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amendment is adopted, it becomes ef-
fective not less than 30 calendar days 
after the certified cargo screening fa-
cility receives the notice of amend-
ment, unless the certified cargo screen-
ing facility disagrees with the proposed 
amendment and petitions the TSA to 
reconsider, no later than 15 calendar 
days before the effective date of the 
amendment. The certified cargo 
screening facility must send the peti-
tion for reconsideration to the des-
ignated official. A timely Petition for 
Reconsideration stays the effective 
date of the amendment. 

(3) Upon receipt of a Petition for Re-
consideration, the designated official 
either amends or withdraws the notice 
of amendment, or transmits the Peti-
tion, together with any pertinent infor-
mation, to TSA for reconsideration. 
TSA disposes of the Petition within 30 
calendar days of receipt, either by di-
recting the designated official to with-
draw or amend the notice of amend-
ment, or by affirming the notice of 
amendment. 

(e) Emergency amendments. (1) If TSA 
finds that there is an emergency re-
quiring immediate action, with respect 
to aviation security that makes proce-
dures in this section contrary to the 
public interest, the designated official 
may issue an emergency amendment, 
without the prior notice and comment 
procedures described in paragraph (d) 
of this section. 

(2) The emergency amendment is ef-
fective without stay on the date the 
certified cargo screening facility re-
ceives notification. TSA will incor-
porate in the notification a brief state-
ment of the reasons and findings for 
the emergency amendment to be adopt-
ed. 

(3) The certified cargo screening fa-
cility may file a Petition for Reconsid-
eration with the TSA no later than 15 
calendar days after TSA issued the 
emergency amendment. The certified 
cargo screening facility must send the 
Petition for Reconsideration to the 
designated official; however, the filing 
does not stay the effective date of the 
emergency amendment. 

[74 FR 47706, Sept. 16, 2009, as amended at 76 
FR 51868, Aug. 18, 2011] 

Subpart B—Operations 

§ 1549.101 Acceptance, screening, and 
transfer of cargo. 

(a) Preventing or deterring the carriage 
of any explosive or incendiary. Each cer-
tified cargo screening facility must use 
the facilities, equipment, and proce-
dures described in its security program 
to prevent or deter the carriage on-
board an aircraft of any unauthorized 
explosives, incendiaries, and other de-
structive substances or items in cargo 
onboard an aircraft, as provided in the 
facility’s security program. 

(b) Screening and inspection of cargo. 
Each certified cargo screening facility 
must ensure that cargo is screened and 
inspected for any unauthorized explo-
sive, incendiary, and other destructive 
substance or item as provided in the fa-
cility’s security program before it is 
tendered to another certified cargo 
screening facility, an aircraft operator 
with a full program under part 1544, a 
foreign air carrier operating under 
§§ 1546.101(a) or (b), or an indirect air 
carrier operating under § 1548.5 for 
transport on a passenger aircraft. 
Cargo that the facility represents as 
screened, must be screened in accord-
ance with this part. 

(c) Refusal to transport. Each certified 
cargo screening facility must refuse to 
offer to another certified cargo screen-
ing facility, an aircraft operator with a 
full program under part 1544, a foreign 
air carrier operating under §§ 1546.101(a) 
or (b), or an indirect air carrier oper-
ating under § 1548.5 for transport on a 
passenger aircraft any cargo, if the 
shipper does not consent to a search or 
inspection of that cargo in accordance 
with this part, or parts 1544, 1546, or 
1548 of this chapter. 

(d) Chain of custody. Each certified 
cargo screening facility must protect 
the cargo from unauthorized access 
from the time it is screened until the 
time it is tendered to another certified 
cargo screening facility as approved by 
TSA, an indirect air carrier under 49 
CFR part 1548, an aircraft operator 
under part 1544, or a foreign air carrier 
under part 1546. 
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