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§ 234.315 Electronic recordkeeping. 

(a) If a railroad subject to this sub-
part maintains records required by this 
subpart in electronic format in lieu of 
on paper, the system for keeping the 
electronic records must meet all of the 
following conditions: 

(1) The railroad adequately limits 
and controls accessibility to the 
records retained in its electronic data-
base system and identifies those indi-
viduals who have such access; 

(2) The railroad has a terminal at the 
location designated by the railroad as 
the general office for the railroad sys-
tem and at each division headquarters; 

(3) Each such terminal has a com-
puter and either a facsimile machine or 
a printer connected to the computer to 
retrieve and produce information in a 
usable format for immediate review by 
FRA representatives; 

(4) The railroad has a designated rep-
resentative who is authorized to au-
thenticate retrieved information from 
the electronic system as a true and ac-
curate copy of the electronically kept 
record; and 

(5) The railroad provides FRA rep-
resentatives with immediate access to 
the record(s) for inspection and copy-
ing during normal business hours and 
provides a printout of such record(s) 
upon request. 

(b) If a record required by this sub-
part is in the form of an electronic 
record kept by an electronic record-
keeping system that does not comply 
with paragraph (a) of this section, then 
the record must be kept on paper. 

§ 234.317 Compliance dates. 

(a) Railroads without an ENS of any 
kind. If a railroad subject to this sub-
part does not have an ENS of any kind 
in place on August 13, 2012, the railroad 
shall implement an ENS that conforms 
to this subpart no later than Sep-
tember 1, 2015. 

(b) Railroads with nonconforming ENS 
telephone service. If a railroad subject to 
this subpart already has its own ENS 
telephone service or is using a third- 
party ENS telephone service, and that 
telephone service does not conform to 
the requirements in § 234.303 or § 234.307, 
respectively, on August 13, 2012, the 
railroad shall comply with § 234.303 or 

§ 234.307, respectively, no later than 
March 1, 2014. 

(c) Railroads with ENS signs of noncon-
forming size. (1) If a railroad subject to 
this subpart already has ENS signs in 
place, and those signs do not conform 
to the requirements in § 234.309 on Au-
gust 13, 2012, the railroad’s ENS signs 
shall conform to § 234.309 no later than 
as required below: 

(i) If the railroad’s sign size is great-
er than or equal to 60 square inches and 
the height of the lettering on the sign 
is greater than or equal to 3⁄4 inch for 
the information required in § 234.309(b) 
on August 13, 2012, the railroad may 
maintain the sign for its useful life. 

(ii) If the railroad’s sign size is great-
er than or equal to 60 square inches but 
the height of the lettering is less than 
3⁄4 inch for the information required in 
§ 234.309(b) on August 13, 2012, the rail-
road’s sign must conform to § 234.309 no 
later than September 1, 2017. 

(iii) If the railroad’s sign size is less 
than 60 square inches, regardless of the 
height of the lettering for the informa-
tion required in § 234.309(b), on August 
13, 2012, the railroad’s sign must con-
form to § 234.309 no later than Sep-
tember 1, 2015. 

(2) If the railroad chooses to replace 
an ENS sign of non-conforming size be-
fore the applicable compliance date 
stated, the railroad shall replace that 
sign with a sign that conforms to 
§ 234.309. 

(d) Railroads with ENS signs having 
nonconforming placement. If a railroad 
subject to this subpart already has 
ENS signs in place, and the placement 
of those signs does not conform to the 
requirements in § 234.311 on August 13, 
2012, the placement of the railroad’s 
ENS signs shall conform to § 234.311 no 
later than September 1, 2017. If a rail-
road changes the placement of the sign 
before September 1, 2017, the placement 
of the sign must conform to § 234.311. If 
a railroad replaces a sign before Sep-
tember 1, 2017, so that the sign con-
forms to § 234.309, and the placement of 
that sign does not conform to § 234.311, 
the railroad shall also change the 
placement of the sign so that it con-
forms to § 234.311. 

