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serves persons who qualify for human 
service or transportation-related pro-
grams or services due to disability, in-
come, or advanced age. This term is 
used consistent with the President’s 
Executive Order on Human Service 
Transportation Coordination (February 
24, 2004). 

(r) ‘‘Recipient’’ means an agency or 
entity that receives Federal financial 
assistance, either directly or indi-
rectly, including subrecipients, under 
the Federal Transit Laws. This term 
does not include third-party contrac-
tors who use non-FTA funded vehicles. 

(s) ‘‘Registered charter provider’’ 
means a private charter operator that 
wants to receive notice of charter serv-
ice requests directed to recipients and 
has registered on FTA’s charter reg-
istration Web site. 

(t) ‘‘Registration list’’ means the cur-
rent list of registered charter providers 
and qualified human service organiza-
tions maintained on FTA’s charter reg-
istration Web site. 

(u) ‘‘Special transportation’’ means de-
mand response or paratransit service 
that is regular and continuous and is a 
type of ‘‘public transportation.’’ 

(v) ‘‘Violation’’ means a finding by 
FTA of a failure to comply with one of 
the requirements of this Part. 

§ 604.4 Charter service agreement. 
(a) A recipient seeking Federal as-

sistance under the Federal Transit 
Laws to acquire or operate any public 
transportation equipment or facilities 
shall enter into a ‘‘Charter Service 
Agreement’’ as set out in paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

(b) A recipient shall enter into a 
Charter Service Agreement if it re-
ceives Federal funds for equipment or 
facilities under the Federal Transit 
Laws. The terms of the Charter Service 
Agreement are as follows: ‘‘The recipi-
ent agrees that it, and each of its sub-
recipients, and third party contractors 
at any level who use FTA-funded vehi-
cles, may provide charter service using 
equipment or facilities acquired with 
Federal assistance authorized under 
the Federal Transit Laws only in com-
pliance with the regulations set out in 
49 CFR 604, the terms and conditions of 
which are incorporated herein by ref-
erence.’’ 

(c) The Charter Service Agreement is 
contained in the Certifications and As-
surances published annually by FTA 
for applicants for Federal financial as-
sistance. Once a recipient receives Fed-
eral funds, the Certifications and As-
surances become part of its Grant 
Agreement or Cooperative Agreement 
for Federal financial assistance. 

Subpart B—Exceptions 

§ 604.5 Purpose. 

The purpose of this subpart is to 
identify the limited exceptions under 
which recipients may provide commu-
nity-based charter services. 

§ 604.6 Government officials on official 
government business. 

(a) A recipient may provide charter 
service to government officials (Fed-
eral, State, and local) for official gov-
ernment business, which can include 
non-transit related purposes, if the re-
cipient: 

(1) Provides the service in its geo-
graphic service area; 

(2) Does not generate revenue from 
the charter service, except as required 
by law; and 

(3) After providing such service, 
records the following: 

(i) The government organization’s 
name, address, phone number, and e- 
mail address; 

(ii) The date and time of service; 
(iii) The number of passengers (spe-

cifically noting the number of govern-
ment officials on the trip); 

(iv) The origin, destination, and trip 
length (miles and hours); 

(v) The fee collected, if any; and 
(vi) The vehicle number for the vehi-

cle used to provide the service. 
(b) A recipient that provides charter 

service under this section shall be lim-
ited annually to 80 charter service 
hours for providing trips to govern-
ment officials for official government 
business. 

(c) A recipient may petition the Ad-
ministrator for additional charter serv-
ice hours only if the petition contains 
the following information: 

(1) Date and description of the offi-
cial government event and the number 
of charter service hours requested; 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 13:26 Dec 10, 2012 Jkt 226223 PO 00000 Frm 00460 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\226223.XXX 226223em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 



451 

Federal Transit Admin., DOT § 604.8 

(2) Explanation of why registered 
charter providers in the geographic 
service area cannot perform the service 
(e.g., equipment, time constraints, or 
other extenuating circumstances); and 

(3) Evidence that the recipient has 
sent the request for additional hours to 
registered charter providers in its geo-
graphic service area. 

(d) FTA shall post the request for ad-
ditional charter service hours under 
this exception in the Government Offi-
cials Exception docket, docket number 
FTA–2007–0020 at http:// 
www.regulations.gov. Interested parties 
may review the contents of this docket 
and bring questions or concerns to the 
attention of the Ombudsman for Char-
ter Services. The written decision of 
the Administrator regarding the re-
quest for additional charter service 
hours shall be posted in the Govern-
ment Officials Exception docket and 
sent to the recipient. 

§ 604.7 Qualified human service orga-
nizations. 

