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§ 315.502 Tenure on transfer. 
(a) General rule. Except as provided in 

paragraph (b) of this section, a career 
employee who transfers remains a ca-
reer employee and a career-conditional 
employee who transfers remains a ca-
reer-conditional employee. 

(b) Exceptions. (1) A career-condi-
tional employee who transfers to a po-
sition required by law to be filled on a 
permanent basis becomes a career em-
ployee. 

(2) A career employee who transfers 
from a position required by law to be 
filled on a permanent basis becomes a 
career-conditional employee unless he 
or she has completed the service re-
quirement for career tenure. 

[60 FR 53504, Oct. 16, 1995] 

§ 315.503 Acquisition of competitive 
status. 

An employee who was serving proba-
tion when he was appointed under 
§ 315.501 acquires a competitive status 
automatically on completion of proba-
tion. 

Subpart F—Career or Career-Con-
ditional Appointment Under 
Special Authorities 

§ 315.601 Appointment of former em-
ployees of the Canal Zone Merit 
System or Panama Canal Employ-
ment System. 

(a) Agency authority. This section 
may be used by an agency to appoint 
noncompetitively, for other than tem-
porary or term employment, a United 
States citizen separated from a career 
or career-conditional appointment 
under the Canal Zone Merit System, 
which was in effect before March 31, 
1982, or under the Panama Canal Em-
ployment System, which became effec-
tive on March 31, 1982. (Appointments 
of such persons for temporary or term 
employment are to be made under ap-
plicable provisions of part 316 of this 
chapter.) 

(b) Service requirement. An agency 
may appoint such a former employee 
under this section only when, imme-
diately prior to separation from a 
qualifying appointment, the employee 
served continuously for at least one 
year under a nontemporary appoint-

ment in the Canal Zone Merit System, 
the Panama Canal Employment Sys-
tem, or a combination of the two sys-
tems. 

(c) Time limits. (1) There is no time 
limit on the appointment under this 
section of an employee who: 

(i) Is a preference eligible; or 
(ii) Has completed at least 3 years of 

service, which did not include any 
break in service longer than 30 days, 
under one or more career-conditional 
or career appointments in the Canal 
Zone Merit System and/or the Panama 
Canal Employment System. 

(2) An agency may appoint under this 
section an employee who does not meet 
the conditions in (c)(1) of this section 
provided no more than 3 years have 
elapsed since: 

(i) separation from a qualifying 
Canal Zone Merit System or Panama 
Canal Employment System appoint-
ment; or 

(ii) separation from service in Pan-
ama in a position excluded from the 
Canal Zone Merit System or Panama 
Canal Employment System, when such 
service immediately followed service 
under a qualifying appointment in one 
of those systems. 

(d) Tenure on appointment. On ap-
pointment under paragraph (a) of this 
section: (1) A former career employee 
of the Canal Zone Merit System or 
Panama Canal Employment System 
becomes a career employee. 

(2) A former Canal Zone Merit Sys-
tem and/or Panama Canal Employment 
System employee whose service from 
the date of career-conditional appoint-
ment in the Canal Zone Merit System 
or Panama Canal Employment System 
through the date of noncompetitive ap-
pointment under this section, inclu-
sive, does not include any break in 
service of more than 30 days and totals 
at least 3 years becomes a career em-
ployee. 

(3) All other former Canal Zone Merit 
System and Panama Canal Employ-
ment System employees become ca-
reer-conditional employees. 

(e) Acquisition of competitive status. A 
person appointed under paragraph (a) 
of this section automatically acquires 
a competitive status: 
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(1) On appointment, if he or she has 
satisfactorily completed a 1-year pro-
bationary period under the Canal Zone 
Merit System and/or the Panama Canal 
Employment System. 

(2) On satisfactory completion of pro-
bation in accordance with § 315.80 (a)(3) 
if he or she had not completed a 1-year 
probationary period under the Canal 
Zone Merit System or Panama Canal 
Employment System. 

[48 FR 13951, Apr. 1, 1983] 

§ 315.602 Appointment based on serv-
ice in the Office of the President or 
Vice-President or on the White 
House Staff. 

(a) Agency authority. An agency may 
appoint noncompetitively a person who 
has served at least 2 years in the imme-
diate Office of the President or Vice- 
President or on the White House Staff, 
provided that the appointment is ef-
fected without a break in service of 1 
full workday. 

(b) Tenure on appointment. (1) Except 
as provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section, a person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer-conditional employee. 

(2) A person appointed under para-
graph (a) of this section becomes a ca-
reer employee when he or she has com-
pleted the service requirement for ca-
reer tenure or is excepted from it by 
§ 315.201(c). 

(c) Acquisition of competitive status. A 
person appointed under paragraph (a) 
of this section acquires a competitive 
status automatically on appointment. 

[44 FR 54692, Sept. 21, 1979] 

§ 315.603 Appointment based on 
former incumbency of a position 
brought into the competitive serv-
ice. 

(a) Agency authority—(1) Employee in 
military service. An agency may appoint 
a former incumbent of a permanent ex-
cepted position who was serving under 
an appointment not limited to 1 year 
or less, or of a position in public or pri-
vate enterprise when the position was 
brought into the competitive service 
on a continuing basis and who left his 
position after June 30, 1950, to perform 
active military service when: 

(i) The position was brought into the 
competitive service before or during 

his military service or during the pe-
riod in which he had restoration rights 
thereto, and he left the position to 
enter military service before the end of 
the time limits set forth in § 315.701(c); 

(ii) He has been released from mili-
tary service under honorable condi-
tions; 

(iii) The agency submits a rec-
ommendation for his appointment to 
OPM within 6 months after release 
from military service under honorable 
conditions or after hospitalization con-
tinuing after release for not more than 
1 year; and 

(iv) He performed 6 months of satis-
factory service immediately before the 
date his position was brought into the 
competitive service in a position or po-
sitions brought into the competitive 
service, or in the civilian executive 
branch of the Government, unless OPM 
has excepted his particular type of case 
from this requirement. 

(2) Employee separated. An agency 
may appoint a former incumbent of a 
permanent excepted position under an 
appointment not limited to 1 year or 
less or of a position in public or private 
enterprise when the position was 
brought into the competitive service 
on a continuing basis, and who was sep-
arated thereafter, when: 

(i) He is recommended for appoint-
ment within the time limits set forth 
in § 315.701(c); and 

(ii) He performed 6 months of satis-
factory service immediately before the 
date his position, was brought into the 
competitive service, in a position or 
positions brought into the competitive 
service or in the civilian executive 
branch of the Government, unless OPM 
has excepted his particular type of case 
from this requirement. 

(3) Employee recovered from compen-
sable injury. An agency may appoint a 
former incumbent of a permanent ex-
cepted position who was serving under 
an appointment not limited to 1 year 
or less, when the position has been 
brought into the competitive service 
and when: 

(i) The employee is entitled to res-
toration based on recovery from com-
pensable injury in accordance with 5 
U.S.C. 8151 and part 353; 

(ii) The employee’s position was 
brought into the competitive service 
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