(e) Railroads with nonconforming ENS 
recordkeeping. If a railroad subject to 
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this subpart already conducts record-
keeping as part of its ENS, and that 
recordkeeping does not conform to 
§ 234.313 or § 234.315, the railroad’s rec-

ordkeeping shall conform to § 234.313 or 
§ 234.315 no later than September 1, 
2013. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 234—SCHEDULE OF CIVIL PENALTIES 1 

Section Violation Willful 
violation 

Subpart B—Reports 
234.7 Accidents involving grade crossing signal failure ..................................................................... $5,000 $7,500 
234.9 Grade crossing signal system failure reports ........................................................................... 2,500 5,000 

Subpart C—Response to Reports of Warning System Malfunction 
Sec. 
234.101 Employee notification rules ................................................................................................... 2,500 5,000 
234.103 Timely response to report of malfunction ............................................................................. 2,500 5,000 

234.105 Activation failure 
(a) Failure to notify—train crews .............................................................................. 5,000 7,500 

Other railroads ........................................................................................... 5,000 7,500 
(b) Failure to notify law enforcement agency ........................................................... 2,500 5,000 
(c) Failure to comply with—flagging requirements ................................................... 5,000 5,000 

Speed restrictions ...................................................................................... 5,000 7,500 
(d) Failure to activate horn or whistle ...................................................................... 5,000 7,500 

234.106 Partial activation 
(a) Failure to notify—train crews .............................................................................. 5,000 7,500 

Other railroads ........................................................................................... 5,000 7,500 
(b) Failure to notify law enforcement agency ........................................................... 2,500 5,000 
(c) Failure to comply with—flagging requirements speed restrictions ..................... 5,000 7,500 
(d) Failure to activate horn or whistle ...................................................................... 5,000 7,500 

234.107 False activation 
(a) Failure to notify—train crews .............................................................................. 5,000 7,500 

Other railroads ........................................................................................... 5,000 7,500 
(b) Failure to notify law enforcement agency ........................................................... 2,500 5,000 
(c) Failure to comply with—flagging requirements ................................................... 5,000 7,500 

Speed restrictions ...................................................................................... 5,000 7,500 
(d) Failure to activate horn or whistle ...................................................................... 5,000 7,500 

234.109 Recordkeeping ....................................................................................................... 1,000 2,000 

Subpart D—Maintenance, Inspection, and Testing 

Maintenance Standards: 
234.201 Location of plans .................................................................................................... 1,000 2,000 
234.203 Control circuits ........................................................................................................ 1,000 2,000 
234.205 Operating characteristics of warning system apparatus ........................................ 2,500 5,000 
234.207 Adjustment, repair, or replacement of component ................................................. 2,500 5,000 
234.209 Interference with normal functioning of system ..................................................... 5,000 7,500 
234.211 Locking of warning system apparatus ................................................................... 1,000 2,000 
234.213 Grounds .................................................................................................................. 1,000 2,000 
234.215 Standby power system ........................................................................................... 5,000 7,500 
234.217 Flashing light units ................................................................................................. 1,000 2,000 
234.219 Gate arm lights and light cable .............................................................................. 1,000 2,000 
234.221 Lamp voltage .......................................................................................................... 1,000 2,000 
234.223 Gate arm ................................................................................................................ 1,000 2,000 
234.225 Activation of warning system ................................................................................. 5,000 7,500 
234.227 Train detection apparatus ...................................................................................... 2,500 5,000 
234.229 Shunting sensitivity ................................................................................................. 2,500 5,000 
234.231 Fouling wires .......................................................................................................... 1,000 2,000 
234.233 Rail joints ................................................................................................................ 1,000 2,000 
234.235 Insulated rail joints ................................................................................................. 1,000 2,000 
234.237 Switch equipped with circuit controller ................................................................... 1,000 2,000 
234.239 Tagging of wires and interference of wires or tags with signal apparatus ............ 1,000 2,000 
234.241 Protection of insulated wire; splice in underground wire ....................................... 1,000 2,000 
234.243 Wire on pole line and aerial cable ......................................................................... 1,000 2,000 
234.245 Signs ....................................................................................................................... 1,000 2,000 

Inspections and Tests: 
234.247 Purpose of inspections and tests; removal from service of relay or device failing 

to meet test requirements ................................................................................................... 2,500 5,000 
234.249 Ground tests ........................................................................................................... 2,500 5,000 
234.251 Standby power ....................................................................................................... 5,000 7,500 
234.253 Flashing light units and lamp voltage .................................................................... 1,000 2,000 
234.255 Gate arm and gate mechanism ............................................................................. 1,000 2,000 
234.257 Warning system operation ..................................................................................... 2,500 5,000 
234.259 Warning time .......................................................................................................... 1,000 2,000 
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