(a) A recipient may provide charter 
service to a qualified human service or-
ganization (QHSO) for the purpose of 
serving persons: 

(1) With mobility limitations related 
to advanced age; 

(2) With disabilities; or 
(3) With low income. 
(b) If an organization serving persons 

described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion receives funding, directly or indi-
rectly, from the programs listed in Ap-
pendix A of this part, the QHSO shall 
not be required to register on the FTA 
charter registration Web site. 

(c) If a QHSO serving persons de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section 
does not receive funding from any of 
the programs listed in Appendix A of 
this part, the QHSO shall register on 
the FTA charter registration Web site 
in accordance with § 604.15. 

(d) A recipient providing charter 
service under this exception, whether 
or not the QHSO receives funding from 
Appendix A programs, and after pro-
viding such charter service, shall 
record: 

(1) The QHSO’s name, address, phone 
number, and e-mail address; 

(2) The date and time of service; 
(3) The number of passengers; 

(4) The origin, destination, and trip 
length (miles and hours); 

(5) The fee collected, if any; and 
(6) The vehicle number for the vehi-

cle used to provide the service. 

§ 604.8 Leasing FTA funded equipment 
and drivers. 

(a) A recipient may lease its FTA- 
funded equipment and drivers to reg-
istered charter providers for charter 
service only if the following conditions 
exist: 

(1) The private charter operator is 
registered on the FTA charter registra-
tion Web site; 

(2) The registered charter provider 
owns and operates buses or vans in a 
charter service business; 

(3) The registered charter provider 
received a request for charter service 
that exceeds its available capacity ei-
ther of the number of vehicles operated 
by the registered charter provider or 
the number of accessible vehicles oper-
ated by the registered charter provider; 
and 

(4) The registered charter provider 
has exhausted all of the available vehi-
cles of all registered charter providers 
in the recipient’s geographic service 
area. 

(b) A recipient leasing vehicles and 
drivers to a registered charter provider 
under this provision shall record: 

(1) The registered charter provider’s 
name, address, telephone number, and 
e-mail address; 

(2) The number of vehicles leased, 
types of vehicles leased, and vehicle 
identification numbers; and 

(3) The documentation presented by 
the registered charter provider in sup-
port of paragraphs (a)(1) through (4) of 
this section. 

(c) In accordance with § 604.26, if a 
registered charter provider seeking to 
lease vehicles has filed a complaint re-
questing that another registered char-
ter provider be removed from the FTA 
charter registration Web site, then the 
registered charter provider seeking to 
lease vehicles is not required to ex-
haust the vehicles from that registered 
charter provider while the complaint is 
pending before leasing vehicles from a 
recipient. 
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§ 604.9 When no registered charter 
provider responds to notice from a 
recipient. 

(a) A recipient may provide charter 
service, on its own initiative or at the 
request of a third party, if no reg-
istered charter provider responds to 
the notice issued in § 604.14: 

(1) Within 72 hours for charter service 
requested to be provided in less than 30 
days; or 

(2) Within 14 calendar days for char-
ter service requested to be provided in 
30 days or more. 

(b) A recipient shall not provide char-
ter service under this section if a reg-
istered charter provider indicates an 
interest in providing the charter serv-
ice set out in the notice issued pursu-
ant to § 604.14 and the registered char-
ter provider has informed the recipient 
of its interest in providing the service. 

(c) After providing the service, a re-
cipient shall record: 

(1) The group’s name, address, phone 
number, and e-mail address; 

(2) The date and time of service; 
(3) The number of passengers; 
(4) The origin, destination, and trip 

length (miles and hours); 
(5) The fee collected, if any; and 
(6) The vehicle number for the vehi-

cle used to provide the service. 

§ 604.10 Agreement with registered 
charter providers. 

(a) A recipient may provide charter 
service directly to a customer con-
sistent with an agreement entered into 
with all registered charter providers in 
the recipient’s geographic service area. 

(b) If a new charter provider registers 
in the geographic service area subse-
quent to the initial agreement, the re-
cipient may continue to provide char-
ter service under the previous agree-
ment with the other charter providers 
up to 90 days without an agreement 
with the newly registered charter pro-
vider. 

(c) Any of the parties to an agree-
ment may cancel the agreement at any 
time after providing the recipient a 90- 
day notice. 

§ 604.11 Petitions to the Administrator. 
(a) A recipient may petition the Ad-

ministrator for an exception to the 
charter service regulations to provide 

charter service directly to a customer 
for: 

(1) Events of regional or national sig-
nificance; 

(2) Hardship (only for non-urbanized 
areas under 50,000 in population or 
small urbanized areas under 200,000 in 
population); or 

(3) Unique and time sensitive events 
(e.g., funerals of local, regional, or na-
tional significance) that are in the 
public’s interest. 

