
transmit is not already in use;

(b) Identify the employee’s station in
accordance with the requirements of
§220.27; and

(c) Verify that the employee has
made radio contact with the person or
station with whom the employee in-
tends to communicate by listening for
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