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(ii) Emergency exits and procedures
for safely evacuating passengers in an
emergency.

(iii) State and Federal laws and regu-
lations related to safely traversing
railroad-highway grade crossings; and

(iv) Operating practices and proce-
dures not otherwise specified.

(3) Skills test. Must take a driving
skills test in a school bus of the same
vehicle group (see §383.91(a)) as the
school bus applicant will drive.

(b) Exception. Knowledge and skills
tests administered before September
30, 2002 and approved by FMCSA as
meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion, meet the requirements of para-
graphs (a)(2) and (3) of this section
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§383.131 Test manuals.

(a) Driver information manual. (1) A
State must provide an FMCSA pre-ap-
proved driver information manual to a
CLP or CDL applicant. The manual
must be comparable to the American
Association of Motor Vehicle Adminis-
trators” (AAMVA’s) 20056 CDL Test
System (July 2010 Version) Model Com-
mercial Driver Manual’’, which FMCSA
has approved and provides to all State
Driver Licensing Agencies. The driver
information manual must include:

(i) Information on how to obtain a
CDL and endorsements;

(ii) Information on the requirements
described in §383.71, the implied con-
sent to alcohol testing described in
§383.72, the procedures and penalties
contained in §383.51(b) to which a CLP
or CDL holder is exposed for refusal to
comply with such alcohol testing,
State procedures described in §383.73,
and other appropriate driver informa-
tion contained in subpart E of this
part;

(iii) Information on vehicle groups
and endorsements as specified in sub-
part F of this part;

(iv) The substance of the knowledge
and skills that drivers must have, as
outlined in subpart G of this part for
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the different vehicle groups and en-
dorsements; and

(v) Details of testing procedures, in-
cluding the purpose of the tests, how to
respond, and directions for taking the
tests.

(2) A State may include any addi-
tional State-specific information re-
lated to the CDL testing and licensing
process.

(b) Examiner information manual. (1) A
State must provide an FMCSA pre-ap-
proved examiner information manual
that conforms to model requirements
in paragraphs (b)(1)(i—xi) of this section
to all knowledge and skills test exam-
iners. To be pre-approved by FMCSA,
the examiner information manual must
be comparable to AAMVA’s ‘2006 CDL
Test System (July 2010 Version) Model
CDL Examiner’s Manual,”” which
FMCSA has approved and provides to
all State Driver Licensing Agencies.
The examiner information manual
must include:

(i) Information on driver application
procedures contained in §383.71, State
procedures described in §383.73, and
other appropriate driver information
contained in subpart E of this part;

(ii) Details on information that must
be given to the applicant;

(iii) Details on how to conduct the
knowledge and skills tests;

(iv) Scoring procedures and minimum
passing scores for the knowledge and
skills tests;

(v) Information for selecting driving
test routes for the skills tests;

(vi) List of the skills to be tested;

(vii) Instructions on where and how
the skills will be tested;

(viii) How performance of the skills
will be scored;

(ix) Causes for automatic failure of
skills tests;

(x) Standardized scoring sheets for
the skills tests; and

(xi) Standardized driving instructions
for the applicants.

(2) A State may include any addi-
tional State-specific information re-
lated to the CDL testing process.

[76 FR 26891, May 9, 2011]

§383.133 Test methods.

(a) All tests must be constructed in
such a way as to determine if the appli-
cant possesses the required knowledge
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and skills contained in subpart G of
this part for the type of motor vehicle
or endorsement the applicant wishes to
obtain.

(b) Knowledge tests:

(1) States must use the FMCSA pre-
approved pool of test questions to de-
velop knowledge tests for each vehicle
group and endorsement. The pool of
questions must be comparable to those
in AAMVA’s ‘2005 CDL Test System
(July 2010 Version) 2005 Test Item Sum-
mary Forms,” which FMCSA has ap-
proved and provides to all State Driver
Licensing Agencies.

(2) The State method of generating
knowledge tests must conform to the
requirements in paragraphs (b)(2)(i)
through (iv) of this section and be pre-
approved by FMCSA. The State method
of generating knowledge tests must be
comparable to the requirements out-
lined in AAMVA’s ‘2005 CDL Test Sys-
tem (July 2010 Version) 2005 Require-
ments Document For Use In Devel-
oping Computer-Generated Multiple-
Choice CDL Knowledge Tests’’, which
FMCSA has approved and provides to
all State Driver Licensing Agencies to
develop knowledge tests for each vehi-
cle group and endorsement. These re-
quirements include:

(i) The total difficulty level of the
questions used in each version of a test
must fall within a set range;

(ii) Twenty-five percent of the ques-
tions on a test must be new questions
that were not contained in the previous
version of the test;

(iii) Identical questions from the pre-
vious version of the test must be in a
different location on the test and the
three possible responses to the ques-
tions must be in a different order; and

(iv) Each test must contain a set
number of questions with a prescribed
number of questions from each of the
knowledge areas.

(3) Each knowledge test must be
valid and reliable so as to ensure that
driver applicants possess the knowl-
edge required under §383.111. The
knowledge tests may be administered
in written form, verbally, or in auto-
mated format and can be administered
in a foreign language, provided no in-
terpreter is used in administering the
test.
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(4) A State must use a different
version of the test when an applicant
retakes a previously failed test.

(c) Skills tests:

(1) A State must develop, administer
and score the skills tests based solely
on the information and standards con-
tained in the driver and examiner
manuals referred to in §383.131(a) and
(o).

(2) A State must use the standardized
scores and instructions for admin-
istering the tests contained in the ex-
aminer manual referred to in
§383.131(b).

(3) An applicant must complete the
skills tests in a representative vehicle
to ensure that the applicant possess
the skills required under §383.113. In
determining whether the vehicle is a
representative vehicle for the skills
test and the group of CDL for which
the applicant is applying, the vehicle’s
gross vehicle weight rating or gross
combination weight rating must be
used, not the vehicle’s actual gross ve-
hicle weight or gross combination
weight.

(4) Skills tests must be conducted in
on-street conditions or under a com-
bination of on-street and off-street con-
ditions.

(5) Interpreters are prohibited during
the administration of skills tests. Ap-
plicants must be able to understand
and respond to verbal commands and
instructions in English by a skills test
examiner. Neither the applicant nor
the examiner may communicate in a
language other than English during the
skills test.

(6) The skills test must be adminis-
tered and successfully completed in the
following order: Pre-trip inspection,
basic vehicle control skills, on-road
skills. If an applicant fails one segment
of the skills test:

(i) The applicant cannot continue to
the next segment of the test; and

(ii) Scores for the passed segments of
the test are only valid during initial
issuance of the CLP. If the CLP is re-
newed, all three segments of the skills
test must be retaken.

(d) Passing scores for the knowledge
and skills tests must meet the stand-
ards contained in §383.135.

[76 FR 26891, May 9, 2011]
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