(b) The petition to the Administrator 
shall include the following informa-
tion: 

(1) The date and description of the 
event; 

(2) The type of service requested and 
the type of equipment; 

(3) The anticipated number of charter 
service hours needed for the event; 

(4) The anticipated number of vehi-
cles and duration of the event; and 

(i) For an event of regional or na-
tional significance, the petition shall 
include a description of how registered 
charter providers were consulted, how 
registered charter providers will be uti-
lized in providing the charter service, a 
certification that the recipient has ex-
hausted all of the registered charter 
providers in its geographic service 
area, and submit the petition at least 
90 days before the first day of the event 
described in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section; 

(ii) For a hardship request, a petition 
is only available if the registered char-
ter provider has deadhead time that ex-
ceeds total trip time from initial pick- 
up to final drop-off, including wait 
time. The petition shall describe how 
the registered charter provider’s min-
imum duration would create a hardship 
on the group requesting the charter 
service; or 

(iii) For unique and time sensitive 
events, the petition shall describe why 
the event is unique or time sensitive 
and how providing the charter service 
would be in the public’s interest. 

(c) Upon receipt of a petition that 
meets the requirements set forth in 
paragraph (b) of this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall review the materials 
and issue a written decision denying or 
granting the request in whole or in 
part. In making this decision, the Ad-
ministrator may seek such additional 
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information as the Administrator 
deems necessary. The Administrator’s 
decision shall be filed in the Petitions 
to the Administrator docket, number 
FTA–2007–0022 at http:// 
www.regulations.gov and sent to the re-
cipient. 

(d) Any exception granted by the Ad-
ministrator under this section shall be 
effective only for the event identified 
in paragraph (b)(1) of this section. 

(e) A recipient shall send its petition 
to the Administrator by facsimile to 
(202) 366–3809 or by e-mail to ombuds-
man.charterservice@dot.gov. 

(f) A recipient shall retain a copy of 
the Administrator’s approval for a pe-
riod of at least three years and shall 
include it in the recipient’s quarterly 
report posted on the charter registra-
tion Web site. 

§ 604.12 Reporting requirements for all 
exceptions. 

(a) A recipient that provides charter 
service in accordance with one or more 
of the exceptions contained in this sub-
part shall maintain the required notice 
and records in an electronic format for 
a period of at least three years from 
the date of the service or lease. A re-
cipient may maintain the required 
records in other formats in addition to 
the electronic format. 

(b) In addition to the requirements 
identified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the records required under this 
subpart shall include a clear statement 
identifying which exception the recipi-
ent relied upon when it provided the 
charter service. 

(c) Beginning on July 30, 2008, a re-
cipient providing charter service under 
these exceptions shall post the records 
required under this subpart on the FTA 
charter registration Web site 30 days 
after the end of each calendar quarter 
(i.e., January 30th, April 30th, July 
30th, and October 30th). A single docu-
ment or charter log may include all 
charter service trips provided during 
the quarter. 

(d) A recipient may exclude specific 
origin and destination information for 
safety and security reasons. If a recipi-
ent excludes such information, the 
record of the service shall describe the 
reason why such information was ex-
cluded and provide generalized infor-

mation instead of providing specific or-
igin and destination information. 

Subpart C—Procedures for 
Registration and Notification 

§ 604.13 Registration of private charter 
operators. 

(a) Private charter operators shall 
provide the following information at 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/laws/ 
leglregl179.html to be considered a 
registered charter provider: 

(1) Company name, address, phone 
number, e-mail address, and facsimile 
number; 

(2) Federal and, if available, state 
motor carrier identifying number; 

(3) The geographic service areas of 
public transit agencies, as identified by 
the transit agency’s zip code, in which 
the private charter operator intends to 
provide charter service; 

(4) The number of buses or vans the 
private charter operator owns; 

(5) A certification that the private 
charter operator has valid insurance; 
and 

(6) Whether willing to provide free or 
reduced rate charter services to reg-
istered qualified human service organi-
zations. 

(b) A private charter operator that 
provides valid information in this sub-
part is a ‘‘registered charter provider’’ 
for purposes of this part and shall have 
standing to file a complaint consistent 
with subpart F. 

(c) A recipient, a registered charter 
provider, or their duly authorized rep-
resentative, may challenge a registered 
charter provider’s registration and re-
quest removal of the private charter 
operator from FTA’s charter registra-
tion Web site by filing a complaint 
consistent with subpart F. 

(d) FTA may refuse to post a private 
charter operator’s information if the 
private charter operator fails to pro-
vide all of the required information as 
indicated on the FTA charter registra-
tion Web site. 

(e) A registered charter provider 
shall provide current and accurate in-
formation on FTA’s charter registra-
tion Web site, and shall update that in-
formation no less frequently than 
every two years. 
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